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The  first-  VO liune  of  t-hese  K^eicoirs  tolls  the  history  diiring 
seven  generations  of  a  branch  of  the  Prentice  farcily  beginning 
with  the  time  of  Henry  Prentice,  a  resident  of  Canibridge  before 
the  year  1640;  of  the  reinoval  of  the  family  in  1774  from  Hassa- 
chueetts  to  Alstoad,  New  Hampshire;  of  the  activities  of  NaU^-  ; 
iel  Sartell  Prentice  dxrring  and  after  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
of  the  romo\'al  of  the  family  in  August  I8l6  from  Alstead  to  Can¬ 
ton,  New  York,  with  a  statement  of  the  reasons  which  led  to  this 
-change.  Later  an  account  is  given  of  the  move  from  Canton  to 
Albany  and  of  the  development  of  the  fur  business  conducted  there 
and  subsequently  in  New  York  City.  All  this  is  told  in  three 
chapters  ending  with  the  date  when  Hr.  Ezra  P.  Prentice  wrote  his 

Recollections  in  1861.  • 

Thereafter  the  history  of  the  family  was  continued  In  Chap¬ 
ter  IV  contributed  by  Nrs.  Sartell  Prentice  (Mary  Isham  lYentlce) 
during  the  winter  of  1905-6,  and  gives  an  account  of  her ^branch 
of  the  Isham  family  in  New  England,  beginning  with  John  j-sham,  a 
resident  of  BarnsUble  at  some  time  before  1696,  and  carrying  the 
history  of  the  family  on  to  about  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War.  Four  generations  of  the  Prentice-Isham  branch  of  the 
family  are  shown  a  s  of  the  year  1900  in  the  Table  of  Descent  given 
on  page  xii  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  volume  of  these  kemoirs. 

The  last  parents  shown  in  this  Table  ere  Sartell  Prentice 
(1837-1905)  of  the  eighth  generation  of  the  lYontico  family  and 
I'jiry  Ishem  Prentice  (1S38-1913)  of  the  sixth  generation  of  her 
branch  of  the  Isham  fam.ily  in  America.  The  grandchildren  of  Sar¬ 
tell  and  I'ary  Isham  Prentice,  now  in  middle  life  and  active  in 
business  in  New  York,  Chicago  and  elsewhere,  are  of  the  tenth 
generation  of  the  Prentice  family  and  of  the  eighth  generation 

of  Uie  Isham  family  in  America. 

The  second  volume  contains  the  history  of  the  family  in  the 
Civil  Welt  and  of  events  from  the  date  of  Vx .  Ezra  P.  Prentice  s 
Recollections  down  to  the  time  in  1879  when  Vr.  Sartell  Prentice 
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moved  with  his  family  from  Albany  to  Chicago, 

Tha  first  two  voluinas,  then,  cover  a  poriod  of  nearly  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  years,  -  from  about  the  year  1630  to  the  year  1880,  - 
a  time  when  the  population  of  this  country  was  still  sinall,  with 
few  wants,  abundant  supplies,  and  when  the  authority  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  was  so  unquestioned  that  one  of  the  ablest  of  all  foreign 
observers  could  speak  of  its  worship  throughout  the  country.  The 
changes,  now  so  apparent  in  America,  began  in  the  latter  years  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  becoming  greater  in  the  twentieth  century, 
and  ijicreasing  until  the  restraints  of  the  Constitution  arc  now 
disregarded  to  such  an  extent  that  many  Americans  think  of  the 
future  of  this  country  with  anxiety. 

It  is  pleasant,  therefore,  to  read  of  American  life  as  it 
used  to  be,  when  persons  and  property  were  safe,  when  rights  were 
assured,  and  the  rewards  of  success  were  open  to  ambition. 
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CHAPTER  V . 


By  E.  Parmalee  Prentice. 
\iritten  in  New  York,  1903. 


Father  was  bom  Klay  29th,  1837  in  ihe  Fashington  Avenue  house 
in  Albany,  shortly  before  the  house  was  sold  and  the  family  resi¬ 
dence  removed  to  Mount  Kope.l  It  was  in  these  ample  grounds  that 
his  childhood  and  youth  were  passed;  here  he  returned  from  school 
end  college.  The  place  always  had  a  strong  hold  upon  his  affec¬ 
tions  as  it  has  with  all  our  family.  It  is  one  of  our  misfortunes 
that  the  growth  of  the  City  has  made  it  necessary  to  leave  the 
place  which  to  the  grandchildren  as  well  as  to  my  Father's  gen¬ 
eration  was  more  a  family  center  than  any  other  place  is  likely 
to  be , 

My  first  recollections  of  Mount  Hope,  Mr,  Packer  Prentice 
writes,  were  when  my  father  used  to  take  me  down  from  our  Y<ash- 
ington  Street  house,  in  his  buggy,  with  one  of  his  fine  gray 
horses,  either  "Prince”  or  "Blucher,”  and  after  a  while  I  would 
be  turned  loose  in  the  big  house  just  finished.  Miss  Bruce  was 
raking  the  carpets.  She  used  to  inquire  if  I  were  hungry/,  and 
colaced  my  needs  with  thick  bread  and  butter,  covered  with  brown 
sugar,  which  is  a  cheerful  recollection  to  this  day.  I  wish  I 
were  as  hungry  now  as  I  was  then  when  I  began  her  slices.  Prob¬ 
ably,  when  you  were  a  boy  you  saw  or  heard  something  of  Miss 
Bruce.  She  was  one  of  the  useful  adjuncts  to  most  Albany  houses 
in  cases  of  need  of  all  kinds.  I  remember  on  one  occasion  she 
cade  Scotch  costumes  for  your  father  and  me  to  attend  a  fancy 
dross  ball,  I  think  at  Cherry  Kill. 


1.  As  to  origin  of  name  Mount  Hope,  see  post,  Vol,  III>  P*  20. 

2.  Si  verum  dicimus,  haec  est  mea,  germana  patria:  hinc  enim 
orti  stirpe  antiquissima  sumus:  hie  sacra,  hie  genus,  hie 
ma jorum  multa  vestigia,  Hanc  vides  villam,  ut  nunc  quidem 
est,  latius  aedificatam  patris  nostri  studio;  qui  cum  esaet 
infirma  valetudine,  hie  fere  aetatem  egit  in  liter is.  Sed 
hoc  ipao  in  loco,  cum  avus  viveret,  et  antique  more  parva 
esset  villa,  ut  ilia  Curiana  in  Sabinis,  me  scito  esse  natun, 
Quaro  inest  nescio  quid,  et  latet  in  animo  ac  sensu  meo,  quo 
me  plus  hie  locus  fortasse  delcctot:  siquidem  etiam  illo 
sapientissimus  vir,  Ithacam  ut  viderot,  immortalitatem  scrib- 
Itur  rejnidlasse.  Cicero,  De  Legibus.  Lib,  II,  cap.  I. 
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In  those  days,  the  pleasantest  rides  from  the  City  were  to 
♦  he  South,  and  ne  Trent  either  across  frori  Washington  Street,  and 
down  by  the  old  Schuyler  house,  or  else  by  the  Delaware  turnpike 
and  Whitehall  read  to  the  turnpike  running  south  fron  Pearl  Street, 
rhirh  met  Whitehall  road  at  a  place  we  used  to  call  Ice  Hill,  then 
♦ust  be vend  the  pavement.  At  this  point  there  was  a  pond  on  either 
side  of"  the  turnpike.  Sometimes  we  would  go  down  WashiTigton  and 
State  Streets,  to  South  Pearl,  and  down  South  Pearl  to  the  same 
point,  then  along  the  turnpike  past  Cherry  Hill  where  Colonel  Sol¬ 
omon  Van  Rensselaer  lived,  to  Mount  Hope. 

General  Van  Rensselaer  was  called  the  hero  of  Plattsburgh, 
but  had  long  been  a  civilian,  and  I  well  remember  his  figure.  A 
tall  man,  of  fine  form,  his  long  white  heir  almost  resting  on  his 
shoulders.  He  commonly  wore  a  soft  felt  hat  and  carried  a  long 
gold  or  ivory  headed  cane  on  which  he  would  rest  as  he  sat  on  one 
of  the  seats  placed  about  the  old  roofed  well  in  front  of  his 
house,  I  can  distinctly  remem.ber  his  funeral,  which  was  made  a 
great  military  pageant  for  Albany,  and  you  can  remember  how  brave 
our  Albany  soldiers  were,  -  the  Burgesses  Corps  in  their  bearskin 
caps,  and  the  Emjr.et  Guard  in  the  showy  old-fashioned  uniform. 

Next  south  of  Cherry  Hill  was  the  place  of  Mr,  Y/illiam  A. 
Yialsh.  He  lived  in  fine  old-fashioned,  somewhat  English  style. 

He  kept  his  horses  and  his  dogs,  and  was  fond  of  shooting,  I 
remember  his  hfe.de ira  and  old  wines,  the  bluff  and  worthy  talk, 
and  the  singularly  easy  but  semewhat  formal  ways  of  his  table. 

Next  came  Mount  Hope.  Below  us  was  the  residence  of 
Joel  Rathbone,  and  there  was  no  end  to  the  improvem.ents  he  was 
constantly  making.  The  fine  approach  which  was  designed  for 
him,  I  think  either  by  Downing  the  landscape  artist  or  by  the 
advice  of  Mj.  Upjohin,  who  built  his  house,  was  of  a  piece  taken 
out  of  Mount  Kep-e  property  after  seme  persuasion.  It  made  a  jog 
In  our  otherwise  straight  South  line,  and  my  father  yielded  it 
cnly  fromi  a  neighborly  feeling,  though  he  received  for  it  a  good 
price.  It  was  on  the* Rathbone  place,  -  which  they  called  Kenwoed 
from  the  oaks,  -  that  an  Indian  tumulus  or  burial  place  was  found, 
when  the  foundations  of  a  new  grapa  house  were  begun.  In  a  lit¬ 
tle  hill  at  the  side  of  the  garden  a  number  of  skeletons,  -  fif¬ 
teen  was  the  story,  -  and  som.e  few  relics,  buried  no  one  .knew 
How  long,  were  unexpectedly  turned  up  by  the  spsade ,  Tie  were  on 
tHe  old  fields  of  the  Iroquois  Nation,  and  in  Schoolcraft’s  His¬ 
tory  you  will  read  of  our  creek  and  of  these  plains. 

Beyond  ?.n.  Rathbone 's  place,  came  the  miills,  -  a  grist  r.ill 
^nd  a  woolen  miill,  -  and  over  Coming’s  Kill  to  the  oouth,  was 
.  Erastus  Coming’s  beautiful  place  with  its  fine  old  elms  and 
o<iautlful  meadows.  Below  Mn.  Coming’s  place  was  the  Abbey,  much 
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the  same  in  old  days  as  it  has  been  since,  except  for  the  injury 
dene  through  all  that  riverside  country  by  the  building  of  the 
West  Shore  Railroad, 

As  for  Vount  itcclf:-  the  house  uac  a  big  squaie  i^hlte 

brick  structure,  with  North  and  Sout^i  wings  also  of  brick,  each 
capable  of  use  as  a  separate  dwelling  or  as  part  of  the  min 
house.  The  whole  over-looked  an  amphitheatre  shaped  lawn  with 
the  North  and  South  knolls  well-wooded,  and  to  the  East  across 
the  Island  and  the  river  to  the  hills  on  the  East  bank  of  the 
Hudson.  The  great  trees  and  hedges  about  the  house  almost  shut 
out  of  view  the  stable  and  outhouses,  which  however  were  within 
convenient  reach.  At  the  side  of  the  house.  Just  North  of  the 
North  wing,  was  the  flower  garden  with  its  intricate  Italian 
plan  of  walks  and  beds.  At  the  rear  beyond  the  West  lawn,  was 
the  great  vegetable  garden,  with  square  plots,  large  as  village 
plots,  every  border  of  box,  many  fruit  trees,  old-fashioned 
flowers,  -  Sweet  Williams,  peonies,  fleur  de  lis,  marjoram, 
holiy-hocks,  violets,  lilacs,  ribbon  grass,  beds  of  herbs,  big 
strawberry,  asparagus  and  rhubarb  beds,  all  kinds  of  bushes  and 
berries,  cherries,  plums,  pears,  apples,  peaches  and  quinces  - 
abuTidant  and  good.  At  the  rear  of  the  garden  was  the  orchard 
and  also  a  tree  nursery. 

Cn  the  North  of  all  this  ground,  extending  from  the  road 
in  front  of  llount  Hope  to  the  "back  lot"  was  the  ravine  and  pas¬ 
ture,  known  as  the  Tavern  Lot,  and  on  the  south  another  ravine 
and  pasture,  both  ravines  and  hillsides  so  wooded  that  the  City 
and  the  neighbors  were  hidden  behind  the  near-by  forests.  It 
was  a  pleasant  place  for  the  fancy,  the  sports  and  the  health 
of  a  boy  and  we  have  known  the  place  as  Father  did  -  every  nook 
and  corner  trodden,  played  over,  searched  and  illumined  in  the 
boys'  experience,  imaginations  and  play. 

Father's  twin  sister  did  not  live,  and  he  was  for  a  long 
time  a  delicate  child,  which  seemed  natural  to  his  old  nurse, 
and  others  versed  in  mystic  traditions  of  twin  births.  His 
younger  sister,  Laura  Frances,  a  stout  handsome  chubby  child, 
as  soon  as  she  began  to  walk,  filled  for  him  every  requirement 
of  company  and  support.  It  was  even  the  subject  of  remark  that 
he  seemed  to  rely  upon  her  leadership,  and  she  almost  seemed  the 
older  of  the  two. 

It  was  for  him  therefore  a  double  bereavement,  when  aft-er  a 
short  and  what  appeared  in  that  time  an  extraordinary  illness 
she  died  in  Farch  1843.  This  was  the  year  of  great  snow-storms. 
On  the  18th  of  Farch  over  two  feet  of  enow  fell ,  and  the  snow  on 
the  level  was  over  three  feet  deep,  drifted  and  over  the  tops  of 
fences.  Rev.  Dr.  Sprague  and  l’!r.  Rathbcne  coming  to  the  house 
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to  call,  were  stalled  in  the  lane,  as  it  was  then  called,  and  had 
to  be  dug  out.  On  the  19th  of  Iv'arch,  the  day  of  the  funeral,  two 
heavy  teams  and  sleighs  were  breaking  the  roads  all  day  so  that 
any  one  could  come  or  go. 

Necessarily  the  children  in  severe  >7eather  wore  much  indoors, 
but  they  seemed  to  enjoy  good  health.  As  playrrates  at  f.!ount  Hope 
they  had  the  Joel  Rathbono  f&jnily  and  oftentimes  Jared  Rathbone’s 
son  Henry  and  Ed.  Corning,  who  was  Ho7/ard  Rathbone’s  cousin.  In 
those  early  days  there  was  a  white  fence  around  the  lawn,  and  the 
great  Durham  cattle  were  pastured  in  front.  l/*any  a  time  I  iiave 
walked  there,  L^r.  Packer  Prentice  says,  with  my  grandfather,,  who 
thought  them  his  care.  I  well  remember  the  tubs  of  water  placed 
on  the  lav/n  for  these  cattle.  Below,  at  the  foot  of  the  lawn  in 
the  center  of  the  amphitheatre  made  by  the  hills  as  they  rose 
toward  the  house,  was  the  circle  of  the  trees  surrounding  the 
great  fish  pond,  as  we  called  it  to  distinguish  it  from  the  foun¬ 
tain  at  the  side  of  the  house.  We  had  wondrous  views  of  the  fish 
in  that  pond,  but  there  was  some  danger  there  that  a  boy  might 
get  out  of  his  depth  and  we  were  not  allowed  to  approach  it,  nor 
ever  to  fish  there,  except  when  I<!r.  K.  K.  Brown,  or  some  angler 
of  good  character  would  come,  and  then  our  rods  would  accompany 
his.  There  were  only  two  boys  and  soon  the  question  of  education 
in  the  country  and  at  the  distance  of  I^'oiuit  Hope  from  schools  was 
most  important.  Private  instruction  did  not  answer  well  for  these 
children  who  needed  comradeship  and  the  stimulation  of  association 
with  others  of  their  own  age. 

Of  Father,  Vr.  Packer  Prentice  says  he  was  delicate  in  form 
and  almost  adverse  to  exorcise  except  it  were  for  the  sake  of  com¬ 
pany,  and  association.  He  had  an  easy  swift  p)ony,  one  imported 
from  Puerto  Rico  and  hence  its  name  ‘‘Spaniard,”  but  generally  pre¬ 
ferred  driving  in  a  pony  carriage  to  riding,  because  he  could 
have  company,  and  then  he  was  willing  to  drive  sill  day.  This  lit¬ 
tle  horse  had  been  somewhat  restive  at  first  but  was  broken  in 
principally  by  Sartell  riding  under  his  father’s  direction,  and 
there  were  one  or  two  rather  lively  scones  in  front  of  the  house. 
He  had  one  ugly  fall  one  day  when  alone ,  and  broke  his  collar 
bone,  and  once  when  he  had  his  mother  for  company  in  the  cutter 
the  pony  ran  away  down  the  lane  kicking  and  upset  both  in  the 
sno?T,  The  only  other  mishap  was  some  years  later  in  June  1852, 
when  he  lundortook  to  ride  Packer’s  horse  Nelly  around  to  the  sta¬ 
ble,  without  adjusting  the  stirrups,  and  was  run  away  with  and 
thrown  on  hard  ground,  exciting  some  apprehension  of  serious  in- 
jvjry.  The  surgeon,  Dr.  Fai'sh.,  and  his  own  doctor  James  I/.cNaughton 
had  him  in  chiarge  for  some  days,  put  him  in  bed,  bled  and  phys¬ 
icked  him,  but  no  bones  were  broken  and  soon  ho  was  as  well  as 
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ever,  and  he  became  a  good  rider,  easy  and  expert  in  this  exercise 
as  well  as  in  others  which  require  skill  and  grace  like  dancing 
and  swimming.^ 

Where  there  was  so  much  riding  both  in  his  own  and  his  Uncle 
John’s  family,  he  rode  a  good  deal  and  ’’Span”  went  to  7tilliamstown 
school  with  him.  One  experience  of  which  Father  had  spoken  was  at 
the  time  of  the  State  Agricultural  Fair  in  Saratoga  in  1847,  when 
the  four  boys,  Packer,  Sartell  and  their  cousins  John  and  Fowler 
Fientice  attended  the  fair  with  their  ponies.  They  were  dressed 
in  Scotch  blouses  with  hats  and  trousers,  whips,  saddles  and  bri¬ 
dles  alike  and  were  a  recognized  feature  of  the  occasion,  under 
the  observation  of  grandfather  and  his  friends,  who  were  large  ex¬ 
hibitors  of  cattle  and  prominent  officers  of  the  society. 

Sartell  had  endurance  enough  as  he  grew  up.  i!r.  Packer  Pren¬ 
tice  says  that  at  times  they  wondered  over  his  slight  figure,  his 
hands  and  his  feet.  Once  in  Professor  Holske’s  garden  at  Gotting¬ 
en,  he  was  asked  to  put  his  foot  on  the  table  that  the  company 
might  see  it.  It  seemed  so  strangely  small  to  them.  Kerr  Kolske 
was  a  titular  professor  of  manners,  dancing,  etc.  in  the  univer¬ 
sity.  Sartell  was  a  good  dancer  and  a  wonderful  swimmer.  I  do 

1.  Note  by  E.P.P.,  1908.  }fy  Father  h.ad  a  remarkably  small  foot 
and  a  very  high  instep,  I  never  saw  another  person  whose  foot 
was  so  shaped,  but  Father  was  erect  in  bearing,  moved  easily 
and  gracefully,  and  had  been  an  excellent  dancer,  Thomas  De 
Quincey’s  description  of  "the  late  Professor  Tiilson,”  who  died 
in  1854,  has  therefore  gi'eatly  interested  mo.  De  Quincoy  said: 

That  advantage  upon  which  Lady  Hester  Stanhope  idly  nursed 
a  secret  vanity  as  peculiar  to  herself  and  the  Bedouins  - 
viz.,  an  instep  so  highly  arched  that  a  rat  might  have  run 
under  her  foot  -  formed  one  in  the  system  of  muscular  ma¬ 
chinery  by  which  nature  had  equipped  him  (Professor  Wilson) 
for  unapproachable  excellence  in  one  mode  of  gymnastics. 
Barely  to  see  him  even  walk  around  a  table  was  a  pure  de¬ 
light  to  an  eye  at  all  learned  in  the  fluencies  of  motion. 
Burke’s  expression  upon  the  visionary  grace  of  I/arie  An¬ 
toinette  -  that  she  hardly  seemed  to  touch  the  earth  -  was 
realized  and  became  suddenly  apprehensible  to  the  sense,  in 
him.  And  through  this  same  structure  of  foot  it  was,  and 
the  extraordinary  strength  of  his  tendon  Achillea,  that  he 
danced  with  ease  and  elegance  so  perfect.  Article  on  The 
Pagan  Oracles,  The  Collected  Writings  of  Thoiiias  De  Quincey, 
edited  by  David  Fasson.  (A,  &  C.  Black,  London,  1897), 

Vol.  VII,  p.  44>  p.  71  note. 
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dool  oaoria  doaioq  laddona  wai  lovon  I  ,qadBnl  ri^ld  x^*^  * 

Xllaao  bavoa  ygaliaad  nt  iooia  bb*  lartta'?  dad  ^baqaria  oa  aaw  ^ 
oQ  aamodT  *ia9/tab  dnoIXaoxa  na  noad  bud  bna  ^  ’ 

balb  odw^*,noaIlW  loaaeloi*!  adaX  add*  lo  notdqliotab  •‘xaonlup 
tblaa  bodaaiadnl  aiolaiadd  aad  ,^^8Xfll 

■• '  ^  ^  ^  fi  •■ 

baeiim  x^bl  aqod/iadi*  ladtaH  daldw  ffoqn  a^alnarba  dad? 

-  anltfoboS  add  bna  IXaaiad  of  *‘tAt ixto^q  ea  daioat  a  . 

fLin^avad  dd^la  dai  a  dadd  bodoia  .x^djjid  oa  qodanl  na  ,*tflv 
•aS  lalt/oawi  lo  madexa  add  ni  ano  boniol  -  dool  lod  lebna^  — 
(noaXlW  'ioaBaloi3)>tld  baqqliipa  bad  au/daa  doldw  x^  xrwtdo  '  1 

«eoldeaniiX9  lo  aboa  ano  rdt  eonaXXooJW  aXdadoaoiqqani/  lol  m 
•ab  au/q  a  aaw  aldad  a  bm#oia  iXaw  na*9  tttd  aoe^od 
•  noldoai  lo  salonairri  add  nl  baniaoX  XXa  da  axa  aa  od  dd^lX  ^  »M 
-fiA  elialt  lo  aoBT?  floqu  nolaaaiqxa  a'oiit/fl 

aaw  -  ddta#  add  tiot/od  od  baoiaaa  ttdf  •  addanlod  .  <! 

at  ,Banaa  add  od  aXdlenadaiqqa  aaaoad  boa  baslXaai 

bAa  ,a*W  dl  dool  lo  an^dotnda  aaaa  aldd  ri^iroidd  btiA  .aild 
ad  dadd  yaalXJtdoA  aobttad  aid  lo  ddsttoida 
ad?  no  oXoldi^lr  ,doaliaq  oa.’  ooaasaXa  bna  aaat  ddlw  baonsb  ^  ,  f 

^X9onlu^  ed  taaoriT  lo  a^nldiiW  ®dT  ,aaXaaiO  naga^  v^', 

,noftmKl  ,j(oaXa  .0  A  *A)  .tQMaaM  blYoa  x<i  badlba 
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Mount  Hope. 

Looking  North  along  the  path  to  the  green¬ 
house,  ?Iest  of  the  main  house. 
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not  Clean  for  great  feats  or  channel  exploits,  but  for  one  who  took 
things  easily  rather  than  by  hard  work.  One  instance  I  recall  at 
Copenhagen  in  1857,  when  the  guide  books  and  guards  warned  all  vis- 
iloro  of  danger  at  the  ocean  baths,  and  placards  and  limits  of 

diepla^-^d  for  all  bathers.  Looking  after  my  struggles 
within  the  recognised  limits  to  find  him,  I  saw  he  was  far  away 
outside  in  the  waves,  neglectful  of  the  guai’ds  and  precautions 
gracefully  and  lightly  doing  what  ha  pleased  as  though  in  his  own 
element,  and  not  disturbed  by  any  calls  to  him,  but  with  evident 
enjoyment,  and  at  his  ease.  On  the  same  journey  he  rode  from  Mon¬ 
day  af'ternoon  to  Saturday  evening  in  the  mail  coach  from  Moscow 
to  Warsaw,  stopping  twice  a  day  for  twenty  minutes  each  time.  A- 
gain  on  a  foot  journey  in  the  Hartz  Mountains  we  had  a  guide  to 
carrj'  the  bags,  yet  it  seemed  unnecessary.  Indeed  the  ordinary 
labors  and  vicissitudes  of  a  boy’s  and  yoimg  man’s  life  sat  easily 
upon  hljji,  and  he  was  well  fitted  to  sustain  all  that  he  was  called 
upon  for.  Ko  travelled  much  both  in  his  own  country,  and  abroad, 
and  with  good  observation  and  advantage,  but  of  books  and  persist¬ 
ent  study  he  was  not  so  fond,  and  I  doubt  if  ever,  until  he  entered 
the  army,  he  had  really  vindertaken  any  responsibility  even  for  his 
own  health  and  career,  Ke  never  graduated,  but  somehow  through 
teachers  and  opportunities,  and  good  use  of  many  facilities,  ac¬ 
quired  a  good  education,  soinewhat  perhaps  on  a  royal  road  of  learn¬ 
ing.  It  was  enough  for  him  generally  to  pluck  the  flowers  which 
lay  before  him,  or  near  his  way.  December  12,  1844  was  an  event¬ 
ful  day  in  this  family.  It  was  the  day  appointed  that  year  for 
Thanksgiving.  Our  sister  Bertha  was  born  that  day,  and  when  after 
breakfast  Sartell  was  told  of  the  glad  news  and  saw  the  babe,  his 
excitement  was  so  great  that  it  presently  seemed  excessive,  and 
his  motions  and  gesticulations  were  eccentric  and  beyond  control. 
Doctor  Jaises  McNaughton  pronounced  it  a  case  of  ”St.  Vitus  Dance" 
a  mysterious  disease  and  so  it  proved  to  be.  More  than  a  month’s 
medicine  and  treatment  was  necessary,  and  the  nauseous  dose  of  sen¬ 
na  and  salts,  a  wine  glass  full,  daily  inflicted  on  the  poor  boy 
was  one  of  bitter  remembrance,  but  they  conquered  and  in  two  or 
three  months  he  was  as  well  and  liappier  than  ever.  Once  again  in 
1852  there  was  a  short  recurrence  of  this  disorder,  when  Sartell 
had  been  so  homesick  at  K!r,  Churchill’s  boarding  school  at  Sing 
Sing  that  he  had’ to  be  taken  away.  This  however  was  a  milder  at¬ 
tack  and  soon  passed  when  Sartell  was  at  home. 

Across  the  river  from  Mount  Rope,  partly  hidden  from  the  house 
by  the  woods  on  the  north  Imoll  of  the  lawn,  but  in  plain  sight 
from  the  south  part  of  the  lawn, was  the  old  Van  Rensselaer  mansion, 
at  this  time  known  as  "Fort  CradDo."  It  was  an  old  building  of 
very  substantial  construction.  A  tablet  over  the  front  door  bears 


afooi  orfw  wio  'xol  fud  .nStc^lqxw  LmmUlio^io  nSM9^  -lot  abm  foa 

X£bo«*x  I  wnsieni  «i0  .allow  biBil  iwrt^ai  tliftaw  e^ntdf 

•6iY,XXa  bamaw  ibiain  boa  s)(ood  abIx/B  a<it  oadw  ,r^X  fll  naBadnaqf^ 
io  tJ’laH  bna  sbTasaXq  baa  ,8diad  oaaoo  add  ia  layiab  lo^atodt 
eaX'iairtia  laita  inXiooJ  .aiorfiad  XXa  lol  ba-^aXqatb  a^aw  ttalaa 
▼awa  tal  aaw  ad  wae  I  toid  boll  od  adbalX  baatnBoa%*r  add  nidilw 
^  anoldtfaoaiq  boa  tb*£aifB  add  lo  XjjldaalBao  ^aaTaw  add  ol  abla^iM 
>  cm  atd  at  dgoodd  aa  baaaaXq  ad  dadw  3rtd<^  boa 

dfiabiaa  ddJtw  dwd  ,«ld  od  eIXao  xm  badttfdelb  do«  baa  ^dnaaala 
•nof4  «b"rt  abd  ad  ^aorcoot  aJtaa  add  nO  .eaaa  aid  da  boa  ^daasicotoa 
woaaoM  aoal  doaoa  Xlaa  add  ol  Bolaara  xabowdaC  od  aoomatla  ^ab 
-A  .wtd  doaa  Badtmlar  lol  *  aalwd  ydxjqota  ,wa8*tall  ad 

od  ab^VB  a  bad  aw  anladox/oSI  td^aH  add  nl  dool  a  no  ntaji 

Vtaalbio  add  baabol  .^xaoaaoaamf  bwiaaa  dl  addMcriao 

xCtaaa  dae  alXX  I’naflr  ^ctmx  tea  •  'o  eatedtaaialv  boa  eiodaX 

faaXIao  saw  ad  dadd  XXa  rtlalaxrt  od  badd^il  XXaw  aaw  ad  boa  t«aid  noqii 
,baoada  boa  ,i^flooa  rnra  aid  al  ddod  "doow  baXXavaid  aH  .ool  noqi# 
•dalaaaq  faaa  edood  lo  diftJ  ,aBadflaTba  boa  noldavaaado  booB  ddlw  boa 
baiadaa.ad  Ltfnu  ^*xava  tl  ddi/ob  I  bna  <b<io^  oa  don  aaw  ad  xb^a  dna 
atd  •»!  nava  xdlXldleaoqaai  xoa  aadadaeboii  xlXa^-x  bad  ad 

rfyfoidd  wodwaot  dixd  tbadaubaiB  laTafl  aH  ♦laa'MO  boa  ddlaad  nwo 
-oa  ,aaldlXloal  x*“«  lOjaao.booB  baa  ,BaldlmfdTOjqo  boa  anadoaad 
•maaX  to  baoT  Xa^ot  a  oo  aqad'iraq  dadwanoa  ^noldaooba  booj  a  baflx/p 
do!dw  aiaaoH  add  dowXq  od  xXXjrtaoaB  alri  ^Tol  aaw  dl  .30! 

-dnr/a  oa  aair  M8X  ladaaD^  .Xaw  aid  naao  00  ^ntd  tntolad  x^ 
tot  Tiiax  ladd  badoloqqa  x*b  add  eaw  dX  -i  ixXl«at  Alril  ol  x®b  Xul 
aadla  aadw  bna  ,xab  dadd  mod  aaw  adtaaS  TOtsla  iwO  .BnlvlBtdnadT 
aid  «adad  adl  waa  bna  awao  baXi  add  lo  bXod  taw  XiodiaS  daiKand 
bna  ,a7lBaaoxa  baitaaa  dadd  daotB  oa  aaw  daaaadloxa 

•  Xoidnoo  bnoxad  bna  olidnaooe  anaw  aitoJtdaloaldaaB  baa  anolfoa  aid 
'^aooad  aodlV  .d8"  lo  ataa  a  dl  haaayonoiq  noddBX/aHoM  8«al»  nodoo<I 
e'd^noa  a  nadd  .ad  od  bavoaq  dl  oa  boa  aaaa.alb  a«/olTadaxw  • 

-«•€  aaob  aaoaftoao  add  boa  •,x**^®**^®<*  9B9  dfraxdaand  boa  anloibaW 
Xod  looq  add  no  badalXlnl  xXl*b  aaalB  anlw  a  baa  afl 

no  owl  nl  baa  baoaopooo  xadd^dod  ,  aofLBTd«a«a*i  naddld  to  aoo  aaw 
nl  nla^a  aanO  .aarw  nadd  nalqqarf  bna  tXaw  aa  aaw  ad  addnoa  aaodd 
XXotTa-li  aadw  t’^ebtoatb  aldd  lo  aaotrufoan  dooda  #  aaw  aaarid 
Bftl^  da  Xoodoa  BolbTaod  a* £1140*0140  .oM^da  dolaataod  oa  naad  bad 
•la  *tabXUi  a  aaw  larawod  aid?  .x^wa  oadad  ad  od  ‘bad  ad  dadd  B^IS 

•  wod  da  aaw  iXadiaS  aadw  baaaaq  aooa  bna  doad 
aaiA>d  add  aoil  iial;btd  xldaaq  ,«qoH  dntroW  wrrt  Tavli  add  aaoioA 
dd^la  nJUXq  nJf  fod  ,awaX  odd  to  Xtofri  iid*Jon  add  no  aboow  odd 
,nolaaan  aaaXaaanoH  naV  bXo  odd  sow, aval  odd  io  dnaq  ddooe  odd  «otl 
lo  BnlbXlud  bXo  na  aaw  dl  ••ofbaifO  •dao'?*  aa  nwoni  «tld  aldd  da 
aiaod  Toob  dflotl  add  lo^o  daXdad  A  .noldoirttanoo  Xaldnadedoa  x^wr 
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Fount  Hope . 

East  front  of  South  7;ing  and  tcain  house,  looking  North-West. 
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the  date  1642.  The  house  Kas  probably  built  by  Killaen  Van  Rens^^e- 
laer  and  an  inscription  on  one  of  the  stones  in  its  solid  irasonrv 
bears  the  initial  letters  of  his  name  and  the  date  which  also  sp- 

o^/er  the  door.  Bricks  have  t^en  taken  from  the  building  which 
wore  evidently  of  Dutch  manufacture ,  and  boro  the  date  1629.  The 
Dig  ruitors  used  in  its  construction  also  bore  marks  of  Hatch  origin. 

The  house  was  two  and  a  half  stories  high  and  v/hon  first  built 
had  evidently  had  few  windows.  There  were,  however,  many  loop  holes 
thrcrugh  which  weapons  could  be  aimed  at  an  eneinj''  and  the  house  had 
plainly  served  as  much  for  a  fort  as  for  a  grand  colonial  residence. 
In  its  basement  there  were  wine  cellars  of  capacious  dimen¬ 
sions  under  the  massive  rafters,  and  these  with  the  ample  propor¬ 
tions  of  the  house  and  its  somewhat  stately  style  suggested  that 
it  had  been  the  scene  of  open  hospitality  and  a  liberal  manner  of 
living,  ThSi. 0  TtEs  even  a  tradition  that  General  Abercrombie  and 
his  staff  had  been  entertained  hare  in  1758  and  that  later  it  had 
sheltered  the  J,!arquis  de  Lafayette.  The  story  was  tliat  the  song 
"Yankee  Doodle"  derisively  conceived  was  written  near  the  well  which 
still  exists  in  the  yard  behiiid  the  house.  1 

Hero  i.n  the  ’40s  a  Vt ,  Ross  kept  a  boys’  school  known  as  the 
"Isaac  Newton  School"  and  to  this  school  in  Nay  1845,  the  two  boys, 
Packer  and  kartell,  were  sent. 

The  east  side  of  the  river  was  at  this  time  still  a  pleasant 
place  of  residence.  The  Douws  lived  on  the  river  bank  a  little 
south  of  the  school,  and  others  of  the  family  acquaintance  lived  in 
Greenbush  on  the  hill. 

Packer  was  then  ten  years  old,  a  vigorous  boy  and  had  already 
spent  a  year  at  boarding  school  in  Poughkeepsie, 

kartell  was  eight  years  old.  He  had  never  been  away  from 


1.  Note  by  F.P.P.,  1954*  In  1909,  f.’i'.  Oscar  Sonneck,  then  Chief 
of  the  bkislc  Division  of  tho  Library  of  Congress,  made  a  detailed 
study  of  Kail  Columbia,  America,  &c.,  as  well  as  of  all  theories 
of  the  origin  and  music  of  the  words  and  tune  of  Yankee  Doodle, 
including  the  Fort  Cradlo  story  of  its  origin.  This  report  was 
suMTiarlzed  in  The  Oxford  Companion  to  ?>\)5ic,  edited  by  Lb*.  Percy 
A.  Scholes  (Oxford  University  Press,  N.  Y.,  1950). 

"The  claim  as  to  the  origin  of  tune  and  words  (and  ev'en  as  to 
that  of  the  expression  ’Yankee’)  that  b!r.  Sonneck  was  able  to 
make  at  the  end  of  eighty  pages  of  very  close  examination  of 
the  subject  was  entirely  negative  -  ’unless  it  be  deemed  a  pos¬ 
itive  result  to  have  eliminated  definitely  almost  every  theory 
ihus  far  advanced  and  thus  by  the  process  of  elimination  to 
^lave  paved  the  way  for  an  eventual  solution  of  the  puzzle."’ 
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o  -^tr  «a«rrtx  rd  illod  Tldadoiq  «bw  •Kuod  *dT  .S\dl  B^«b  ad-t 
.eigfl»a  ru.  n«*I  ^  g.^e^Bd#  lo  eao  no  ooXJqt-tMoi  na  bna  laat 

'iro".  ri'l*-  a^-2  ad*  baa  .Id  lo  .-.^i.X  X.t«nl  .-t-d 
-q^  or.W  nain  g^lsfa  .loob  ad#  laao  ataaq 

“  .dTa-iod  L  da#u<I  lb  tXJb-bl^  aia. 

d;^  10  adnaa  aTod  o.Xa  dol#6«^.™»  .#X  ri  S''' 

•llird  #.,n  nad.  boa  d,Xd  bad 

’*b!d  bnr^<ta'«  da  beala  »d  biBoa  eaoqaia,dald.  ri^id# 

-nwjlb  auotoaqao  lo  »-uIXao  aolw  aia*  a-iad#  #nM8^  !:L„  .-at, 

.toqo-ai  aXqaa  ad#  dil*  aaod#  bna  •  'T**®" 

iSi  b*#e8«u«  aXY#a  TXataia  #ad»aoo.  t#t  bna  eauori  ed#  lo  ewl# 

Ib^aftnaa  xl^ii  a  baa  x#lXaiiqaod  aaqo  lo  aaaoa  a^  naod  ^  dX 

brta  aidBoiotacTA  XsianaO  dadd  noidlfaai#  a  toyo  •7*f„ 

add  aa  naofri  loodoa  ,'.tod  »  d<?“(  e.oH  ..a  a  •,‘5*“gg,I. 

inaaaalq  a  Xilda  aai#  add#  da  ea*  wl.  odd  Xo  sbia  ie»  . 

aXddil  a  dnad  larl-t  ad#  np  bevXX  awt/oa  adT  .asnafcl^  1 

„i  bavbX  aonaJolaBpoa  xXl«l  add  lo  ..ad#«  bn.^.Xoo„« 

,baaiXa  bad  boa  v>d  .ooto»1v  a  ,bXo  ..aax  "oX  !!’' JSl’f  t<t«J. 

.alaqat-ddyrol  nt  Xbodon  v^btaod  #a  leax  a  #naq» 

-  ;  coll  xaaa  naad  lawaa  bad  aH  »bXb  etaa^  dd^Xa  *aa  IXadYa 


lelriO  nad#  .dsannoJ  xaoaO  .Ul  ,W9X  dl  .>?9X 
baXtadab  a  abaa  .aaaTJiiioa  lo  ^idU  ad#  lo  noX.WW  »ia  ■ 
aaltoad#  XXa  lo  ea  XXaw  ta  ,.o4  .aotiwA  .aldmoIoD  XXaH 
.elbood  aeXnar  lo  eno#  btta  abxow  ad#  lo  oltBia  bna  alslTO  To 

taw  Itbqai  fXdT  .frtsi.o  8#t  lo  T,.o#a  oXBaiO  #.0^  ad#  y.ndbnXwt 
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'  oX  oolX'anljlXa  lo  «B9oo>aj  ed#  xd.«xrid  bna  bebnavba  lal  e^ 
••.eXisuq  ad#  lo  noXdt'Xoa  ra/Jnsra  na  ool  x»*  “#  bavaq  avau 
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home,  and  of  him  his  brother  writes:  ”I  well  remember  yovr  father 
walking  so  quietly  about  and  his  gentle  old-fashioned  ways,  so  that 
in  tho  house  they  used  to  call  him  at  times  ‘Grandfather.’  He  was 
a  delicate  child  until  ten  or  twelve  years  old.  I  can  still  see 
him  seated  in  a  straight  backed  chair  in  company  with  Grandfather 
or  Grandmother  almost  as  of  their  converse.  He  would  understand  a 
story  to  which  he  listened  as  it  was  related  more  readily  than  I 
could,  and  all  were  pleased  to  have  him  with  them. 

Boys  were  sent  away  from  home  in  those  days  at  an  earlier  age 
tlian  is  comron  now,  and  there  must  have  been  many  unhappy  children 
learning  their  lessons  and  facing  the  world  at  the  Isaac  NewtcBi. 

The  impression  made  by  the  school  seems  to  have  been  extremely  viv¬ 
id.  The  details  of  its  life  and  routine  seem  still  after  sixty 
years  fresh  in  the  minds  of  its  pupils  and  its  mention  readily 
draws  upon  the  story  of  memory.  I’r.  Sidney  E,  Korse,  of  New  York, 
wrote  of  it  in  1905,  to  ?ar.  Warren  K.  Southwick  of  Troy: 

*I  was  just  ele\'en  years  old  this  morning  when  your  kind 
letter  was  received.  .  .  ,  You  carried  me  back  to  ’The  Isaac 
Newton,'  the  entrance  to  the  school -room,  tho  old  mammie  who 
cared  for  the  younger  boys,  and  to  that  awful  homesick  night 
when  my  good  father  left  me  and  the  steam.boat  ran  aground  op¬ 
posite  Vansion  Hall,  I  stood  on  tliS  bank  waving  to  Father 
until  darkness  shut  him  out  of  sight.  I  thought  I  should 
die  that  night.  Then  the  sudden  reco\"ery  with  the  appetite, 
the  buckwheat  cakes  covered  with  butter  and  brown  sugar.  The 
melodious  voice  of  Ross  floating  from  his  window  in  a  winter’s 
moonlight  night  ’All  those  boys  skating,  come  in  and  write 
five  pages  of  foolscap.'  Dave  and  BilTy  Wyckeff  going  to  Al¬ 
bany  Saturday  to  spend  Sunday  at  home,  carrying  one  tooth¬ 
brush  between  them,  the  handle  sawed  off  that  they  could 
carry  it  in  a  pocket,  I  going  with  John  Sprague,  -  Carl 
Wright,  Packer  and  Sartell  Prentice,  Slack  and  yourself’.  Yes 
my  memory  has  been  afloat  all  day,  living  over  those  days 
spent  in  >/*an8ion  Hall.  Shall  I  ever  forget  Cheritree.  I  do 
not  remember  her  first  name.  And  now  as  the  day  is  drawing 
to  a  close  I  wonder  how  many  of  the  boys  are  living,  and  how 
they  have  prospered.  The  Prentice  boys  I  think  are  lawyers, 
and  both  have  married  daughters.  One  of  Sartell 's  children 
married  recently.  It  was  singular  that  three  of  us  shotild 
meet  in  Yale  and  I  have  often  wondered  what  bad  become  of 
you  and  Hal  Slack.  John  Sprague  married  Annie  Olmstead  of 
Albany,  and  I  was  his  best  man.  He  went  to  Chicago  maiiy  years 
ago,  and  I  think  holds  a  good  position  in  tho  lake  Shore  Rail¬ 
road.  He  had  two  daughters,  both  married,  the  younger  died 
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sevorol  years  ago.  He  has  several  grandchildren,  I  married 
the  granddaughter  of  the  elder  Professor  Benjamin  Silliman  - 
Anna  M.  Church,  in  1B59.  T  have  two  daughters,  the  younger 
of  whom  married  Rufus  Delafield.  .  .  • 

We  had  our  trials  at  Vx,  Ross’s  school  as  we  always  will 
on  this  earth,  but  we  had  our  pleasures.  We  were  free  from 
all  cares  except  the  care  for  Ross.  -  Now  it  comes  to  rae,  - 
Lizzie  Cheritree.  How  strange  that  we  can  easily  recall  the 
‘  events  of  pur  childhood,  when  our  brain  is  like  wax,  and  the 
Impression  is  deep;  while  in  old  ago  the  wax  hardens,  and 
events  of  even  a  year  ago  are  forgotten  and  names  are  hard 
‘  to  keep.” 

Vx,  Packer  Prentice  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  school 
and  of  the  boys,  and  Hx,  Southwick's  memory  of  events  seems  inex¬ 
haustible.  Prentice  writes: 

”The  sons  of  Doctors  Sprague  and  Tfyckoff ,  and  Pohlman, 
Corning,  Rathbones,  Kidd,  Cluetts  and  Baker  of  Albany,  the 
Van  Schoonhovens  or  Schoonmakors,  the  Narrens,  Tlbbits  and 
Doughtys  of  Troy  were  among  the  scholars.  The  old  house  had 
its  own  story  of  Indian  attacks;  and  family  history  and 
legends.  The  walls  were  pierced  for  muskets,  and  were  about 
'■  -  three  feet  thick  with  window  seats.  The  fire  places  were 
■deep  and  wide  and  set  with  old  Dutch  tiles  in  blue,  with  pic¬ 
tures  on  them  -  principally  illustrations  of  biblical  his- 
•  '  tory.  The  old  well  had  been  the  scene  of  an  Indian  skir- 
'•  mish.  There  was  an  old-fashioned  garden  to  the  south  of 
the  house,  with  lilac  bushes,  and  siirubbery  in  which  we  used 
to  play  Lndian,  as  also  in  the  fields  which  belonged  to  the 
house  back  of  it.  I  well  remember  being  captain  of  a  bard 
of  brigands  there,  and  also  being  president  of  a  debating 

society,  ,  ... 

Mr*  Ross  was  something  of  a  genius  as  a  mathematician 
-  .::and  I  believe  that  even  the  infants  in  the  school  could  do 
‘  I-  - 'problems  in  algebra  that  puzzled  them  as  sophomores  in  col- 

Every  morning  in  school  we  had  prayers,  led  by  lii*,  Ross, 
or  one  of  the  teachers.  I<!r.  Ross  had  a  step-daughter,  per¬ 
haps  twenty-five  years  of  age  -  Lib  Cheritree,  who  was  a 
,  lady  Bountiful  and  a  great  blessing  to  us.  Such  ginger- 
•1  broad,  and  oftentimes  a  piece  of  cake  to  be  enjoyed  at  nigho, 
wo  must  still  bless  her  for,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  every 
boy  in  the  whole  school  had  them.  However,  there  was  a 
bountiful  table,  and  the  buckwheat  cakes  of  a  winter  morning 
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t\&y  veil  be  to  the  confusion  of  modern  doctors.  They  aided 
to  build  up  pretty  good  American  citizens. 

Bon  Baker  was  in  somo  respocts  the  life  and  wit  of  the 
school.  A  daring,  handsome  fellow,  he  always  seemed  to  me 
like  Stoerfcrth  in  David  Coppsr field.  At  times  the  fun  was 
so  g^oat  in  two  of  the  big  rooms  with  which  our  room  commu¬ 
nicated,  that  i!r.  Ross  and  his  family  came  up  and  took  chairs 
to  see  the  antics  of  Ben  Baker  and  his  crowd. 

The  only  consnunication  with  Albany  was  by  three  ferries, 
of  which  in  time  of  stress  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  Fer¬ 
ry  was  the  most  reliable.  I  remember  a  Saturday  in  springtime 
when  the  roads  were  deep  with  mud  and  the  river  at  freshet  and 
full  of  great  blocks  of  ice  -  the  greatest  freshet  of  years. 

It  was  storming  and  we  had  given  up  the  chance  of  going  home, 
which  was  directly  in  our  view  across  the  river,  when  my  fa¬ 
ther  appeared  taking  Sartell  and  me  home  across  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Ferry  where  the  boat  fought  the  ice  and  current  all  the 
way  across,  but  in  three  hours’  time  we  came  in  safely  and 
hungry  to  supper.  Itother  and  our  faithful  Janet,  and  I  think 
my  father,  would  not  have  been  content  for  Sunday  without  the 
boys.” 

Those  buckwheat  cakes  -  every  scholar  remembers  them,  lAr, 
Southwick  writes: 

"As  I  sit  here  recalling  those  distant  scenes  away  back 
three  score  years,  with  little  effort,  it  is  possible  for  me 
to  cause  to  live  again  in  fancy,  the  stout  negro  female  who 
used  to  wait  on  the  table  at  I^nsion  Hall.  Of  grace  emd  beau¬ 
ty  she  had  little,  but  the  boys  thought  her  tidy,  ^nd  her 
dexterity  in  distributing  buckwheat  cakes!  With  what  preci¬ 
sion  she  used  to  measure  the  exact  distance  from  her  plate 
on  which  the  cokes  were  heaped  to  the  plate  of  each  boy.*  And 
standing  behind  each  expectant  lad  she  would  toss  a  pair  of 
those  well  browned  buckwheats  from  her  plate  upon  his,  never 
missing.  It  was  only  during  the  season  of  buckwheat  cakes 
that  she  ever  had  opportunity  to  display  such  skill. 

"At  each  end  of  a  long  table  sat  a  teacher,  ?.tr.  Ross 
presiding  and  doing  the  carving,  Rlr.  Cary  his  assistant 
maintaining  order  at  the  other  end  of  the  line.  •  •  •  At 
tables  our  respected  master  used  to  discuss  politics  with 
his  assistant.  Then  the  boys  witnessed  an  exciting  scene. 

The  democratic  principles  in  vogue  at  that  date  found  a  stur¬ 
dy  champion  in  the  stately  master  of  Rfension  House,  The  Whig 
platform,  which  Henry  Clay  then  supported,  was  earnestly  de- 
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ttew  mrt’ddi  tdiaii  lA  .bletl'XeqqoO  bJNatl  fii  rftTolnedtS  ejJlX 
«i/atflK>o  •oo't  n/o  doldw  dtAw  Moot  gid  add  *Jo  oasf  al  .taoT)  oa 
oiXodo  dooi*  bttB  qi/  mso  xXX»ji1  did  btiB  atoK  .*1^^  iodi  ,bo^BoXn 
«  .bwoto  Bid  facw'toioa  noS  tol^WB  oot  o#  4 

.fslTtol  otTrf^  Xd  dtlw  noMootfWMWO  •df  •  -  j 

-tol  b^tXXaH  XflBdXA  bflB  notaoH  orii  aeotia  lo  amif  tti  doidw  lo 
Mcli’s<tt‘sqd  •  tadaowat  I  •aXdaiXin  ^bo«  adl  aaa  x^ 

bfifl  dadarrt  to  tarlt  adi  brui  boa  ddlw  qaab  ataw  abaoi  ad^  nadw 
•  ausex  ^adaatl  tta^BOTl  odi  -'aol  lo  eioold  lo  XXi/l 

,aBod  8fllo3  lo  aorudo  add  qff  wls  bad^aw.b/iB  gniatoda  aaw  dl 
-•1  xfl*  ^dw  add  880T0*  walv  *nw  tit  xXdoatib  eaw  doXdw 

A  ftodaoS  add  acotSB  aaod  ac  bna  IXadta*  snXJUd  bai^qa  tadd 
add  IlB  dnat-nro  boa  aol  add  dd^uol  daod  add  atadw  xtta^ 

boa  *awd  aaxdt  (ik  fird  ,taoTOBx«w 

iaJtdd  I  baa  ,da«aL  Iirtridtal  too  btia  laddcM  •taqqoa  od.X’^fu/d 
add  doodddw  xabx«/2  tol  doadaoo  «aad  avad^  dott  bXooa  ^tedd^al  X* 

•.axod 

^  ,-!«  ,oedd  «iadBa«at  laXodot  x^eva  -  aa^Uo  deadaiCoyd  aaodT  „  * 

a*  taaditw  doiwddooE 

•  '_  ,.1^1  •*  •' 

»■*  I  . *'  .  ^  •  «  . 

isad  xaaa  aonaoi  dnadBlb  aaodd  yrXXXaoat  atad  dXa  T  lA*  ^ 

ta  tol  aXdleeoq  al  dl  ,dtonif  aXddiX  ddlw  ,ataax  rrooa  aaidd 
odw  aXasal  ot^aii  dooda  9dt^^x:dnBlL  at  rXa^  tail  od  atoao  od 
•!/aad  bixa  aoari  10  •IXaH  noiaoBM  da  %tdBf  add  no  dlair  od  baao  il 
tad  boA  .xbld  tad  drf^^wdd  txad  arid  ftsd  «aXddlX  bad  ada  x^ 

-loat?  dariw  ddlW  laadao  daadadood  sitJtdodi*c^lb  fil 
adaXq  tad  tiotl  aooadalb  doiaco  add  atoaaegt'od  baao  ada  flola 
bfiA  doaa  lo  adalq  add  od  baqaad^ataw  aadao  add  Aotdw  no 

lo  tlaq  a  taod  bXoov  ada  baX  dnadoaqjca  doaa  bfiddad^sfilbnadi 
tavarr  ,ald''noqo  atalq  tad  aotl  adaadadDud  bafnrotd  Xlaw  aaodd 
aadao  taadadood  lo  noaaaa  arid  ^.nltab  xtRo-aao  dl  .sfllaala 
•  IXlda  riooa  xaXqaXb  od  xdXoodtoqpio  bad  taaa  ada  dadd 
aaofl  .iSf  ,tadoaad  a  daa  aldad  '^fioX  a  lo  baa  doaa  dA*  ^ 

dnadaXaaji  aid  x^3  •t*  ,30X^1410  addi^alob  baa/3filbXtatq 
dA  •  •  .  .aoiX'add  lo  baa  taddo  arid  da  tabto  grtlaladaXa*  Ij 
ddXa  aoXdXXoq  aaoatib  od  baao  ladiaa  badoaqaat  too  aaXdad 
.efiao»^:3nldlbxa  na  baaeoadlw  exod  add  aad?  .doadaXata  aid 
•wfa  a^ bnool  adab  dadd  da  8tf3ot  til  aaXqlooltq  oldatoMob  adT 
adT  .aavoH  nokunjif  lo  tada*r'xXadada  add  nl  noiq^ado  x** 

-ab  x^dadotaa  eaa  ,bodtcqqoB  aaiid  xaXO  xtiiaH  doldw\*toldaXq 

•  « • 


fended  by  teacher  Cary.  It  was  generally  a  drawn  battle.  The 
boys  listened  and  took  sides  much  as  their  parents  happened  to 

stand. 

Vx,  CsiTy  was  a  graduate  of  Union  College  and  to  him  was 
assigned  the  task  of  teaching  the  Latin  tongue.  He  was  a  very 
capable  instructor.  He  excelled  in  the  possession  and  exer- 
cise  of  unwearied  patience,  and  unruffled  temper,  and  surely 
it  must  have  taxed  the  patience  and  self  control  of  the  good 
assistant,  many  and  many  a  time  when  he  undertook  to  instill 
the  rudiments  of  Latin  into  the  juvenile  mind  at  l^^ansion 
Hall.  •  .  •  Cary  hardly  gained  his  due  reward  after  so 

many  Icng  years  of  self  denial  end  strenuous  work.  Forty 
years  later,  he  was  still  teaching  -  filling  the  position  of 
principal  at  Auburn  Academy.  His  successor  at  K^ansion  Hall, 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  forties,  was  L.  A.  Brigham,  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Hamilton. 

As  to  the  boys  in  the  school  -  one  of  the  most  popular 
was  John  Sprague,  quick,  correct  in  deportment,  and  very 
fond  of  dogs.  Then  too,  there  were  Joe  Turner  and  Howell 
Rathbono;  -  Joe  a  callow  youth,  in  those  days  often  remind¬ 
ing  his  schoolmates  of  his  ’Aunty’  who  was  none  other  than 
lYs.  Corning.  The  Wyckoff  boys  were  much  liked,  David  a 
good  scholar,  active  and  jovial,  Willy  younger,  lacking 
David’s  snap  and  refinement,  but  full  of  drollery.  The 
dandies  of  Mansion  Hall  were  Benton  and  Barker.  Benton 
used  to  declaim  a  piece  of  a  humorous  kind  beginning 

Hans,  a  poor  honest  country  lout 
not  over-stocked  with  learning, 

Chanced  on  a  summer-eve  to  m^et 
a  vicar  home  returning. 

which  he  was  wont  to  recite,  greatly  to  the  amusement  of 
the  boys.  Franklin  P.  Olcott  was  another  rather  prominent 
boy  at  the  school  with  a  penchant  for  declamation.  His 
piece  was  in  laudation  of  the  Land  of  Cakes.  ’Scotland!  ^  ^ 
There  is  magic  in  the  sound.  Statesman,  scholars,  heroes. 
Olcott  was  very  fond  of  it.  He  seemed  to  think  that  such 
an  outburst  must  create  a  wonderful  impression. 

One  of  the  pets  which  the  boys  at  I^nsion  Hall  had  was 
a  ssall  calf  which  Mr.  Ross  was  raising.  The  little  crea¬ 
ture  became  a  decided  favorite.  He  was  very  gentle,  f diet¬ 
ing  the  boys  when  he  could,  being  fed  from  their  hands, 
so  they  never  once  thought  of  his  being  made  into  veal  some 
day,  but  the  day  came!  The  massacre  of  the  innocent  actually 
took  place.  The  butcher  did  his  work,  the  cook  did  hers,  the 
favorite  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  board,  but  the  program 
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drfT  .sXi^Bd  nfWBTb  A  ^XlAien^  saw  il  .^tiaO  lAdOAA^  ^  bo&aAl 
of  bea^qqjBd  a^ffonAq  aa  ddint  lAbXA  ^oo^  boA  barriKtAlX  t^otf 

•  “.bflA^S 

;|AW  Mid  qi  brtM  o^olloO  aohiU  lo  oiAcrbAt^  a  saw  x^mO  4*^ 

A  CAA  aH  ,AJ/^iTaf  ftliAJ  Adt  gaJtddAA#  lo^afaif  Adi  feen^XetA 
•laxA  bi^  ooltSAAAoq  Aiit  ol  bAfXAokA  aK  .toiD&rciani  aldAQAA 
XlB-an  bTTA  ,tAqMAi  bAXlliruar^baB  ,AOflAiXAq  bAi*tAAwa{/  lo  Add 
Ad  lo  XoiXnoA  IXaa  b/u  AonAitAq  Ad  bBXJj  AAAff  iatrar  ft 
^XXiied  of  Tloofnobnu  Axi  aodw  oalf  a  ^c^am  biu  '^ttuM  liaAiaiaiA 
ncisnd  fB  balm  oltnmrul  oHf  ofat  oIXaJ  lo  doAsibiit  Bdf 
09  ten  A  biAWAt  eifb  Btd  baalBS  x^bTAd^^iAO  •  .  •  .XXaH 
Xiio^  .iiow  At/ormaiit  boA  XAiflAb'lXAt  lo  AiAAnc  af»X 
lo  ooidtoq  Ad  adXXXl  -  jiddoAoi  XXlit  «AW*Ad  iXA^aX  tiAAt 
^XXaH  oolenaM  ^a  lOBaBoom  iiH  ^xBobnok  nvjdisPfi  XAqioaiiq 
•bATl  a  fOArfslxa  »k  .J  tAW  ,AAi^l  Ad  lo  IXOd  ‘lAdAX  Ad  nX 
f  FT  ,  •oofttmAH  lo  of  ASS 

TAlix^oq  iaoai  odf  lo  ono  •  XoodoA  edf  aX  vxSd  Bdf  of  zA 
TTOv  boB  ^faeaftoqeb  d  Xoonoo  ^Axx^AiqS  ndol  saw 

XXaaoH  bflA  'lAfnx/T  ao^  aiaw  Aiod  ,ooi  floriT  .agob&lo  bnol 
-bni«Ai  aadlo  t^Ab  eeorf^  at  aoXIao  a  aoI  **  jonoddAH 

nad  *tAriXo -Adoo  baw  orfw  1®  Bt^AdoodoB  tiii  sal 

A  bhraC  ,bAdiX  doum  aiaw  t^cd  llodo^W  offT  •BTfl 

^oikoAX  ,’tASJTOox  ,XAiTot  bflA  AvidOA  « lAXodoA  bool 

»  AdT  •.vreXXo'tb  lo  XXi/i  ftfd  ^fBtmBoX^wn  boA  qont  B^bivAU 
ooitfiAS  •TAd'XAS  bfiA  nofoBS  AiAw  XXaH  (foieoAH  lo  eeibnAb 
-  sxiinfxi^Ad  bold  euotomd  a  lo  AOAlq  a  arlAloAb  oi  boBu 
"  fuol  x^ntfoo  ttAnoif  looq  a  ,  rnisH 

«9nlffiAAX  dfXw  bAd-^aiA-'TATO  foa 
XAAM  of  BVA-TAMBOB  a  ffOtbAOOAflt)  **  ^ 

•SfiiimiAt  AMoii  wtt\B  *  ^ 

lo  irrAMAAiyaA  od  of  ^U’aais  ,dlAAi  oi  fnow  aaw  Bd^doldw 
inoxiiooiq  *z8dAT  XAdiooA  aaw  dooXO  »H  olXdoAiY  .Axod’sd 
alH  •ffoliASAXoAb^tol  inadocEAq  a  dilw  Xoodos  Bdf  fB  x^ 
IbOBlfooZ*  «AAdA0  lo  bOAj  Ad  lo  flOiiAbOAX  nl  8AW  AOAlq 
*  itAoiAd  ^aiAfodoB  ^afsaAidS  .botrot  odf  at  olgAM  ai  A^adT 
doim  iad  knid  d  boMAAO  aH  .d  lo  bflol^X"^®^  aaw  X^oXO 
•  flOlBAAiqBl^XijrlTAbflOV  A  AXAno  i^BC/n  fBtSJdfUO  OB 
bav  bad  XXaH  MiaaBlI'^XA  arod  Bdf  doidw  aioq  ad  lo  oaO  ^ 
•BBTLO  BlfftX  Art?  •snlalAB  AAW  taoH  *111  doldw  IXao  XXaob 


•WJXXoI  ,AXXrtA*  IftAT  AAW  aH  UfXfOTBX  boblOAb  A^AOAOOtf  AWi 


•  ffiboBd  dad  soTl  bal  ^ad  ,bXi;oo  ad  nadw  i^od  ad  jnl 
amoB  Xaat  o^ol  abaA  ^olad  aid  lo  idlgwad  aooo  toraa  x^df  oa 
XXXaoIoa  inaacflnl  ad  lo  AtaAaaaa  adT^  Iasao  x*^  adf  fud  fX^ 
#d  ,Btad  bib  iooo  odf  ,itTow  eld  bib  ledaXtof  adT  •aoAXq  dcef 
MAX^oxq  ad  fud  ,bTAod  odf  lo  bBod'odf  fB  ba^aaqqA  ailiowAl 
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went  no  further.  The  hoye  refused.  Whether  in  after  life 

they  were  so  influenced  by  sontiraent  would  be  worth  knowing.” 

On  Sundays  the  boys  who  stayed  at  R^aion  Hall  used  to  attend 
service  at  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Greonbush,  or  cross  the  ferry 
and  go  to  church  in  Albany.  In  the  Greenbush  church  they  sat  on 
the  north  side  and  listened  to  a  sermon  by  old  Dr,  Fisher,  The 
Biusic  was  by  stringed  instruaents.  To  keep  order  at  the  school 
there  were  Sunday  lessons  to  be  learned  after  service  BiemoriEing 
verses  from  the  Bible, 

For  the  boys  who  attended  school  from  Troy  the  short  trip  by 
rail  was  very  easy  when  the  trains  ran.  But  in  winter  the  rail¬ 
road  was  often  closed  by  snow  and  passengers  left  to  pass  the 
night  in  the  cars  or  in  a  railroad  station  -  an  experience  with 
which  the  Troy  boys  were  very  familiar.  When  the  railroad  was 
closed  the  way  to  Troy  was  by  the  stage  coach  which  used  to  start 
from  the  old  liuseum  Building  on  the  north  corner  of  State  Street 
and  Broadway  in  Albany, 

This  business  was  owned  by  Itr.  Baker  who  later  was  succeeded 
by  the  Halsteads,  When  the  Hudson  at  Troy  was  open  the  stages 
crossed  the  river  by  ferry  -  an  old  horse  ferry  of  the  earliest 
era  of  ferry  construction. 

In  I84S  changes  in  the  school  life  of  the  boys  having  oc¬ 
curred  Sartell  was  taken  to  a  highly  recommended  school  in  the 
healthful  location  of  South  Williamstown,  lassachusetts,  but  it 
was  impossible  to  keep  him  there.  He  was  visited  by  his  mother 
and  father,  taken  to  Williamstown  and  lived  for  a  time  at  the 
hotel  with  R!rB,  Baird,  but  finally  August  7th  his  father  went 
for  him,  and  brought  him  home  with  this  remark  entered  in  his 
diary,  ”Ho  seemed  better  as  soon  as  we  got  out  of  the  air  of  the 
school.”  In  May  1849  the  boys  entered  the  Alger  Institute  in 
Connecticut,  and  Sartell  appears  to  have  been  there  a  second 
surmier  while  his  brother  was  ill  at  his  home.  Thoii'  cousins 
from  Brooklyn,  John  and  Fowler  and  several  boys  from  Albany  and 
Troy  wore  at  this  school.  It  was  in  a  lovely  and  somewhat  se¬ 
cluded  region  in  the  Housatonic  Valley,  where  there  had  been  an 
early  mission.  The  village  green  and  worthies  dwell  pleasantly 
in  our  recollection.  The  Rev.  Warren  W.  Andrews,  a  clergyman  of 
Boiije  distinction,  formerly  of  Troy  and  later  of  the  Tabernacle 
Church,  in  New  York  was  principal.  There  was  a  full  corps  of 
professors,  among  them  a  Rev,  E.  B.  Andrews,  a  good  fisherman 
both  for  boys  and  game,  and  there  was  an  excellent  building,  fit¬ 
tings  and  appliances.  Professor  Andrews,  iCr,  Packer  Prentice 
writes,  gave  me  my  first  copy  of  Isaak  Walton,  and  sometimes 
took  mo  with  him  when  he  went  fishing.  On  one  occasion  near  a 


4  olll  -retli#  al  T:®dteinr  . ^  .^dtvn  on  Ssnw^  ^ 
■•^rtliOfoC  diiow  Bd  bXifOW  StwdSMB  beoaQtfXVa  o*  rxirw 

bad^fBof  hBtu  tUH^aoUtulA  U  b9%»^  odw  n«*  n^dxmt  nO 
Tvr®!  9df  B®oi9  10  ^rieirrfriorrO  at  rfoit/riO  oohrioi 

no  ^JSB  doiurto  dolr^a•rfO  orft  al  rfowdo  baa 

odT  .ladtl^  .Ttl  bXo  noarwi  J  bona^slX  boa  »bl®  rfiion  tdt 
Xooifoa  odi  lobio  q»«(  oT^  .B^aoamtwit  bosuXiit  taw  oleim 

siiXtlToaa*  eoineo  ibSU  bomaoX  ecf  oi  woBtoX 

^  ^  ««IdXfi  arfi  ao'rt  eoaiar 

rd  qtit  iiorft  ar!i  x<5'*'P  Xoodw  bobao^da  odw 
-XX«i  BdS  ’iBfalif  tti  dcrfl  ,tin  tfiXald  acCt^aadw 

wtf  seaq  of  dlaX  aie^tfataaq  bat  lorra  jd  biaoXo  aatlo  eaw  baoi 
aonolioqxa  ttB  •  nofdat*  baoiXial  a  fdt  io  siao  odf  al  dd^n 
•Av  bBO^XlBi  addLnedt  •uiXlaal  t^t  oia#  odt  ’doXdw 

^Aii  of  beta  doldiTdosoo  odf  •**  XO^  of  odf  baeoXo 

ieaii8  ofMfZ  lo  isaioo  xtHoa  od^  flo  ^dlibXli/^  moBvit  bXo  tdi  *011 

.XrtadXA  lil:  T«d)aoia  bflA 

beboaoW^RAV  lOdaX  odw  xadafl  x^  botm  ook  BBfiolox/d  aldT  , . 
bo^^IbJb  odf  aaqo  saw  x^iT^da  fifotbi/H’  adj  oadW  •abaa^tXAH  odf  ^ 
itatXiaa  odf  lo  rrtal  aaiod  bXo  oa  •  x^  lavli  odf  baeaoio, 

^rtolfosnfoaoo  x^oX  lo  Aia 

-00  saXiari  oxod  odf  lo  ollX  Xoodot  (?riJ  al  do^nmio  8>8X  xil 
odd  rtl  Xoodot  bobaeaooooi  x^d$ld  o  of'^nodof  aab  XlofasB  boTUfO 
fl  fvd  ^BffoBJjdoBBBOfi  ^owoftmidlllW  dfooS  lo-notiaooX  tx/ldflood 
xsdicM  aid  \d  botXaXy  aow  oR  ♦oiodd  ntirirqoad  of  oXdtaaoqaX  bmw 
•d^  ^A  ooXi  A  lol  bovXX  bflA  itoodAfiAlXXiW  of  nodof  ^todfsJ  boo 
fnow  itddAl  Bid  dfV  fBsr^l  xXXAaJtl  fadji^b^MA  .aiM  dflw  Mod 
aid  fll  beioloo  d’lasox  oldf  dflw  ocaod  itld  Jtd^woid  boA  |«ld  lol 
odf  Jo  i1a  add  lo  fvo  fo^  aw  a  a  nooa  a  a  xoffod  beeiBaa  aH"  tT^aXb 
al  ofuflfBoI  la^XA  odf  boxofao  arod  adt  9iB£  ".loodoa 

booooa  jA  OTodf  flood  orod  oi  aiAoqqa  XXo^ia8  bno  ,dSrdilooni!o3 
aolexrjo  itodT  .oaod  old  fo  XXI  a  aw  lodtoid  aid  oXXdw  loaamw 
bflA  xoadlA  ofoiVax^  XaiOYoa  bho  toXwol  bao'^ndoX  ,flxIiooifl  moil 
-as  iAdweaoa  boa  xXavoX^'a  ol  aaw  IX  .loodoa  aldd  f»  oiow  xo**^ 
OA  flood  bad  oiodd  oiadw  otriOvtAAtfoH  odd  ol  nolsot  bobaXo 

xXdoAAAoXq  XXoftb  ool^iow'bflt  aoot^  o^^all^  odT  Inolaalfl  x^"*^ 
lo  riBoaxsioXo 'a  ,awo*^i^  .If  tfoiiaff  .toH  odT  .noldooXXoooi  iwo  fll 
^  oXoaniodaT  OaII  lo  ttdaX  boo  xoiT  lo  xXiflfliol  ^floldooldalb 
lo  aqioo  Xiz/l^A  aaw  oiodT  .laqlanlwi  aaw  alioT  wwl^nl^  fdoiffdO 
'  noatiodtll . b6o)|i' A  ^avriboA  .8  ,S,.wod  A  flodd  ^toba' tA**®***^®**^ 
-dll  ^:sialblltfi  fctollooxo'a$  aaw  oiodd  bita  ,§0103  too  axod  10I  dd^ 
‘'  "aoldfla*rt  leioal  .i!4  ,8»oibrxA  loaaalo^  .OBOflAlXqqfl  b«A  AS^Xd 
"atatldoBOA  bna  ,flodXAl  daoAl  l«-x^oo  daill  'xA  om  oto% 

0  lAOfl  nolaaooo  ono  tO  ^^flldall  dnow  od  oodw  flld  ddlw  o«  aood 
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dark  and  lonely  pond  where  he  got  some  very  fine  trout,  we  ntorned 
for  a  night  at  a  country  house,  bo  primitive  that  when  wo  wont  up- 
etalrs  to  tho  best  chamber ,  we  had  to  go  out  of  tho  door  end  walk 
up  the  hillside  to  enter  at  a  higher  level,  and  in  the  morning  tho 
oan>o  pail,  brought  water  for  our  wash.ing  also  for  our  drinking 
purpose,  iMrnished  water  for  our  horse,  and  did  duty  as  a  milk 
pail.  I^ofessor  Frolich,  the  German  teacher,  went  out  fishing 
once  with  a  Professor  Andrews,  but  was  no  bettor  angler  than  I  had 
been,  but  a  stalwart  smoker.  He  had  used  all  his  matches  but  one, 
and  fearing  he  could  not  get  another  light  smoked  up  at  one  sit¬ 
ting  fourteen  cigars  while  waiting  for  Professor  Andrews,  all  that 
he  had.  This  was  a  delightful  country,  with  clear  runnirig  streams, 
fine  meadows,  lovely  hillsides  and  woods. 

In  1B50  there  was  an  effort  to  get  Sartell  into  Vt,  Church¬ 
ill  ‘s  noted  semi  military  school  at  Sing  Sing,  but  no  vacancy 
could  be  found  until  the  next  year  at  the  October  tern.  Here 
was  the  same  unfortunate  experience  referred  to  previously.  I 
remember  visiting  my  brother,  and  again  being  sent  there  to  see 
If  it  were  possible  to  comfort  him,  but  on  ^^y  3,  1852,  hla  father 
went  down  and  brought  Sartell  back  -  a  sick  boy.  In  the  air  of 
home  he  was  soon  well  again.  His  next  school  experience  was  at 
the  Albany  Academy,  and  finally  after  his  brother  and  cousin  were 
at  Williams  College,  Sartell  went  to  Swan's  School  at  Wil- 
liamstown  in  lb54>  preparatory  to  entering  college  in  the  spring 
of  1855. 

Far  more  than  any  school  could  give,  however,  there  was  in¬ 
struction  and  experience  to  be  had  from  the  life  at  Mount  Hope. 

The  hospitable  doors  of  the  big  house  were  always  open  and 
the  kin  and  friends  of  the  family  were  a  much  travelling  folk. 
Rarely  a  day  passed  without  some  one  coming  from  down  the  river, 
from  St,  Lawrence  County,  or  from  the  houses  of  uncles  and  aunts 
in  various  cities.  The  herd  of  Shorthorns  end  Ayrshire s  drew  vis¬ 
itors  even  from  a  distance,  and  other  farmers  and  persons  Inter¬ 
ested  in  agriculture  and  horticulture,  came  and  went,  as  we  did 
to  each  other’s  places  for  both  recreation,  suggestions  and  ex- 
p-arlence. 

There  was  also  the  intercourse  with  tho  city,  and  clergymen, 
professors  and  teachers  were  both  often  invited  and  of  their  own 
accord  frequented  the  place  as  most  agreeable  to  their  leisure, 
randfather  was  in  the  direction  of  the  academies  and  several  of 
principal  institutions  of  Albany,  Professor  Crittenton  and 
^  ofcBsor  Horsford,  afterward  professor  of  chemistry  at  Harvard 
*roquently  called,  the  latter  both  before  and  after  his  study  in 
^rrany,  and  found  here  sympethy  and  support  in  their  work  and 
P  ans.  So  several  artists,  and  among  them  J.?r.  Henry  K.  Brown 
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rrere  of  the  choicest  friends  and  most  at  home  here.  Brown  was 

a  sculptor  and  some  of  his  statues,  and  statues  and  paintings  of 
his  selection  were  in  the  big  house.  Reverend  Doctor  Sprague  would 
walk  down  of  an  afternoon,  and  ho  was  such  an  interesting  talker 
and^good  story  teller,  that  the  children  as  well  as  the  elders 
gladly  gathered  about  his  chair.  At  times  he  had  had  a  room  in 
the  house  to  use  for  retreat  and  for  writing  to  escape  callers  at 
his  own  non>3 .  It  was  not  certain  at  any  meal  time  who  might  be 
the  guests.  They  might  come  at  breakfast  as  the  diary  makes  men¬ 
tion.  Cnee  it  was  llr.  Bott  of  Virginia  and  a  friend,  again  Pro¬ 
fessor  0.  y.  Mitchell  and  Doctor  Armsby,  another  time  Rev.  Dr. 

Potts  of. New  York  and  l^illlam  Sprague  rode  down.  More  frequent- 
:ly  it  would  he  at  the  two  o'clock  dinner  or  at  tea.  For  a  formal 
dinner  party  the  fashionable  hour  in  the  city  was  five  o’clock. 

There  were  special  occasions  also  beyond  the  ordinary  visits 
and  social  duties,  -yihen  in  1850  the  State  Agricultural  Society 
was  to  hold  its  fair  in  Albany,  Grandfather  was  President,  and" 
entertained  at  that  time  a  large  party  of  guests.  Father  saw  the 
company  and  his  boyish  ideas  could  rest  on  a  good  many  people,  and 
a  good  kind  of  people*  At  the  fair  among  those  staying  at  Mount 
Hope  were  Ex -President  Martin  Van  Buren  and  his  brother  Smith  l^an 
Buren,  Dr,  Beeoian  of  Kinderhook,  Judge  Van  Bergen  and  daughter 
from  Coxsackie,  Mr.  Blair  of  Washington,  I’r,  Parsons,  G.  R. 
James,  the  English  novelist  and  writer  and  his  daughter,  Uncle 
John  and  some  of  our  cousins,  Ih’,  H,  K,  Brown  and  others.  The 
bed-rooms  in  south  wing  were  occupied  while  at  the  dinners  and 
breakfasts  there  was  a  large  table,  and  to  it  the  boys  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  were  admitted.  To  their  delight,  for.  more  than  a  week  there 
.had  been  a  famous  cook  of  Albany  employed,  Mary  Jackson,  and  her 
husband  with  her  as  a  butler,  with  additional  waiters,  through 
whom  came  to  us  much  additional  entertainment  both  material  and 
mental.  It  would  be  safe  to  say  that  little  of  these  opportuni¬ 
ties,  and  of  the  good  things  possible  in  the  way  of  education,  was 
lost  on  these  boys. 

The  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  whose 
meeting  in  1849  Lady  Mary  Nortley  describes  in  her  travels,  held 
one  of  its  most  successful  meetings  in  Albany  in  1851.  Its  dis¬ 
tinguished  members  were  pleasant  callers  and  visitors  and  every 
house  was  open  to  them.  Large  receptions  were  given  throughout  the 
week  and  one  of  these  evenings  was  at  Mount  Hope.  The  avenue  was 
lit  by  lanterns  hung  from  the  trees,  and  the  pleasures  of  the  re¬ 
ception  were  long  remembered.  Professors  Pierce,  Agassiz,  Hall, 
Htchel,  Gould,  Henderson  and  Wild  wore  of  the  strangers  we  saw. 
Professor  Hall  was  indeed  an  Albanian  and  State  Geologist.  He  had’ 
^I'ought  a  libel  suit  for  criticisms  by  Professor  Agassiz  on  some 
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of  his  geological  maps,  and  the  scientific  community  was  ranged 
spiritedly  on  either  side,  although  it  was  imagined  that  sober 
facts  were  rather  against  him* 

It  was  one  of  the  features  of  this  1851  meeting  that  these 
two  leaders  were  publicly  reconciled,  and  made  friends  again,  but 
whether  at  the  expense  of  the  maps  it  is  difficult  to  say.  The 
.story  was  told  at  the  dinner  table  and  another  incident  was  related 
of  a  call  made  by  Professor  Pierce  and  several  other  men  on  a  printer 
.at  work  in  the  Van  Benthuysen  Printing  Office  named  Richardson  whose 
mathematical  papers  and  study  had  astonished  and  greatly  interested 
them.  They  told  him  he  would  be  an  honored  associate,  urged  the 
publication  of  his  work,  and  invited  him  to  Join  their  society. 

:  It  was  the  custom  of  Albanjr,  and  of  all  the  principal  houses 
'and  citizens  to  entertain,  and  do  it  well,  every  noted  and  distin- 
'guished  body,  association,  or  visitor,  who  came,  as  its  people 
thought  was  its  due,  to  visit  and  meet  in  this  old  and  well  estab- 
.lished  city.  •••■  'i'  '  ■ 

.  Albany  was  not  at  this  time  a  small  city  nor  principally  a 
political  center.  Its  lum.ber  and  wheat  markets  were  of  the  larg- 
.est.,,.It8  great  lumber  business  continued  until  recent  years. 

.The.  stove .industry  and  other  factories  were  important  and  large 
institutions,  particularly  educational,  flourished  there.  It  had 
not  become  a  way  station,  merely,  on  any  route,  but  was  at  the 
head  of  navigation"  on  the- Hudson ,  the-terminal  of  canals,  and 
railroads  Just  beginning,  and  of  stage  routes  many.  "Albany  is  a 
magnificent  town,"  Lady  Vary  Wortley  wrote  in  1849,  "the  streets 
are  broad  and  straight."  ,  .  .  "The  town  appears  very  clean  and 
is  altogether  a  very  striking  looking,  bustling,  thriving  and  ad¬ 
mirably  situated  place." 

Of  Albany  life  and  the  events  of  this  time  ^’r.  Packer  Pren¬ 


tice  writes:- 

"It  was  on  Vay  22,  1851,  that  President  Fillmore  and 
his  cabinet  returning  from  the  opening  of  the  New  York  and 
Erie  Railroad  at  Dunkirk  were  entertained  at  a  public  ban¬ 
quet  in  Albany.  The  same  year  there  was  a  great  mass  meet- 
•  ing  on  the  constitutional  questions  defended  by  Daniel  Keb- 
ster,  and  on  Viiy  28th,  he  delivered  in  front  of  Congress 
■■  i  Hall  his  great  Albany  speech  which  closes  as  perhaps  you 

will  remember  with  the  quotation  of  the  lines  describing  the 
successful  voyage  of  the  ship  of  state.-  The  boys  attended 
this  meeting  and  were  admitted  later  to  the  speaking  at  the 
banquet  in  Congress  Hall.  J.  C.  Spencer  presiding.  The 
Vayor,  K!r,  Corning  and  ycur  grandfather  were  the  vice  prosi- 
dents.  On  April  23,  1S53,  General  Scloiron  Van  Rensselaer, 
our  neighbor  of  Cherry  Kill,  died,  and  there  was  a  great 
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military  funeral,  and  on  July  21  of  that  year  the  body  of 
henry  Clay  in  charge  of  a  committee  of  the  Senate  on  its 
way  to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  was  received  with  torch  light 
procession  in  IQbany  and  lay  for  the  night  in  the  capitol* 

On  July  28,  1852,  was  the  appalling  disaster  of  the  burning 
of  the  steamboat  Henry  Clay  in  which  there  were  many  lives 
lost  and  among  them  lii*.  Bartlett,  the  principal  of  the  Col¬ 
legiate  School  at  Poughkeepsie  where  Packer  and  his  cousins 
were  placed  in  1843-  and  4.  The  opening  of  the  river  and  the 
first  boat  from  New  York  were  great  events  until  the  Hudson 
River  railroad  was  completed*  Thus  in  1843  the  diary  states 
that  on  January  5th  sleighing  had  been  good  since  November 
30th,  but  on  the  Sth  the  ice  went  out  as  far  down  as  Colmans 
and  Coxsackie,  and  at  the  latter  place  there  was  a  dam  of  ice 
for  two  weeks.  On  January  22  navigation  was  opened  and  no 
frost  was  in  the  groimd,  February  1st  the  river  closed  again, 
"'and  on. the  17th  the  thermometer  stood  twelve  degrees  below 
■zero.  The  first  steamboat  came  up  to  Van  Vies  Point  on 
-'April  10th,  and  on  that  day  the  ferry  to  Greenbush  opened. 
Previously  they  had  been  crossing  on  the  ice.  Whenever  the 
ice  damned  in  this  way  there  was  a  great  freshet,  the  streets 
in  Albany  were  flooded  and  the  island  in  front  of  the  houses 
was  covered.  Every  great  freshet  flooded  the  flats  and  the 
island,  so  that  from  our  hill  we  looked  over  a  great  expanse 
of  water.  The  boats  rounding  the  turn  at  the  Point  below 
were  plainly  visible  from  the  south  knoll  and  the  sound  and 
‘  its  echo  from  their  wheels  distinctly  heard,  and  we  used  of¬ 
ten  to  time  the  sending  of  the  caiTiage  to  meet  the  boat,  from 
hearing  and  seeing  it  below.  In  this  year  was  the  great  snow 
storm  on  Larch  17th  when  the  snow  was  over  three  feet  deep  and 
a  like  experience  there  was  four  years  later  on  Larch  27th, 
1847.  The  diary  mentions  the  fact  that  this  was  the  greatest 
snow  storm  since  Laura  Frances  died  in  1843,  and  again  they 
had  to  shovel  roads  through  snow  drifts  on  the  avenue.  In 
1847  the  ice  moved  and  boats  came  to  dock  April  7th.  There 
were  times  in  these  freshets  when  the  road  was  covered  with 
water  and  the  family  went  to  chm*ch  by  going  around  in  the  lot 
passing  what  was  called  Ice  house  gill.  On  one  occasion  Vr. 
I^olverton  the  tenant  in  Swiss  cottage  lost  a  pair  of  horses 
drowned  in  that  place  in  freshet  time.  The  road  was  after¬ 
wards  raised  above  any  danger. 

Travel  to  New  York  in  winter  was  either  by  the  Housa- 
tonic  Railroad  from  Pittsfield  to  Bridgeport,  or  by  Spring- 
field  to  New  Haven,  -  thence  by  boat  to  New  York.  Se^.'eral 
such  journeys  are  described  in  your  grandfather’s  diary 
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.  -IoO'biIX  lo  iBqioatiq  »di  .iieX^Toa  .tSI  a»iii  ^Boa»  btu  iaoX 
j  ‘'irtlBUOo  Bid  baa  ied98l;»iBri»  oiaqBodiisiiol  do  loodaZ  8i^q*X 
adt  bflB  qBvit  arit  lo  goXn^o 

noetwH  aitt  XiJnu  adnara  Ja»qi  aiaw  iiol  BaM^aoil  daitl 
BBtBrt  TiBlb  BrfJ  tlSX  nl  Bi/riT  .baJaXqitos  BBW  bBortXBX  laviH, 
itLavoK  eofUB  booa  naad  bad  sairfslaXe  <ue 
anaaloO  bb  mob  ibI  bb  iifo  dnaa  aol  add  dJ6  adt  no~  iud 
•ol  lo  HBb  M  9MW  9i9dJ  99bLc[  •tW’  fxiB  ^oiioaexoO  oaji 

oa  boB  benaqo  bbw  coitBSiTBa  SS  “0  • 
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voXod  i'do'i^ob  ovXowt  faoo^t  T[0^#aK>®*io#tt  fflt  rf^TX  wit  no  tOB  * 
no  ^nlo^  «ejtW  mV  oi  qa  wbbo  S»QiSeiB»fz  intll  orfT  .oiot  i 
•  benoqo  dex^dnoBTO  oi"  xtxsI  rto^bfiB  ,diOX  II  * 

lovofft/W  aoat  odt  no  sfiXtBoro  fwiBd  bad  X«t^  » 

t^wTte  odi  iaeTS  <■  «**  X**  *1^  boniiBD  ®ol 

tetood  odt  lo  Snon\  tU  boBltl  bAs  bctM  bobooll  •'tjw  ' 

•d^  fans  8^«X1  8d^  bobooXl  iadaeil  abaievco  ebw  ►  j 

aeruiqx*  ^sots  s  navo  baiooX  ear  XXlri  *wo  moiI  Isdt  o«  (bifslti 
woiad  a/lt  ^b  mu^  edJ;  a^^bnooi  «iAod  tdT  .ia^»w  lo 

beta  bisuoB  fans  XXoiri  d^uou  adt  aXdiilv  tIaXoIq  anaw 

-lo  beau  aw  bns  ,tn[Bad  xX^®flI^®II^  aXaadw  nlari^  «oTl‘odoa  ail  ^ 
soil  ,^aod  BdS  SBBm  of  a^i^irao  aitt  arO  Bats  oi  na^\ 

aorta  iaoT^  adi  aaw  taax  aldi  til  #aoIodr  ii  ytlaoo  fans  jpat*iBad 
boa  (jaab  ^aal  aand^  *iawo  asw^wooi  atit  oadw  dtVX  doTaX  no  iBiotB 
,dtVS  doTsM  ao  lataX  ansax  wl  aow  atari.*  aonaiwixa  •^UX  a 
iaa^faeta  aitf  asw  aittt  ^ad^  ^oal  adi  unotSitm  r^alb  aV^I 

xadl  oiasa  bna  ,C.>BX  ai  balb  aaoaa*rt,  ati;aJ  aonla  anoia  wow 
al  BaaftaTB  adt  ao  a^lltb  worti  dsaotdf  abaot  Xawodt 
atari?  •iW'r  Xi^A  doob  ol  afluio  eisod  baa  bavoa  aol  ad^  V^X 
dfiw  ba^MYOO  aaw  boot  arid  nadw  adadaatl  aaadd  ol  aa«Id  ataw 
doX  add  (it  bnoota  ^nlos  X^  riotirdo  od  dna*  x^**^  tadaw 

.131  aoiatooo  ano  tiO  aXXl^  aai/od  aol  boXIao  aaw  dadw  ^aXaaaq 
aaaiod  lo  liaq  a  daol  a^addoo  aabrfi  at  dnaoad;  add  nodiavl^i^ 
-ladlt  aaw  baoi  adT.  .eatid  dadarrt  nl  aoelq  d^  ol  banwoib 

«  .  '  .la^aab  \tLa  afoda  boalai  abiaw 

-aeiroH  add  x^rtoddla  aaw  tadnlw  ai  rftoY^waH  od  XeraiT 

X*^  ,dToqaiblt6  od  bXaXltddlY  aoil  baoiIlaH  axaod 
.  Xatavae  aiioT  waM  cd  daod  xA  BBitBdi  -  ,«aYaH.iw«l  od  blan 
X  XMlb  •*tadd«lbaaTi‘iifOX  at  badlioaab  na  axoow>t 
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in  these  years.  The  New  York  Central  Railroad  was  not  com- 
'  pie ted  up  to  1852.  There  was  a  railroad  to  Boston  and  from 
New  York  to  Washington  and  these  journeys  your  father  made 
more  than  once.  The  journeys  to  the  north  and  east  and  in 
the  interior  of  New  England  wore  moro  formidable  and  part  of 
the  way  by  stage  and  particularly  to  St.  Lawrence  County, 
Newport,  N.  H.,  or  Alstead.  Some  description  of  two  of  these 
journeys  in  I846  may  be  interesting  at  this  day.  On  August 
17th  the  boys  with  their  parents  left  for  Montreal  via  Sara¬ 
toga,  Lake  George  and  Plattsburg  on  Ifonday  spending  the  night 
at  Caldwell,  On  Tuesday  they  proceeded  to  Plattsburg  and 
waited  there  until  evening,  where  at  eight  o’clock  they  took 
the  boat  for  St,  Johns,  Canada,  arriving  Thursday  at  six  o'¬ 
clock,  and  reaching  Xbntreal  at  nine  o'clock.  They  stopped 
at  Dunham's  Hotel  in  Montreal.  On  Friday  August  21  they 
started  up  the  river  at  eleven  o'clock,  but  made  slow  prog¬ 
ress  passing  through  the  canal  at  about  the  rate  of  two  and 
one -half  miles  an  hour.  I  remember  distinctly  that  journey 
and  the  fact  that  we  bought  some  mgnificent  blackberries 
from  a  boy  running  along  the  bank  of  the  canal  offering  bas¬ 
kets  of  berries.  That  journey  reminds  me  of  one  we  made 
later  in  Sweden  from  Gothberg  to  Stockholm  when  we  passed 
through  a  river,  canal  and  lake,  once  descending  fourteen 
locks  and  in  the  interval  getting  out  and  taking  a  swim  on 
a  journey  of  several  days,  and  had  a  very  pleasant  time. 

They  reached  Williamsburg  on  Saturday  August  22nd  opposite 
Waddington  and  crossed  the  river  St.  Lawrence  in  a  small 
boat,  taking  a  carriage  thence  to  Norfolk,  St.  Lawrence 
County  reaching  there  at  one  thirty  p.  m.  On  Monday  they 
drove  to  Canton  and  Potsdam.  On  Thursday  at  four  o'clock 
a.  m,  they  drove  to  Ogdensburg  reaching  there  at  6.30  and 
took  boat  at  eleven  for  Kingston  which  they  reached  about 
sun  down.  They  went  on  that  night  to  Oswego  arriving  at 
five  o'clock  a,  m,  August  28th.  At  four  o’clock  on  Satur¬ 
day  they  left  Oswego  reaching  Lewiston  at  six  and  went  over 
to  Niagara  Falls  stopping  at  the  Cataract  Hotel.  Monday 
they  spent  there,  and  on  the  Canadian  side,  but  on  September 
1,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night  they  had  by  express  messenger 
a  telegram  forwarded  from  Bxiffalo  by  horse,  sent  on  by  your 
grandfather’s  friend  X!r.  Ketchum,  which  told  of  the  very 
serious  illness  of  your  Aunt  Bertha  and  urging  their  im- 
mediate  return.  They  took  the  first  train  at  six  thirty 
for  Buffalo,  and  then  on  by  railroad  to  Albany.  At  Roches¬ 
ter  they  had  word  that  the  child  v?as  better.  They  rode  all 
that  day  and  all  that  night  and  got  hom^e  at  ten  o'clock  the 
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lo  itaq  bat  tldBblmioJ  erttsm  bibw  bfulan^j"'^  ^ 

BB6df\o  owf  Jo  rtoJt^ql'KMieb  bcwE 

lArttfloSJ  i^iidTtBq  tiBdf  jifiw  9X0<i  ^df  dm 

tdt  sfiifwtaqs  ^Bbflori  flo 

dooi  ^Bdi  d00l0*0  fd^tO.fM  BlBdW 

-»o  xiM  ft  ^BbatmlT  y^cdvXriB  t»bAruiO  a fuhl  .fQ  teod  Bdf 

XS  fttf^A  ^  mlBBTfaoM  at  lofoH  8»itBdcwa  fs 

-^oiq  »dX8  Bbjffli  Sud  {iooLo^o  o*viX»  f»  WliT  BsiS  qu  btfiAft 
bat  owf  Jo  BfBi  Bdf  fuodM  St  Ibobo  BtiS  rHitJX^S  ??^*!T*/**^ 
TBiTWot  SjuiS  xJ^iaxitialb  ladawtBT  I  •'i^od  nt  ntlia  IXM-eno 
spi'nBdddBXd  tnsBi'Xingaa  boob  Stf^tiod  BwStdS  SotJ  Bdf  b^ 
-BBd  ^xiliello  XBriBo  BdS  Jo  iiad  tdS  !i<ioX«  ^nlaa^rs  ^d  t  «o*xl 
Bhaa  9w  BOO  Jo  sa  nbalitBa  t®awit  ^«dT  Jo  tSot 

b»B€aq  tw  fl«lw  alodjlooSE  of  s'ladrtioO  moJJ  aBbo^Z  ai  fa^sX 
i^aaoJ  3albi»o«0b  booo  ,kUI  bat  Imto  ,wi*t  »  d^t/oaitS 
flo  eUw  *  ytfttdtS  bat  Sao  soISSb^  XtrxBfal  BdS^at  hot  bi^I 
.«X^  ttw«ji»Xq  T»ev  t  bid  bfta  ,8^Bb,  ^ibvbb  Jo  ^•rrmot  b 
•tlaoqqB  IwiSS  Stti^uk  TjBfmf^aS  ao  :^tjd«.»*ilXXlW  b^d^adi  ^BdT- 
IXm  »  at  •ofiBTBBJ  mSZ  tovka  odS  beBBoao  bOB  aoS:^tiibbBn 
^  BOOBXWtl  bSZ  ,5tXolioir  o^  BOOBriS  BittooBb  B  ntd^tS  ,SBOd 
XBtif  xobaoV  nO  .b  .q  Bfio  ta  •‘xwJt  tatdo»aT  x^oaoD 

jtoolo'o  'wJ  fB  x^ooififr  aO  .atboM  briM  noStitO  oS  tvoib 
brtB''OC.d  iB  triBtif  ^aldOBBrt  ^m/dtoBb^  oi  tvoib  .«  .a 

^ifodB  bedBBM  xodf  dotdw  noStf^atH  loJ  hbVbXb  Sb  Stod  io^ 

'  Sb  jrtivlTtB  o^bwbO  'idjjln'Vad^  no  SrtBw  ^adf  .noob  fn/a 
•“UjSbZ  no  dooXo’o  n/ol  fA  .litSS  Stirgak  •«  .a  dooXo^o  Bril 
Tovo  ^now  bna  xie  Sb  ooSbIbbI  ytXdoao^  osobbO  /loX  'tab 
'(Bbno?l  .Xo^toH  SobibSbO  bHS  SB  ^^nlqqofB  bHbI  btbi^bIH  oS 
ztdmBSqtZ  no  Sud  «tbtB  naibBtiaD  odt  no  bn*  lOiodt  *tiioqB  xa*^ 
*x8}|noBBMi  Q80*BqpcB  x^  bad  xodS  Sti^ln  Sb  doolo’o  bvIbb^  Sb 
%/cx  xd  no  SnBB  ,«Biod  xd  oXallafl  Bo'll  bobiaoTol  ««T^oIot’  a 
'  X*!®^  Bdf  Jo  .hLoS  doldw  ,ii//dotoX  .Tir  hctBt'il  b  *^d^albfi»^is 
•«1  ^iedi  sfttsttf  bo#  tiiS'tBd  SwAjmtox  B5ortXXt*t«oit#a 
X^^d^  nlBOf  ^b'tXI  Bits  jto^  xadT  .attfSBa  BSsShBiM 

-BodooH  tJT  '  .x«adXX  oS  bBoiItB%  xd  no  oBtiSboM  .oIbJJuB  toJ 
Z£m  Bbo^  xadT  mtBSSod  bbb  bXXito  bAS  SbAS  b'tow  bad  x**^  “^oS 
•d^.dobXo'o  akS  Sb  Mod  bffji  idgXn  ftdS  XXj  bna  xab  Ssdf 
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SDCcooding  Eorning,  to  find,  tho  diary  says,  the  babe  comfort¬ 
able  and  playing  about,  but  loo^'lng  feeble.  Another  interost- 
ing  journey  was  of  your  grandfather  and  Aunt  Candace  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  Nortlmood  and  Alstead  New  Hampshire,  Ckitober  5th,  Von- 
day,  reaching  Boston  that  night  at  seven  o’clock,  whore  your 
grandfather  had  sc^ie  business,  particularly  to  see  some  cat¬ 
tle.  On  Thursday  October  8th  they  went  by  train  to  Concord, 

N.  H.  and  at  12.50  took  a  carriage  to  Northwood  reaching 
there  at  four  o’clock.  On  Friday  by  stage  returning  with 
your  great  great  uncle  Rev.  Josiah  Prentice  they  went  to 
Concord  and  again  by  stage  on  October  10th  to  Alstead  where 
they  stopped  at  Px.  Banks'  house.  Your  uncle  Josiah  preached, 
that  Sunday  in  the  afternoon,  a  sermon  at  Alstead,  a  very 
■  good  sermon,  the  diary  says,  and  on  Monday  they  went  over 
the -old  place,  all  about  it,  and  your  grandfather  walked 
over  from  Mr.  Breeds  to  West  Parish  and  stayed  there  over 
night.  Their  friends  took  them  on  the  next  morning  to  Wal¬ 
pole,  and  there  at  4.30  p.  m.  they  took  stage  for  Brattle - 
'  boro  arriving  in  a  severe  rain  storm.  On  Wednesday  October 
14th  at  six  o’clock  they  took  stage  for  Bloody  Brook,  Peer- 
field  28  miles  away  thence  by  raiDroad  to  Springfield  hop¬ 
ing  to  catch  tho  train  for  /llbany  but  were  some  hours  late 
and  had  to  stay  over  night.  October  15th  they  left  Spring- 
field  at  eight  o’clock,  arriving  at  Albany  at  2,  Your  great 
grandfather  Sartell  Prentice  had  not  seen  his  brother  before 
for  many  years.  On  October  17th  your  great  uncle  John  with 
four  children  came  up  by  boat  and  went  down  at  night  on 
October  20th,  On  the  20th  of  October  Rev.  Josiah  Prentice 
returned  home  by  tho  came  route, 

'  Your  father  would  doubtless  have  remembered  the  day  in 
I847,  June  11th,  when  your  great  uncle  James  sent  down  a  live 
seal  to  be  put  in  the  fish  pond,  and  there  it  disported  it¬ 
self  greatly  for  a  day  or  two,  until,  lacking  its  native  salt, 
it  died.  Packer  took  occasion,  in  the  excitement,  to  fall 
.into  the  pond,  which  had  some  depth,  but  was  pulled  out  by 
Kr.  and  ?frs.  Brown  who  were  staying  at  the  house  at  the  time. 
Mr.  Brown  was  a  good  angler,  and  some  of  his  fishing  journeys 
are  spoken  of  in  the  diary  when  Packer  was  with  him.  Once 
in  Sullivan  County  when  Parley  the  artist  had  smallpox,  and 
the  party  scattered  in  haste  leaving  only  Fuller,  the  por¬ 
trait  painter,  in  charge  of  tho  patient,  his  courage  and  de¬ 
votion  were  rewarded  by  escape  from  tho  disease.  At  another 
time  they  were  on  West  Canada  Creek  in  Herkimer  County  where 
Vi*.  Yale  the  painter,  afterwards  the  inventor  of  the  Yal® 
lock,  was  their  host.  .  . 
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In  1848  by  the  advice  of  his  physicians,  and  because  of 
his  serious  and  soinewhat  alarming  loss  of  health  and  strength, 
your  grandfather  made  a  long  southern  journey  leaving  hoine 
February  10th  and  returning  March  30th  after  on  absence  of 
seven  ^eeks.  Its  description  iji  his  diary  is  very  interest¬ 
ing  if  for  no  other  cause  than  to  shoTt  the  difference  in  jour¬ 
neys  now  and  at  that  time.  For  fi•^ra  days  he  was  on  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River  going  from  New  Orleans  to  Louisville;  from 
Louisville  he  went  by  steamer  to  Cincinnati,  and  thence  by 
boat  to  Pittsburg,  liarch  25th  he  took  a  steamboat  from  Pitts¬ 
burg  to  Brownsville,  sixty-four  miles,  then  the  stage  seventy- 
five  miles  to  Cumberland  expecting  to  reach  that  place  early 
Sunday  mnrning,  but  it  was  late  afternoon  after  a  ride  of 
twenty-six  hours  in  the  stage.  The  distance  was  not  groat 
but  the  road  hard  and  the  diary  says  the  one  or  two  stopping 
places  were  dirty.  There  he  reached  the  railroad  to  Balti¬ 
more,  187  miles  and  stopped  at  the  Futaw  House.  On  March 
28th  he  went  by  train  to  Philadelphia  made  some  calls  in 
that  city  and  Wednesday  the  29th  went  to  New  York  and  home 

by  the  night  boat.  •  ' 

In  this  year  yo-or  great  grandmother  Farnsworth  spent 

four  months  at  Mount  Hope.  On  May  29th  I848  the  omnibus 
was  started  to  run  eight  times  a  day  over  the  road.  This 
was  the  year,  June  6th,  that  Sartell  went  to  the  TTilliams- 

town  school.  ,11 

In  a  journal  written  daily, 'the  events  large  and  small 

almost  jostle  each  other,  as  you  look  upon  the  pages  after 
an  interval  of  years.  The  momentous  year  I848  has  not  omit¬ 
ted  the  fects  that  the  river  was  open  twice,  once  in  January, 
but  finally  March  22nd.  March  l8th  there  was  news  of  the 
revolution  in  France.  April  25th  they  cut  the  first  a spar a 
gus  in  the  garden.  On  June  11th  the  Canal  Bank  in  A  ny 
was  closed  by  order  of  the  Comptroller.  This  was  one  of 
the  oldest,  and  for  many  years  supposed  to  be  one  of  the 
safest  in  the  state  but  a  number  of  the  bank  officers,  some 
of  most  respectable  connections,  got  to  speculating,  and 
occasioned  great  losses.  They  have  not  yet  ceasnd  in  Al¬ 
bany  to  speak  of  the  failure  of  the  Canal  Bank.  For  a 
that  year  there  was  cholera  in  New  York  brought  In  y  a  s  t..p 
from  Havre.  On  August  17th  was  what  was  called  the  ^e^t 
fire  in  Albany.  The  same  year  was  celebrated  peace  wi.h^. Mex¬ 
ico,  and  they  were  heraldir.g  afteiwmrd  the  gold  discoveries  In 
California.  ‘The  diary  says,  ‘this  year  peace  has  been  settled 
with  K'exico  and  an  astounding  excitement  raging  for  the  last 
three  months  in  relation  to  new  discoveries  of  gold  in  part  oi 


• 

■ 


ca  r  '•  •*»•.  *  '■  -‘^r  ■  ■  r  •  •>:»  V  * 

-  *  ••■•  V,  ‘ 


•  t 


■-^lo  b/ta  ,tnAloizxt^k*^t^  1q  eolvba  ol 

/dtsnei^a  brta  rtiXJWft  lo  aeoX  goiaruXa  iarfatnos  bna  euoHaa  tld 
efflod  snlvseX  aiedfoo^  gfioX  a  abiwi  •tsriialbnjrtj  w>x 

lo  oonoedB  OB  iallB  *1K)C  rfoTB^i  snintcjiai  boa  diOl  xzmnift^ 
-igoTBiai'^^X'^ov*®!  v^^Bifa  aid  ol  fiollqiioBOb  .•^ew  navag 

r-n/ot  flX  BonBielllb  edi  tpoifa  oi'^oadt  BBUBd  i»i^o  oa  tol  11  grrl 
-aUl  Bdi  ao  ebb  ed  exab  evil  lo?  .aBli  iadl  >b  beiB  wo«  »x®« 
aoil  jeXXlvBltfoJ  ol  anBsXtO  w»’4  oo:il  IqqlBBli 

X^  eonori^  bna  ,liBmiJkonlO  ol  i««BiKtB  ^asw  ad  bXXIvbIikxI 
-c^lll  no-tl  ^BodBBola  b  jfoo^  ad  dl^S  t^*iiii  •gwfaJill  iBod 
-X^novaa  B’^Ata  adl  fiartt  ,B9Xla  •mol-X'^^®  t  aXXlvinwoia  at 
XX*iBa  aoaXq  tadi  rioaei  oi  ^jnitoa^a  baaXiadBt/O  oS  aaXlia  tail 
lo  abli  B  latla  fioomaila  ataX  saw  tl  tad  ^^almoa  x^^wti/2 
r  •  taoi^  ion  bbw  BonaiBlb  adT  •agaia  adi  ol  aii/od 
grtlqqoia  owi  lo  ano  adi  axaa  x’^^Xb  adi  bna  biacl  baoi  arii  iud 
-liXaS  oi  bBOTUBT  pdi  badaaai  ari^onad?  aaoaXq 

doia!!  oO  .eBi/oH  a^  ia  baqqoii  bca  aaXlw^VSX  ,aTo« 

nl  bXXbo  aooa  abaa  aldqXabaXidl  oi  oljrti  inaw  od  diSS 
asDod  bat  iioT  oi  inaa  di^S  adi  xab«»«ba)l  bna  xiXo  iadi 

.iaod  idgln  adi  x<^ 

'  "  *inaq8  ditowinta?  narfiotabnaig  iaari  *u/qx  •Xdi  nl 

Bodlnso  adi  8i»SX  di9S  ^  .oqoH  tnuat  ia  Bdinoai  -wol 
eld?  .baot  adi  naro  x®*>  ®  aa»ii  irigla  ran.  oi  bajiaia  aaw 
-BfluilXriff  adi  oi  inaw  XXaiTaE  iaili  ,did  am/T»  «taax  adi  aaw 

^  ^  -  „  •Xoodoa  naoi 

IXaaJB  bna  agiaX  einaaa"adi*,xXlAb  naiiliw  Xaawt  a  nl 
‘laila  Bpgaq  adi  noqu  :iooX  t/ox  aa  ^xadio  doaa  aXiiot  iaoflXa 
-ilBO  ion  Bad  SikSX  laax  Bi/oinaoioa  adT  •B'taax<vlo  Xaaiaial  oa 
jXiaafiaX  nl  aono  ,aoiwi  neqo  aaw^^avl’i  adi  iadi  aioal  adi  bai 
adi  lo  awan  aaa  anadi  riiSX 'HouM  •boS^  doxa’l  xXXanll  tad 
-ataqaa  ieill  adi  ixro^xadi  di$S  XliqA  .aonaTl  nl  nolii/Xovai 
XnadXA  nl  dnaS  XaiuO  adi  dilX  em/L  nO^  •nabia^  adi  nl  w/g 
lo  ano  aav  aid?  .nanoiiqflreO  adi  lo  TabTo  xd  baaolo  aaw 
adi  lo  ano  ad  oi  ba8^qi;«  Biaax  *so1  boa  (iaabXo  adi 
aaoB  tiiaonio  iiiad  adi  lo  i^dman  m  iudf  ai^a  adi  nl  iaalae 
boa  (gnlialuoaqa  oi  iog  ^anolioannoo  aXdaioaqpia'i  iaon  lo 
-XA  rxl  Ixtfcaao^iax  ion  awad  x®dT  .aaaaoX  iaaig  bacolaaooo 
aXfdw  a  lol  XanaO  adi  lo  amXlal  adi  lo  iaaqa  oi  x^®^ 

q!de  B  xd  ^  idgi/ortd  dnoT  waH  oi  atalodo  aaw  anadi  iBBX^dMdt 
iaaig  adi  baCXao  aaw  iadw  bbw  diVX  iatrgnA  irt  .aT?aH 
-xaM  dilw  aoaoq  batinialao  bbw  taax  afnat  adT  ^ 

nl  aalTBYOoalb  iXog^odi  bTawtoila  gtilblaiad  aiaw  x®^ 
baXiiaa  naad  eed  aoaeq  laax  aldi*  tixaa  x'^aXb  adT  •almolX.XaD 
iaaX  adi  noil  gnlgai  inawailoxa  gnl!>i&/oiaj  na  bna  oolxaM  dU* 
lo  iiaq  nl  falog  lo  aalnaTooalb  wan  oi  noliaXan  at  adiooBi  aaxli 
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the  territory  ceded  to  us  by  I.'exico,  now  California,  irany  peo¬ 
ple  going  there  froir  all  quarters.'"  : 

In  1857,  Father  left  Williarcs  College,  to  continue  his  studies 
in  Cerriany,  at  Gottingen  University,  where  his  brother  then  was. 
After  three  years  spent  in  study  and  travel  in  Europe  he  returned 
to  America  in  1860  entering  the  Harvard  Law  School,  where  he  re- 
malried  until  1861,  when  the  offer  of  a  commission  in  the  regular 
army  drew  him  away  for  a  service  of  over  four  years.  He  had  made 
many  pleasant  acquaintances  in  Cambridge  and  Boston  where  the  fam¬ 
ily  had  friends,  and  seemed  greatly  to  enjoy  this  part  of  his  ed¬ 
ucation. 

Nearly  thirty  years  later  I  heard  an  unexpected  echo  of  this 
German  student  life. 

One  of  the  first  chuncery  cases  which  I  ever  tried  on  my  owr: 
rospon*sibility  was  heard  by  Judge  Henry  M.  Shepard  in  Chicago  in 
the  winter  of  1888-9.  At  the  close  of  a  day's  argument  Judge 
Shepard  decided  the  case  from  the  bench,  and  to  my  great  satisfac¬ 
tion  in  favour  of  my  clients.  He  then  withdrew  to  his  Chambers, 

leaving  the  lawj’^rs  to  draft  the  decree.  We  had  been  so  engaged 
for  perhaps  half  an  hour  when  the  Judge  opened  the  door  from  his 

room  into  the  Court  room  and  spoke  my  name.  I  had  no  acquaint¬ 

ance  with  him  and  well  remember  that  I  responded  in  the  assured 
conviction  that  my  victory  had  been  reconsidered.  Not  so  -  the 
case  which  had  occupied  the  day  was  not  mentioned.  Tfhen  I  en¬ 
tered  the  room,  the  Judge  asked  whether  I  happened  to  know  a  ^!r. 
Prentice  of  Albany,  who  with  his  family  was  at  Heidelberg  in 
1859  -  '“I  think"  Judge  Shepard  said  ®that  you  have  the  same  name." 
This  led  to  a  very  Interesting  conversation  in  which  many  old 
stories  were  told.  Among  others  Judge  Shepard  said  "I  remember 
with  distinctness  a  little  daughter  of  Vx,  Prentice,  who,  beauti¬ 
fully  dressed,  stood  with  him  on  the  old  bridge  over  the  Neckar 
and  saluted  a  party  of  us  Americans  who  passed  under  the  bridge 
on  a  little  steamer  bound  for  Neckar  -  Steinach,  whore  we  had  a 
Fourth  of  July  dinner.  The  appearance  of  the  little  girl  was  so 
effective,  as  she  stood  on  the  bridge  railing,  that  I  remember 
describing  it  in  a  letter  to  The  New  York  Herald  over  my  reversed 
initials  'S.M.K.'  It  was  the  first  time  I  had  ever  appeared  in 
print,  and  for  a  good  many  years  I  could  repeat  the  letter  from 
beginning  to  end  -  this  may  account  for  my  present  vivid  recol- 
lecticn  of  the  occurrence." 

The  little  girl  was  Father's  sister  Jessie.  The  excursion- 
was  mentioned  in  Grandfather's  letter  to  the  "Country  Gentleman," 
Inserted  in  his  Memoir.  Both  Father  and  his  brother  wore  on  the 
boat  and  well  remembered  the  excursion  and  the  occurrence  which 


-OM  rnaa  .st.noltlaO  won  .osixell  tJ  «“ 

,  .  ■'.BWt-iaup  il»  TO-rt  8-tSiir,JiUo5  »Iq 

ealbi/is  Birf  of  ,d!)#IIo3  essiXIt^  nl  . 

«sfl¥  no:<t  'reH^o^cf-alrf  9iadw  ,x^iei9vXaU  no^rtltibO  i«  nl 

bs-TtutM  art  aqourS.tii  [<rr»it  brt» 

-81  9ii  »x«1w  ,looAsZ  wil  tntrruW  eitt  5'U<»»li8  0»l  at  aalatoA  oi 
!»;.  •  ' -li'Iuswt  Bitf  Bi  nolEstcMoa  a  to  aaVlo  «dt  «erf»  ,I(Jei  lltaa  baotaa 
"  aba*  barf  aH  .axaax  aaot  xavo  to  aslaiee  a  •»)'>  xams  atrf  aaib  ipaia 
'  -aat  010  aiarfw  n<xteoa  brta  wjbtufflaO.  nl  aaanaJniaupaa  tnaaaaXq  Tn»« 
-ba  atrf  to  taaq  elAt  ^otna  ot  xttaoTS  bmoM  bna  ,abnattl  bad  x^l 
■  I  '  ^  V  ^  anoliaoa 

Bldf  ‘io  od3«  bofooqxocuf  om  btsarf  I  *r»tBX 

■  1  jf-  .  adUX  tfwfatnts  fusnsO 

rtw  xrs  no  b^ttf  T»ye  I  doldw  bobbo  ^ 

at  oaaotrfO  fit  bisqeda  .11  rin9H  B^bul  efla-^tXrMtRaoqi#t 

eabtila  fnexju/^TJi  b*x^^^  Bsrlo  edf  fA  .9^8SX  lo  Totfitw  Bdf 

'  -OMlitfAs  fBBT^  Of  bitB  qrf^nad  odf  aoYl  bbbo  edf  bobloBb  b^odZ 

,8tad.'«BdO  etrf  of  iwibrfilw  ftodf  sH  soffsotlo  lo  tuovMj  at  aotf 
bBSM^uB  08  n»9d  bBd  oW  .••loeb  Bdf  fikrb  of  Bvbx^bI  sdf  scitvSBl 
Bid  ao-ft  wob^Bdf  bonaqo  sdf  aodw  mrod  cib  IXAd.eqadieq  aol 

-^fita:;p3B  on  bud  I  aOfsan  X!*  odoqa  bOB  tao<yt  f'UtoO  odf  ofnt  <fooi 
baii/B8B  Bdf  oX  babnoqaai  I  fBsif  -rodTOJW^  Ilji^baa  mtd  d^Xw  ©ona 
•rtJ*  -  08  loM  .bBTsbianoon  n#®d  bad  x«  noXXoXraoo 

*  -ao  I  aodW  *bonotifiM  Xofl  eaw  xab  odf  baiqi/ooo  bad  dotiiv  bbbo 
.•fid  a  «3m(  of  banoqqad  I  tedtadw  badta  o^fsoX  odf  iMooi  odf  boiof 
fit  ^T9d£BbtBH"f»  BMW  tlXaial  aid  diftw  odw  tXmidlA  lo  BotfuerJ 
".©tiafi  aauift  ©rfX  ©yarf  ifox  f^df"  bXat  btaqedE  ©abtft  ’^datiif  I*  • 
bio  xii^  dotdw  nt  nptfMB^vrmo  ^ntfBo-xBfat 
TodifloaBi  I*  bXas  biaqad^  ^btft»  e*iadio  oblof  •tow  aoXio^s 

-Xii/aod  ,odw  ,eoltrt0ifl  .iM  lo  •toi^dy/afa  Blfftl  a  •aaotoftltaib  d^Xw 
oadoo'^  9df  Tovo  ©^btid  bXo  add  no  aid  ddlw  booio  ^beaaaib  x-Xui 
a?)bX*id  add  ‘tsbfor  baaaaq  odw  anaoX^aA  bu  lo  x^Toq  a  badoXaa  bna 
a  bad  aw  aiadw  (dsaoXadC  *  ladoaH  lol  bnt/od  neaaada  aXddlX  a  no 
08  eaw  XtX]5  aXddXX  add  lo  aoamaaqqa  adT  .*100015  X^^  ddiwo^ 
Todfloaai  I  dadd  ,srtX£lat  a^bXTd''add  no^booda'  ada  aa  ^awXdoalla 
baaiarei  x®  lawo  bXaiaH  i*toT  waif  ^dT  od  ToddaX.a  nX  dX  ^afdttoBBb 
nX  be'Xjst;f{a  *tara  bad  I  aald  dtoXl  add  aaw  dl  ^'.H.MaS*  aXaidlnX 
^iroTl  laddal  edf  fMoqwt  biuoo  I  aoaax  x^ia*  boo^  a  lol  bna  ,d«l*n 
fL>  -Xooot  bXyXv  dn^aarq  x*  doooooa  x^  •Xdd  -  bna  od  ^nXnoX^ad 

.a  ,  •.aona'iTnooo  add  lo  noXdaaX 

noXa'unxa  eiflT  .ateeaX  oadaia  a’a^al  bmw  XoXs  aXddXX  adT 
."^aaaoIdnaO  x^^^ooD**  edd'od  *xaddaX  a’TaddalbnaTO  oX  bonoXdnoa  bmw 
add  no  aoaw  laddond  aid  bna  tadtat  ddofl  .oXoaaM  aXd  nX  batiaaot 
dotriw  aonoTxnaoo  arid  boa  nola*tooxa  add  baoaditaaai  flaw  bna  daoo 
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Sartell  Prentice, 

Copied  from  a  miniature  made  in  1857  and  now  in 
possession  of  E.  Parir^lee  Prentice  in  New  York, 
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Judge  Shepard  described.  '  '  *  *  '  ■  ;  '  ?  •  • 

....  I  have  recently  found  carefully  preserved  among -Father* a  pa¬ 
pers  the'  •‘Instructions”  given  to  him  on  his  depai'ting  for  Germany 
in  1857,  by  Grandfather,  and  because  there  is  here  set  out  so 
good  a  statement  of  the  purp)08es  of  life  and  the  measure  of  char¬ 
acter  according  to  the  standards  of  the : time, . I- copy  the  paper  in 
full.  :  ■'  ^  ^  : 


“Instructions 

Mount  Hope,  Albany- 
May  15,  1857. 


Sartell,  : 'r' 

dear  Son:  /’  .  ... 

'  -  You  are  now  about  to  leave‘-the  'parental  roof,  and  for 

the  first  time,  your  native  country,,  for  strangers  and  to 
you  a  strange  country.  '  • 

All  this  is  submitted  to  only  because  it  is  believed'  . 
to  be  for  your  good.  It  is  to  enable  you  to  add  some  of 
:  the  modern  languages  under  favorable  circumstances  to  your 
present  college  studies.  1  ’  . 

TTe  suffer  you  to  go  this  time j • all .the  more  readily 
because  your  brother  is  now  abroad,  because  we  expect  him 
'  to  meet  you  in  Gerisany  where  he  has  made  himself  somewhat 
'acquainted  with  the  language,  with' indtyiduals  and  with 
'  the  institutions  and  where,  as  well  as  in  France,  we  ex- 
■■pect  you  to  study  together.  'He  will  .be  a  medium  to. break  . 
or  meliorate  the  change  to  you.  ;  .  ;  '  '  :  ' 

Your  brother,  being  older,  as  well' as  more  advanced 
than  you,  will  have  the  general  direction  of  your  common 
interests,  subject  of  course  to  the  more  particular  ad¬ 
vice  and  direction  of  your  parents.  From  the  association 
with  your  brother  we  expect  not  only  physical  comfort  and 
safety,  but  mental  culture, -and  advantage  as  well,  to  you 
both.  We  sh^ll  feel  much  less  anxious  about  either,  be- 
' cause  you  are  together,  and  can  take  care  of  each  other 
in  case  of  sickness  or- other  inability.  • 

.  .  -You  ought  to  realize  that  the  advantages  you  enjoy 
'arc  not  very  common  onesj  that  they  are  purchased  at  con¬ 
siderable  sacrifice  and  that  no  half-way  or  partial  Im-  _ 
provement  of  them  is  the  return  expected.  To  maintain 
you  both  abroad  will  be  attended  with  great  expense,  how¬ 
ever  economical  you  are p  and  it  must  be  paid,  remember, 
by  money  earned  and  saved,  not  inherited.  ■ 

lb  will  be  paid  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness,  so  far 
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as  it  is  necessary  to  your  iinproveffient ,  or  reasonable  grati¬ 
fication,  but  as  moral  and  mental  iEpro\'ements  are  not  com- 
Eercial  commodities,  as  they  are  secured  only  by  hard  rork, 
so  arc  they  generally  found  in  inverse  ratio  to  the  money 
expense . 

17e  expect  therefore,  -  and  ha\^  we  not  a  right?  -  that 
you  will  bo  as  economical  as  is  consistent  with  these  objects, 
with  the  rights  of  others  and  a  due  regard  to  an  honorable 
standing  with  your  associates. 

Your  monied  affairs  in  Europe  will  be  kept  in  your 
brother’s  name,  and  through  him  must  your  bills  be  paid.  He 
will  be  the  cashier. 

Your  prime  object  will,  in  the  first  place,  be  the  Ger¬ 
man  language  as  it  will  afterwards  be  the  French.  With  these, 
however,  you  will  carry  on  the  Latin,  mathematics,  Physics, 
Geography,  History  &c.  The  Greek  you  may  drop,  and  as  it  is 
not  expected  you  will  pursue  precisely  the  same  course  as 
your  brother,  so  several  of  his  studies  you  need  not  keep 
up.  Among  these  I'eta physics  and  Archeology.  The  other  stud¬ 
ies  will  give  you  full  employment  and  as  the  circle  is  dimin¬ 
ished,  so  we  hope  the  progress  will  be  increased  in  the  others. 

The  circumstances  will  be  new  to  you,  the  incentives  to 
idleness,  dissipation  and  sin  as  well  as  to  study,  improvement 
and  virtue.  You  start  with  clean  bills,  and  free  from  all  en¬ 
tangling  alliances.  The  result  will  be  tlie  evidence  of  your 
judgment,  stamina,  taste  and  conscience.  You  will  be  subject¬ 
ed  to  various  temptations.  The  very  institutions  which  more 
than  anj’t.hing  else  have  distinguished  your  country,  you  will 
find,  to  a  great  extent,  not  only  disregarded,  but  ridiculed 
and  condemned.  The  Sabbath,  regarded  rather  as  a  day  of 
amusement  and  visiting  than  as  given  for  His  service  who 
'calls  the  hours  thereof  His  own.' 

You  will  find  that  nearly  every  vice  is  in  character 
with  this  though  baptized  with  some  new  names.  But,  my  son, 
be  not  deceived.  God  is  not  mocked.  Whatsoever  you  sow, 
that  shall  you  reap.  His  law  cannot  be  violated  with  impu¬ 
nity.  He  is  an  omniscient,  an  oinnipresent  God,  has  been 
your  father's  God  and  chosen  Saviour  from  generations  beyond 
which  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary.  He  is 
the  same  God  yesterday,  today  and  forever,  and  you  cannot 
live  without  His  protecting  care,  so  ask  for  and  acknowledge 
it,  through  a  crucified  Redeemer.  It  can  never  be  unmanly 
to  do  this,  until  it  is  unm^anly  to  accept  His  favor,  and 
whatever  else  you  study  or  neglect,  make  it  a  business  to 
study  His  word,  and  this  at  stated  times.  And  wherever  you 
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are  on  the  Sabbath,  see  that  you  attend  regularly  soas  Prot¬ 
estant  evangelical  church  service.  It  may  not  -  ?rill  not  al¬ 
ways  -  ba  exactly  according  to  your  notions,  but  still  it  is 
better  to  be  in  the  constant  habit  of  attendance,  nor  would 
^0  have  you  rc!!2iin  long  in  a  place  where  there  is  no  such 
church,  nor  whero  there  is  no  other  than  an  Episcopalian 
church. 

You  will  hear  profanity  and  vulgarity,  for  where  do  you 
not?  You  will  see  beer  drinking  and  smoking  to  be  almost 
universal  in  Germany.  You  will  see  spirit  drinking  and  gam¬ 
bling  everywhere,  but  rny  son,  come  not  into  their  ways. 

‘Their  paths  lead  to  death,  thoir  steps  take  hold  on  hell.’ 
‘IThen  sinners  entice  thee,  consent  thou  not*  but  hear  the 
instructions  of  yo\tr  Father  and  forsake  not  the  law  of  your 
l^other.  ‘A  wise  eon  heareth  his  father’  but  ’fools  make  a 
mock  at  sin.'  ’They  pass  on  and  are  punished^’  The  very 
entrance  to  their  gates  is  death.  ’None  that  go  in  there, 
shall  bo  safe.*  It  is  evil  communications  which  corrupt 
good  manners,  gloss  it  over  as  you  will. 

You  will  be  told  that  it  is  natural  enjoyment,  it  is 
social  habit  &c.  Do  they  understand  this  mttor  better  than 
your  parents,  or  are  tliay  more  disinterested  than  they?  Can 
you  afford  to  taka  thoir  advice  at  the  expense  of  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  your  parents,  and  will  they  ’receive  you  into  ever¬ 
lasting  habitations’? 

Believe  me;  the  old  paths  are  the  only  safe  ones,  the 
only  ones  in  which  your  soul  shall  find  rest. 

Never  drink,  except  at  a  table  so  far  as  civility  may 
require,  and  never  subject  others  to  that  kind  of  civility 
which  makes  them  do  so.  Never  smoke,  or  join  in  conversa¬ 
tion  about  the  quality  of  liquor,  as  if  you  knew  anything 
about  it.  Never  smoke  -  no  never.  It  is  a  filthy  habit 
without  one  redeeming  quality.  In  this  civility  never  can 
require  indulgence.^ 

1.  Note  byE.P.P.,  1908.  This  advice  is  given  strongly 
and  might  easily  be  misunderstood.  ITine  was  on  occasion 
served  at  dinner  at  Mount  Hope,  and  Grandfather’s  Madeira 
had  a  local  reputation.  Appvarently  Grandfather  took 
much  anxious  care  about  the  conduct  of  his  two  sons  and 
wished  that  while  in  Germany  they  should  by  no  means  join 
in  what  were  understood  to  be  the  common  customs  of  stu¬ 
dent  drinking.  As  between  extremes  of  indulgence  or  ab¬ 
stinence  he  chose  the  latter.  (Continued  on  next  page.) 
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Never  use  profane  or  filthy  language,  nor  associate  with 
those  who  do  so,  for  no  man  can  be  a  gentleman,  miore  than  a 
Christian  without  purity  as  well  as  kindness  of  heart,  and  so 
none  can  be  entitled  to  your  respect  or  confidence  who  him¬ 
self  says  he  has  neither. 

Never  practice  deception  or  any  kind  of  subterfuge.  It 
is  not  only  wicked,  but  mean  and  contemptible.  A  second 
wrong  never  improves  the  first. 

Study  to  be  open,  frank,  ingenuous  and  truthful  in  all 
you  say,  as  well  as  simple  and  unpretending  in  all  you  do. 

Simplicity:  a  child-like  simplicity  of  manner  is  a 
crowning  grace  of  every  young  person,  and  founded  upon  hon¬ 
esty  of  purpose  is  a  sure  guarantee  of  happiness,  success, 
respectability,  and  honor  to  all.  Study  then  to  be  and  ap¬ 
pear  simple,  unostentatious,  and  perfectly  truthful  in  word 
and  deed. 

Make  the  acquaintance  of  such  of  your  fellow  passengers, 
and  others  as  your  judgment  and  conscience  approve,  be  polite 
and  easy  with  all,  but  very  select  in  fi'iends. 

In  traveling  particularly,  great  advantage  is  derived 
from  local  acquaintance,  and  no  one  is  justified  in  not  im¬ 
proving  it. 

Keep  a  journal  from  the  fir.st  day  and  be  minute  in  all 
its  details  as  well  as  dates.  The  little  incidents  which 
seem  unimportant  as  they  pass  will  grow  in  interest  to  you, 
and  not  be  without  it  to  others.  Besides,  as  life  is  made 
up  of  little  things,  so  it  is  little  things  recounted  which 
give  significance  to  life.  Let  your  first  journal  be  written 
on  thin  paper,  and  send  it  back  from  Bremen  after  you  shall 
meet  Packer.  Be  particular  to  write  every  day  and  see  that 
every  day  has  a  date. 

One  or  both  of  you  will  write  home  every  week,  and  be 
very  particular  about  your  health,  progress,  incidents, 
plans,  studies;  see  that  all  proper  names,  whether  of  per¬ 
sons  or  places  are  so  plain  that  he  may  run  who  readeth. 

ITe  shall  continue  to  write  you  together,  as  we  have  hereto- 


Note  1,  continued  from  last  page. 

With  tobacco  the  case  was  different.  Guests  at  Mount 
Hope  might  -  and  commonly  did  smoke  -  but  neither  Grand 
father  nor  Uncle  John  ever  did.  Grandfather  never  com¬ 
mented  upon  or  opposed  the  practice  -  but  apparently  he 
considered  it  lacking  in  cleanliness. 
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.aaaotXaaaXa  at  jatdoaX  dt  batabtanao  ^ 


158 


fore  to  him  alone.  The  letters  my  all  be  addressed  to  him 
perhaps,  but  will  be  intended  for  you  both.  Either  may  open 
and  reply.  We  have,  and  desire  to  have,  no  secrets  in  our 
family.  There  can  therefore  be  nothing  we  shall  want  to  say 
to  one  and  not  to  both. 

The  vacations  in  the  University  you  will  spend,  so  far 
as  you  shall  both  think  best  in  seeing  contiguous  countries. 
Let  as  much  of  this  be  done  on  foot  as  time  and  circumstances 
will  allow,  and  in  any  such  journey  lot  confidence  and  sim¬ 
plicity  -  not  force  -  protect  you.  Though  you  cannot  go  with¬ 
out  providing  ’gold  or  silver  in  your  parse’  oven  ’scrip  for 
your  journey’  you  need  not  make  a  display  of  it.  ’Wisdom,  is 
a  defence,  and  money  is  a  defence’  but  a  weapon  is  no  defence. 
As  simplicity  is  a  grace,  so  it  is  a  shield,  and  as  in  faith, 
so  in  works;  when  you  are  weak,  then  will  you  be  strong. 

Trust  then  to  this,  and  never  to  a  weapon.  Never  have  one 
with  you,  and  you  will  never  be  likely  to  want  one.  A  cane 
or  walking  stick  may  become  an  elderly  mian,  or  phlegmatic 
younger  mjan,  but  never  a  young  and  nervous  temperament. 

If  our  hopes  are  all  realized,  you  will  probably  spend 
about  a  year  in  Germ^y,  in  which  time  we  hope  you  will  ac¬ 
quire  a  tolerable  knowledge  of  the  language;  will  then  go 
to  France  and  stay  as  long  for  that  language.  In  both  places 
you  had  better  connect  yourself  immediately  with  one  of  the 
universities,  as  youi*  brother  has  in  Germany.  After  two 
years,  if  in  that  tim.e  all  things  remain  satisfactory,  you 
will  both  spend  sometime  in  travel,  before  returning  home. 

I  do  not  say  all  this  without  realizing  the  uncoriainty 
of  all  our  plans,  and  yet  it  is  our  duty  to  plan  with  a  hum¬ 
ble  reliance  upon  that  God  who  has  so  far  kept  us  in  all  our 
ways,  and  whose  favor  is  better  than  life.  To  His  kind  care 
and  protection  your  parents  commit  you  now,  as  they  have  done 
heretofore,  and  will  continue  to  do  while  reason  remains. 

See  that  you  do  not  forget  your  responsibility  to  Kim, 
to  them  and  to  yourself.  If  it  shall  appear  paradoxical,  yet 
it  is  no  doubt  true,  that  the  proudest  person  m^y  be  the  most 
meek  and  humble;  the  most  decided,  self-reliant  and  energetic 
may  be  the  most  modest,  considerate  and  courteous.  The  most 
prudent  and  econom.ical  may  be  the  most  liberal  and  benevolent. 
The  most  enterprising,  courageous,  industrious  may  the  best 
realize  his  dependence,  obligations  and  responsibilities. 
Those  apparently  opposite  traits  are  all  necessary  elements 
of  a  positive  and  well-balanced  character.  Their  degree  and 
harmony  will  make  the  measure  of  its  efficiency  and  excel¬ 
lence. 
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I  may  well  here  repeat  what  I  have  often  said  to  you  and 
Packer,  before,  but  my  never  have  an  opportunity  to  say  per¬ 
sonally  ap^ain,  and  yet  what  it  is  imporiAnt  you  should  know 
and  practice  upon,  i.  e,  the  necessity  of  forming  habits  of 
industry  in  your  particidar  cases. 

I'Yom  the  remarks  of  others,  from  the  manner  of  our  liv¬ 
ing,  from  oven  the  liberal  expense  of  your  education,  there 
is  danger  that  you  will  come  to  suppose  there  is  property 
enough  to  remove  the  necessity,  I  might  say  the  advantage, 
of  personal  effort,  but  -  believe  me  -  that  is  not  so. 

The  object  of  yc\ar  parents  has  been,  and  is,  by  a  good 
and  liberal  education  to  put  it  in  your  power  to  support 
yourself  respectably,  by  industry  in  a  profession;  by  pre¬ 
cept  and  example  to  lead  you  to  seek  His  favor  who  giveth 
to  all  men  liberally  and  upbraideth  not;  in  short  to  use 
the  power  Ho  has  given  you,  for  others'  benefit;  and  not 
to  hoard  ^7oalth,  and  want  for  their  children. 

The  observation  of  a  life  not  now  very  short  has  only 
confirmed  theijr  convictions,  that  happiness  is  never  found 
in  idleness,  or  separated  from  useful  employment;  that 
honor  and  industry  are  inseparable,  if  founded  upon  integrity 
and  economy.  This  will  in  some  measure  account  for  the  lib¬ 
eral  manner  of  their  living,  and  that  again  for  the  over¬ 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  their  property. 

By  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  you  will  probably  succeed  to 
a  very  fair  property,  and  to  a  character  founded  upon  the 
principles  spoken  of.  It  will  happily  make  the  same  demands 
upon  you  it  has  made  upon  them,  -  see  that  it  is  not  tar¬ 
nished  either  by  idleness  or  profligacy. 

They  do  not  object  to  the  measure  of  Packer's  present 
expenses.  The  same  line  may  be  continued  by  you  both,  pro¬ 
vided  only  that  the  most  is  made  of  your  time  and  ad\Antages 
in  the  way  of  study  end  that  none  of  the  things  prohibited 
are  practiced  or  indulged. 

Settle  with  yourself,  and  once  for  all,  whether  these 
requirements  are  reasonable.  If  you  find  them  so,  set  will 
to  the  execution,  nor  ever  allow  circumstances,  indolence, 

or  ease  to  be  your  master. 

Let  method  extend  to  the  minute  practices  of  life  - 
to  your  eating,  drinking  and  sleeping.  Take  care  of  the 
little  things,  little  sins,  little  expenses,  little  habits 

and  you  need  not  fear  for  the  great  ones. 

You  will  show  this  to  Packer,  for  his  guidance  as  well 
as  yours  -  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  him,  and  will  both 
believe  that  you  equally  share  our  love,  our  hopes  and  our 
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BS'^aXnavba  bna  ealf  ruox  lo  abas  el  Xsoa  adX  XadX  x^no  bablw 
baXldldoiq  sgnldX  arfX  lo  aaon^XarfX  bni$  xbnXs  lo  x**  adX  nl 

•  be^Xifbrtl  TO  boolXoaiKi  aia 
asadX  ladladw  ,Xfa  toI  oono  boa  .llasTLfOx^dXlw  aXXXaS  ^  ^ 
fXlw  Xas  ,oe  aodf  bnll^JLfox  •aidanosawi  aTa  iXnaaaTlxfpwi' 
,e9na£obnl  ^saorueXami/oTlo  woXXa  lava  toa  ^nolXi/oaxo  odX  of 

*TaX8a3t'‘Tt/ox  ad  oX  asaa  to 
-  allX  lo  seolXosTq  aXiniim  adX  of  bnaXxa  bodXaa  XeJ 
'  ..adX  lo  aiao  adaT  .^nlqawXe  bna  ^nidnlib  ,|nlXaa  mox  oX 
,  sXldad  eXXXiX  ^saenaqxa  a^XlX  ,#018  aXXXlX  %  BanldX  aXXXlI 

•  sanO'XaaTI  ariX  toI  laal'^Xon  baan  uo%  bna 
IXaw  SB  e9nabltf3  sld  toI  ,Tbd9al  oX  aldX^wodt  XX!w  uoT 

dXod  IXtw*bna  ,«ld  of  saXaXar  fl  ta  'ttl'os  nl  -  eii/ox  •* 
Tno  bna  saqod  mo  ,ovoX  tuo  STJuds  x^Xanpa  uox  Xadl  orollod 
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prayers  that  wherever  you  are,  you  cay  abide  under  the  shad- 
ow  of  the  Almighty. 

I  am,  my  dear  son 

Your  affectionate  Father 
E.  P.  Prentice.*’ 

Few  could  give  such  advice  as  this,  and  few  can  fully  under¬ 
stand  and  receive  it,  -  none  indeed  whose  life  is  lived  in  fear 
of  Fortune.  There  is  a  wonderful  distance  between  the  recommenda¬ 
tion,  "study  to  bo  open,  frank,  ingenuous  and  truthful  in  all  you 
say  as  well  as  simple  and  unpretentious  in  all  you  do,"  and  Lord 
Bacon’s  advice  that;  "The  best  composition  and  temperature  is 
to  have  openness  in  fame  and  opinion,  secrecy  in  habit,  dissimu¬ 
lation  in  seasonable  use,  and  a  power  to  feign  if  there  be  neces¬ 
sity.”  One  quality,  hcrwever,  more  than  craft,  which  Bacon  him¬ 
self  would  not  place  second,  has  never  failed  of  respect.  "Cer¬ 
tainly,"  he  said,  ’*it  is  heaven  upon  earth,  to  have  a  man’s  mind 
move  in  charity,  rest  in  Providence,  and  turn  upon  the  poles  of 
truth,"  This  is  but  the  fruit  of  courage.  The  strength  and 
blood  of  virtue  Bacon  said  is  "to  condemn  things  that  be  desired 
and  to  neglect  that  which  is  feared." 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  we  have  so  brief  a  rec¬ 
ord  of  Father’s  life  during  the  Civil  ?;ar.  Ho  saw  hard  service 
at  different  times  and  places,  and  it  is  not  unworthy  of  cur  af¬ 
fectionate  memory  that  his  gentle  sensitive  nature  and  almost 
feminine  characteristics  shewed,  when  called  for,  ouch  courage, 
vigor  and  force.  From  beginning  to  end  his  endurance  was  re¬ 
markable,  particularly  in  the  Wilderness  campaign,  -  his  regi¬ 
ment,  the  12th  U.S. Infantry,  in  Ayres’  Brigade  changing  from 
wing  to  wing,  fighting  all  day,  marching  much  of  the  night. 

Father  frequently  in  cominand  of  the  picket  line  at  night,  sev¬ 
eral  times  leading  five  companies  consolidated  with  his  oim  in 
a  charge,  twice  left  as  senior  officer  of  his  regiment  though 
only  a  first  lieutenant  in  rank,  twice  mentioned  for  meritorious 
service,  brevetted  for  gallantry  in  the  field  and  promoted,  this 
is  the  record  of  a  soldier  and  a  strong  man. 

Father's  first  military  service  was  as  stated  in  K!other’s 
l!emoir  at  the  recruiting  office  in  Rochester  and  aftery/ard  in 
Detroit,  Cur  next  information  comes  from  a  correspondence  which 
arose  in  1875  over  a  request  for  information  from  the  T/ar  Depart¬ 
ment,  These  letters  have  some  little  interest  as  reflecting  the 
Conditions  of  the  time  and  are  as  follcnysi- 
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;  '  VTar  Departnient 

.  •  ;  Office  Corcinissary  General  of  Subsistence 

•  •  --  ;  Washington,  D.  C.,  June  25th  1875 

Sir: 

One  John  Butters,  claiming  to  have  been  employed  as  a 
scout  for  General  B.  S.  Roberts  in  Vay  1863,  admits  by  mem¬ 
orandum  receipt  the  impressment  in  the  U.  S.  service,  by 
order  of  that  officer,  of  one  black  horse  and  21  head  of 
cattle,  the  property  of  Jacob  Coplin,  who  claims  to  be  a 
resident  of  Harrison  County,  West  Virginia,  and  who  swears 
that  this  stock  was  taken  for  the  use  of,  and  used  by,  the 
U.S.  Army. 

Further  than  by  the  receipt  itself  however,  it  does 
not  appear  that  Butters  was  performing  the  duty  alleged,  or 
that  he  had  any  authority  to  seize  and  receipt  for  this  prop¬ 
erty.  I  have  therefore  to  respectfully  request  to  be  fur¬ 
nished  with  any  information  you  possess  on  the  subject,  and 
that  you  will  state  the  designation  of  the  command  and  give 
the  name  and  official  designation  of  the  officer  acting  as 
Commissary  of  Subsistence  for  it  at  that  tLmo,  and  that  of 
the  officer  who  paid  Butters  for  his  services  as  scout,  it 
being  understood  that  you  were  A.  D,  C.  on  General  Roberts’ 
Staff  at  that  time,  . 

Very  respectfully  &c. 

R.  I'acfeely 

Com.  Gen.  Sub. 

Lieut.  S.  Prentice  ;  ,  ,  . 

Late  of  12th  U.  S.  Tnf .  '' 

Fiermont,  Rockland  County, 

'  -  ';h  .  ;  York.” 


■  •  •  '  *  '  h'i:  '  '■  ’•  Albany,  N.Y.  July  13th  1375. 

Sirs  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  yesterday  of 
your  communication  forwarded  to  me  from  Piermont. 

I  was  in  1863  acting  as  A.  D.  C.  on  the  staff  of  Gen  . 

B,  S.  Roberts.  Kis  command  in  the  spring  of  that  year  was 
the  ’4th  Separate  Brigade,  8th  Army  Corps'  with  Hd.  Qrs. 
at  Buckhannon,  Upshur  County,  W.  Va.  At  the  time  of  Imboden's 
raid  into  W.  ’’Virginia  and  upon  the  B.  &  v.  Rp,.  in  the  latter 
part  of  April  1863,  Ganl.  Roberts  fell  back  upon  Clarksburg 
.on  the  PlR.  and  being  joined  there  by  Renby's  ?»biryland  Brigade 
(from  Harper’s  Ferry)  he  called  his  command  during  the  early 
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part  of  I-Iay  1863  *  Independent  Division,  8th  Army  Corps.’ 

I  do  not  reniembor  the  name  of  the  officer  then  acting  as 
Commissary  for  the  Command,  but  my  impression  is  that  it  was 
the  same  officer  ^ho  was  Corrunissary  for  the  Brigade  prior  to 
Gen^.  Roberts  assuming  command. 

I  have  no  recollection  of  any  scout  named  Butters, 

There  were  two  scouts  employed  by  Gen^.  Roberts  one  of  whom 
(a  forcer  3rd  U,  S.  Cavalry  man)  was  a  Lieutenant  in  one  of 
the  TT.  Va.  Regiments  attached  to  Gen^.  Roberts  Brigade,  I 
think  in  either  the  2nd  or  the  8th  W.  Virginia,  Vols,  and 
ho  was  I  think  named  Burns.  The  other  one  was  a  civilian 
and  had  been  a  blacksmith  living  in  that  part  of  Virginia, 
but  I  think  his  name  was  not  Butters  and  my  impression  is 
that  it  was  Graves. 

I  have  no  recollection  of  Gen^.  Roberts  having  at  any 
time  directed  the  impressment  of  cattle.  Our  supply  depot 
was  at  Clarksburg,  on  the  B.  &  0.  RR.  and  we  were  kept  abun¬ 
dantly  supplied.  Before  we  reached  Clarksburg  about  April 
28th  the  Quartermaster  there,  had,  in  a  momentary  psinic,  at 
the  reported  near  approach  of  Imboden,  set  fire  to  and  de¬ 
stroyed  a  portion  of  the  Commissary  and  Quartermaster's 
stores,  but  had  an  ample  supply  of  meat  for  our  command 
during  the  few  days  that  the  R.  R.  was  blockaded.  At  the 
time  we  were  at  Clarksburg  (Vay  1^3)  and  when  we  were  fall¬ 
ing  back  from  Buckhannon  upon  Clarksburg,  the  people  through 
all  that  section  of  country  ran  their  cattle  and  stores  into 
our  lines  to  save  them  from  the  Rebel  forces;  and  I  re¬ 
member  very  distinctly  that  we  were  greatly  encumbered  with 
the  great  number  of  cattle  and  horses,  and  the  hundreds  of 
wagons  &c.  &c.  that  the  citizens  (both  loyal  and  those  ad- 
jnittedly  sympathizing  with  the  Rebels)  brought  into  our 
lines  for  protection  and  safety.  To  the  best  of  Tf.y  recol¬ 
lection,  these  citizens,  after  the  retirement  of  Imboden 
and  his  forces,  returned  safely  to  their  homes,  with  all 
their  cattle  suid  chattels  with  which  they  had  sought  the 
protection  of  our  lines,  excepting  only  so  much  as  they 
had  themselves  made  use  of  for  the  support  of  themselves 
and  their  families  while  within  our  linos. 

In  short  I  think  that  Genl.  Roberts  during  his  brief 
command  in  TT.  Virginia  in  the  spring  of  1863  did  not,  at 
any  time,  direct  the  impressment  of  cattle  or  of  horses  .  - 

for  the  use  of  his  command. 

I  have  no  recollection  of  his  having  any  one  named 
Butters  emploj'ed  as  a  scout:  I  do  not  think  -  if  there 
was  such  a  scout  -  that  Genu,  Roberts  authorized  him  or 
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(TAlIlvla  0  6BW  eno  'ledfo  ©iff  •en'n/S  b^Bfl  I  baw 

lo  iiaq  ^adJ-  fil  ^nlvXX  d^tmajfwttrf 'a  rtaad  bad  bna 
bI  ffl>la80Tqmi  Xfl  bna  eieiiua  ton  aaw  eaan  tld  Jteld^  I  itfd 
V  ,B0va*rO  BAw  &Mdf 

^fiB  J"©  snlvad  B-fiodoH  *^fi0O  Ito  fToJt>t 00X100011  oit  av ad  I 
ioqab  .oXiiao  >0  iaesfBBaiqal  ©d^  be^ooilb  ©adi 

'  -m/rfa  iqe^  ©Tew  ©w  bfxa  .Hfl  .0  A  ,3  ©d^^no  ,8ttfdBiX8X0,ia  eaw 
.  *  XliKjA  itfoda  3'tirda3(ica£0  bodoa®*!  bw  otcoIoS  .beiXqqtfB  ^I^nab 
J*©  ,olnaq  x^aiiwncKo  a  fit  ,bad  ^eTerf^  T©it©jrf8^Tai/P  ©dl  di6S 
-©b  bna  of  ©'rtl  f»a  ^aebodatl  lo  doao-sqqa  ^©a^b©fioq©T  adi  . 
t  bna  vnaaBloiioO  ©df  lo^  flolf loq  a  ba^oifi 

bcfloiTOO  ttfo  lol  fi>©a(  lo  eXqflia  fxa  bad  fird  fie^ofa 

©df  fA  .babsdooXd  aaw'lH  .Ji  ©dt  faiU*  B^tb  ©©*1  ©df  ‘ 

•IXai  »'r©w  ew  nariw  bna  (Cd8X  8'ii/d8af'iaI0  fa  •'t©w  ©w  ealf 
d^i/oTitf  ©Xqoaq  ©di  i^todcdiaXO  noqif  nonnaddoifi  ao*!!  doad  sal 
offll  R©TofB  bna  ©X^fao  Tt©df  nai  ^Tfnijoo  lo  oolfoa©  fadf  XXa 
-©*1  I  bna  jB©o*rol  ladefl  ©df  ooirl  «©df  evaa  of  tanlX  iiro 
riflw  b©*i©dwron©  ^XfaaTi  ©taw  ©w  f adf todo©fl 
lo  Ebdibrsid  ©df  bna  ,8e8*zod  bna^tXffao  ladmx/a  fasis  ©df 
•faa  ©Bodf  bna  lavjoX  df od)  anasifto  ©df  fadf  »o^  uno^MW 
•two  ofnl  fd^t/oTd  (eXadoH  ©df  dflw  ^nfsXdfaqcrtB  i^Xbaffla. 
-Xoo©t  to  f8©d,  ©df  oT  ,xf©la«  bna  nolfo©fotq  tol  aaniX 
nabodal  lo  foaawTlf©!  ©df’  t©fla  ,en©8Xfto  ©aadf  ^nolfo©! 
XXa  dflw  (BaaOd  *^©df  of  ^Xo^a©  benti/f©t  iBaoto*!  aid  bna 
©df  fd^i/oB  bad  ^©df  "riotdw  dflw  aXoffado  bfu  ©Xffao  xladf 
''\©df  sa^douB  oa  ij;Xno  3mfqs9X©  jisfilX  tuo^lo  nolfo©fotq  " 
BavXssaedf  lo  fioqqim  ©df  lol  lo  ©ac;  ©baa  aowXaeaadf  bad 

.Bonll  tiro  cldflw  ©Xldw  Belliaal  tladf  boa 
jBltd  Bid  ^nlivb  aftacfoH  •XnaO  fadf  alnldf  I  ftoda  nl  ^ 
fa  ffoa  bib  C<^X  lo  snl'xqs  ©df  nl  alnl^xlIT  .TT  ctl  bnaoaoo 
esBiod  lo  *ro  ©XffJd  lo  fnaaaaoiqal  ©df  foirrlb  «oalf 

^  "  mbamaoo  eld  lo  ©eu  at^  tol 

b©san  ©no  ^^na  30! wad  aid  lo  nolfoaXIoo©*;  on  ©vad  i'*'" 
BTBdS  11  Anldf  fon  ob.I  sfcioo©  a  ©a  be^Xqa©  atoffuS 
f  to  old  bexlnodfua  aftadoH  .XoaO  '^adf  •  f;/ooB  a  dot/s 
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any  other  scout  to  impress  cattle  or  horses;  or  Indeed,  that 
any  cattle  or  horses  neve  impressed  by  any  scout  and  retained 
by  Genl.  Roberts  for  the  use  of  his  command. 

;  ■'^ery  respectfully  &c.,  ^  ^ 

■  •  '  .  Sarto 11  Prentice, 

Late  Capt.  12th  U.  S,  Inf.  &  Brevet 
Maj.  U.  S.  A." 

•Washington,  Aug.  14th  1S75 

Lieut.  Sartell  Prentice 

Albany,  New  York..  ,  .  .  '  '  '• 

.  Sir;  '  ' 

Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  prompt  reply  to  my  let¬ 
ter  of  June  25th  relative  in  part  to  one  John  Butters  who 
claims  to  have  been  a  scout  under  Genl.  Roberts  in  Kay  1863. 

I  have  to  state  as  identifying  this  man  Butters,  a  statement 
that  on  or  about  June  20th  1863,  General  Roberto’  Headquarters 
;  ■  ;  .  .  were  at  Clarksburg,  IT,  Va.,  and  that  being  threatened  by  a 

'strong  force  of  the  enemy  ho  called  out  the  militia  to  defend 
the  place;  that  the  General  commissioned  Butters,  placed  him 
in  command  of  soldiers  and  sent  him  out  with  instructions  to 
take  all  the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  stores  ho  could 
get  hold  of  -  which  instructions  it  is  asserted  were  obeyed. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  please  state  wheth¬ 
er  you  now  recall  Butters  and  the  alleged  facts  set  forth 
above . 

*  ,  Very  respectfully  &c., 

,  .  '  R.  Kacfeely, 

:■  Com.  Genl.  Subs." 


"Albany,  N.  Y.,  October  4th  1875. 

Sir:- 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  commu¬ 
nication.  Severe  illness  in  my  family  and  absence  from  my  rec¬ 
ords  has  prevented  earlier  reply. 

The  ‘facts  above  alleged'  do  not  recall  Jiir*  Butters  to  my 
recollection.  On  the  contrary  they  strengthen  my  previous  im¬ 
pression  that  Jy!r.  Butters  and  his  pretended  claims  are  fraudu¬ 
lent. 

Ky  memory,  further  than  stated  in  my  communication  of 
July  13,  is  as  follows :- 

1.  General  Roberts  could  not  have  given  the  commission 
as  claimed  by  Butters  in  June  1863  for  he  left  W.  Va.  about 
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iaiii  to  {aoetorf  to  ©mao  taotqml  o^  tS22S.  ^aa 

banJtaJat  bna  iiwot  ^aa  beaeaTqaJf  etaw  8Mtod;^to  altiao  xaa 

^baamoo  alrf  1o  aaa  arii'ti'iol  t#tadoH  .-^naO  xd 

.  :  '  ,;o4  xXXal^diqaat 
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•iaX  t*  ^qaotq  msox  dqlaoat  odi  sal^jbaXwofofoA 

^  odw  atod^aS  ndoL  sno  at  t^aq  ol  ariiaXat  di^S  amiX*  lo  tat  .■  , 

•  XdBI  xbM  at  attWoH  ,Xfle0.tatof  tuoot  a  aoad  wwad  ot  aaXaXo  *  * 

tneaetata  a  ^at^tufl  naa  airft  ««  atata  ot  aw  ad  I 

atottajpbaaH  ’attadoH  XateaaO  |Cd8X  dtOS  e/orX  tif^a  to  oo  tadt 

a  banatarxdt  salad *tadt  bxia  ,.aV  ,!?  ^stXfdcftalO  ta  ataw  .  ;  .  t 
baalab  ot  altlXla  ©dt  too  baXXaa  ©ri  taaiw  odt  \o  aotol  saotta  l 

aid  baoaXq  ,8tattxifi  banolaalRttoo  XataaaO  adt  tadt  ;aoaXq  adt  ^ 

ot  e.-wito^aai  dtlw  too  mid  t«M  bna  ataibXoa  lo  bnansaoo  al 
bloDO  arf'*aetott  x^^atalfwoO  boa  a*tat8a«tattiMp  adt  XXa  aiUt 

•  baxado  ataw  battaaaa  al  tl  aaoltooitaizl  dolrfa  -  lo  bXod  taj 
-dtadw  atata  aeaaXq  XXlw  oox  t^t  taaopat  ot  atolatadt  awad  I 
rittol  ta»  iTtoal  bajaXIa  adt  boa  atottoa  .t«  XXioat  won  oox  ta 
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,.oa  xfXuW^M  •,  ':'  ,  4; 

-  ,X^»»19M  .H  ,  . 
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5V8X^dtX»  tadotoO  ,.T  .M  ,xn*^XA*. 
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-xAUloo  toQX  tqlaoat  as^^XwoiDtoa  ot  loaod  adt  awad  I 
•oat  X*  ■0'*^  aooaeda  bna  xXloal  nl  aaaoLXl , atawaE  ^  .oqltaola 

•XXqat  .talltaa  batnovatq  aad  abto 
Xia  ot  atattiia  .tSI 'XXaoat  ton  ob  'basaXIa  awoda  atoal*  ad?  ^  *. 

•«1  aiiolvatq  x*  «adtsnattajX®dt  x**n^f*o®  •dt  nO  •ooltoallooal  ^ 
•i/biratl  ata  aslaXa  babaatatq  aid  bna  atatti/d  .tH  tadt  nolaaatq 

lo  noliaotmnBOO  x*  dt  batata  nadt  tadtuOl  ^ 

"^.:twoIIol'aa  il  ,a  xXir^ 

ootaalaaoo  adt  narls  or  ad  ton  bXt/oo.  atiadoH  XataaaO^  .X 
tooda  .aV  «f  tlaX  ad  tol  C38X  amrt  ixl  atattufl  x^  baalaXo  ta 
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V&y  25 f  and  reported  in  person  to  Genl.  Pope  in  Milwaukee, 
Wis.  on  or  about  June  3rd  1863  and  by  or  about  June  8th  as¬ 
sumed  command  of  the  District  of  Iowa  with  Headquarters  at 
Davenport  where  he  remained  throughout  the  summer  and  fall 
of  1863. 

2.  Neither  our  command  nor  the  Rebel  forces  were  near 
'  Clarksburg  in  Juno  1853.  The  forces  under  Imbodcn  &c.  left 

the  vicinity  of  Clarksburg  about  May  11th  1863  and  Gen^. 
Roberts  moved  his  Headquarters  to  UTeston,  W.  Va,  on  May  12th 
1863  and  was  relieved  from  his  command  while  still  at  Reston 
about  May  25,  by  Genl.  Aver  ill. 

3.  In  the  spring  of  1863  there  was  no  such  thing  ex¬ 
isting  in  Tt.  Va.  as  an  organized  militia  and  consequently 
Genl.  Roberts  did  not  and  could  not  call  it  out. 

4.  Genl.  Roberts  at  no  time  within  my  knowledge  (and 
had  he’ done  so  in  the  spring  of  1863,  I  think  I  must  have 
known  of  it)  issued  any  commissions  to  any  civilians  or  pri- 
vates  and  I  am  confident  he  gave  no  commission  to  Butters. 

'  -  Very  respectfully  5cc., 

Sartell  Prentice 
Late  Capt.  12th  U.  S.  Inf'y  and 
Bvt.  Kfej.  U.  S.  A." 


This  was  the  summer  of  the  Draft  riots  in  New  York,  in  the 
■'course  of  which  the  12th  Infantry  was  ordered  from  the  Array  of 
the  Potomac  to  New  York  City.  The  Regiment  was  received  with 
some  enthusiasm  as  appears  from  the  anonymous  versos  sent  to  Fa¬ 
ther  and  other  officers  and  in  newspaper  references  to  the  "cel¬ 
ebrated  12th  Regulars"  as  in  the  Herald  August  24th.  The  arrival 
of  the* Regiment  was  told  of  in  the  follcwing  letter  written  by 
H.41.  Putnam,  the  Captain  of  Father’s  Company. 

'  "Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor 

'  -  '  :  ,  .  '  .  August  19th  1863 

Dear  Sir:- 

I  can  hardly  tell  you  what  changes  have  taken  place  in 
■  the  Regiment,  only  that  a  large  number  of  enlisted  men,  and 
one  officer  (Lieutenant  Miller)  have  been  killed.  Our  Regi¬ 
ment  came  home  from  the  field,  arrived  during  last  night. 

It  was  ordered  to  disembark  at  Gov.  Island,  and  I  have  seen 
only  one  officer,  viz.  Lieut.  Burnett.  I  expect  the  Regi¬ 
ment  will  be  sent  her©  today.  All  of  the  Regular  Infantry 
Regiments  are  ordered  here,  I  suppose  on  account  of  the 


,dO)lx/awXHI  nl  eqo*!  <yf  aoBttq  itl  bei^ioq#^  !>«t 

•UM  tUS  t^l  fuod»  10  xd  bos  C^erbit  anir^  ipo<f»  %o  no  .tlf 
Sm  9i^mrpbBBH  rfiiw  «wdI  lo  J^ol-ttaia  adt  lo  bnmTtoo  bsm 
IIbI  bfta  ^matn  9df  ^tfod^tsiS  bBnlamet  ad  a^adw  itTcqaaasd 

'  '  ’  74 

•xAan  a^w  «aotol  CadaH  edt  lan  bnamsoo  -tuo  taittlaH  .5 
^lal  .oA  rtofeodali*xabfnf  aaatol  ariT  .tdSX  am/l  fii  8T««#id‘ijiI3  ' 

•  irtm  td^L  rftfX  stiMbjC^XO  lo  x^Xnlala  add 

ddSX  xaM  «o  .aV  .W  ,nodeair  od  iiatriaupbBaH  tXd  bavoa  ed-tadoH 
floiaeH  da  Xilda  atldw  bflJMWOO  aid  «otl  bavalXai  aaw  bna  tdBl 

•  XXlfavA^,XaaO  t*S*  dooda 

-xa  ji^fildd  doi/B  on  aaw  atadd  Cd8X  lo  3^*1^  oI 
xXdnaopaeaoo  bna  aldlXlUjbaslfwjio  oa  aa  .aV  .W  nl  .  ■<  t 

•dtro  dl  XXao^dofi  bXooo  bna  docf  bib  ad^adofl  .  CaaO  ^ 
boa)  ai^baXwoflol^X®*  nlddlw  amid  an  da  adiadoH  .-^laO  *: 

97 Ad  Scum  I  rfoldd  I  tX^SX  lo  Btxltqa  BdS  nl  09  arTob)ad  bad  7  " 
•Itq  lo  analXlrlo  ina  od  anolaalmasoo  baoaai  (dl  lo  nvoad  7** 
♦anaddiiH  6d  flolealamoa  on  ofa;i  ad  dnabllixoa  oa  I  b/iii  aadav  s. 

,*oA  xXXi/ldoeqaai  X^aV  ^  '717 
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•oliim*!  XlsiDtS 
tMti  x''inl  >8  -0  dtSX  .iq«9  a^*I 
•.A  .B  .»  .*»a  , 

;  .•■  ■.»'■•  '•/■';  '■  ''I'  ■"  '  i:  : 

•  -!  I  ■  t  JL  tf?  -••  •  • 

add  fil  ,itT0T  waH  nl  adoli  dlaxlgarid  lo  xt«B»a  aaa  aldT  ^ 
lo  fsiA  add  K01I  beiabio^aaw  doldw  lo  aawob 

ddlw  baataaax  law  dnaal^aA  ad?  .xdl^  dxoT  waW  od  aaoodo^  add 


-a?  ot  dnaa  aaaiav  suotnxnoc^  arid  moil  aoaoqqa  a  a  naalaoddna  aaot 
-lao"  add7>d  aaoftaxalai  loqaqawaft^frl  bna  axaolllo.xaddo  bna  tadd 
XavlTxa  adT  ,df^  danx^A  bXaiaH  add  nl  aa  "axaXx/saH^rfdSX  badaida  ^ 
Xd  naddliw  laddaX  ^nlwoIXol  add  nl  lo  bXod  aaw  dne'Bl!|aH*edd  lo 

•XnaqotoO  a*xaddaT  lo  nlalqaO  add  ^candtdl 

xodiaH  itoY  waPl  ^nodllnaH  dua^  *'7‘‘*^*  T 

caex  <wx  Aiugu*  .  .:::  J-  '•  ■  ■  '::•:* 

fil  aoaXq  naiad  aaad  ao^nado  dadw  nox  XXad  jXbxad  nao  I 
bna  inax  badalXna  lo  xadau/n  a^xaX  a  dadd  x-^  ,dna«l:|afl  addv. 

-l^aH  mO*  .  baXXld  a# ad 'at ad  (lalXlV  dnanadyaU),  laolllo  ano 
•  dd^n  daaX  anlxvb  batlna  ,bXall  add  ootl  aaod  aataa  dnas 
naea  avad  I  bna  ^bnaXal  .toO  da  iiadatflb  od.  baiabio  taw  dl 
-l^aJ!  add  do^^a  I  ,ddairB/8  .dnalJ  .alt  , laolllo  ano  x^®®. 
-X^dnalnl  taXn^aH  add  lo‘riA  aiarf  dnaa  ad  IXlw  dnaw  y  .,y 

aid  lo  dcufoooa  no  aaoqqira  I  toxad  baitbio  au  adnanl^aH^ 


draft.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  our  RogiBent  all  togoth- 
or « 

;  •  By  the  way,  our  Company  is  now  called  the  best  drilled 
-  and  disciplined  Company  in  the  Army,  Old  officers  say  they 
never  saw  so  good  a  Company.  There  is  no  mistake.  There  is 
no  mistake  -  it  is  an  honor  to  command  such  a  Company.  .  .  . 

I  am  at  present  in  command  of  a  Battalion  consisting  of 
two  infantry  and  four  artillery  companies  all  armed  as  in¬ 
fantry.  There  are  about  six  hundred  men  in  the  Battalion. 

I  have  Battalion  drills  every  afternoon.  There  were  several 
of  my  men  wounded  during  the  riots  but  they  have  nearly  all 

recovered.  .  v  j 

There  are  now  only  four  or  five  1st  Lieutenants  ahead 

of  you  on  the  list.  I  do  not  expect  you  to  be  on  duty  again 
as  one  of  my  Lieutenants  -  you  will  so  soon  be  a  Captain. 

Co.  ’F’  has  never  had  but  one  officer  actually  on  duty  with 
it*at  one  time.  Your  Kan  ^aft  is  not  worth  one  cent.  He 
'  has  been  in  Hospital  ever  since  he  joined  the  Company.  Ikj . 
Bruen  has  been  relieved  as  Superintendent  of  Regt’l  Recruit¬ 
ing  Service  by  Capt.  Blunt.  The  llajor  will  take  command  of 
the  Regiment,  If  you  can  get  hold  of  the  New  York  Tribune 
of  the  31st  July  you  will  find  my  official  report  which  Gen, 
Brown  allowed  tham  to  publish.  That  will  give  you  a  detailed 
account  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  during  the  riots. 

.;Ky  Company  was  at  Sandy  Hook  only  ten  days. 

*  '  '  •  '  .Very  sincerely  yovirs, 

H.  R.  Putnam.":;  :  •/ 


'  Davenport  seems  to  have  been  a  lee  shore  and  the  attention  of 
the  officers  sent  there  seems  largely  to  have  been  directed  toward 
securing  assignment  for  some  more  active  duty.  For  Fat  er  e  sum 

mer  at  Davenport  was  a  fortunate  turn  of  ® 

wife  was  able  to  join  him  and  here  was  born  on  July  .eVth 
their  first  child  -  a  boy.  There  were  at  this  time  confined  at 
Rock  Island  about  three  hundred  Indian  prisoners  who  had  been  cap¬ 
tured  after  an  outbreak  in  the  Northwest.  Some  of  those  ^isoners 
made  for  their  officer’s  baby,  out  of  lasolssippi  River  shells, 
some  dross  studs  such  as  are  used  in  infants  gowns,  and  a  ° 

cuff  buttons.  These  articles  I  still  have.  For  Father  and  Jk>ther 
the  suumer  and  fali  passed  quietly  enough,  but  the  genera  ® 

among  the  officers  for  particip-ation  in  more  stirring  scenes  shows 

plainly  in  such  letters  as  remain  of  this  period.  ... 
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bBlIlTb  l8»(f  9(if  b§ClMO  won  1^  **£«  iX^w  i’ 

x*®***'*®®^^®  MO  .xinA  ^«flt  al  ^m»qitoO  &BatXqtt»Qlb  ,&a«'r 
si  BTOdT  on  ai  oiBdT  .'^n^sioO  b  boog  oa  «m  iwBa  * 

•  ,  •  •'tnaqaoO  m  douB  boBiwsoo  6f  *r9norf  aa  b1  -  aiLafalai  oa 

„lo  ^rUtslaaoo  aollBt^AS  b  lo  baaoBioo  al^aaaavi  Sm  mb  I  v„ 

-flt  8B  bBjriB  IXb  BBizxBqaoB  ^  xtfn&Xai  otd .'. 

•  noltBt^BS  adf  at  am  baibai^  xti  tc/odB  aza  wiadf  .x^obI  ‘ 
iazaraa  aiav  ,or>otrtafXM  x^Bva  aXIttb  aolLaJ^&M^  wad  I 

XXb  wad  ^adi  turf  afoiz  adi  sni'tub  babntrow®^i»aaii,x®  ; 

^  .:?r*  .bewooat; 

baadB  atfiBOotualJ  tal  avtl  to  luol  x-Cflo  wofl  aiB  atadT 
otBSA  no  arf  ot  uox  ioaqxo  ton  ob  X  «tat£  adt  oo  uo^  Xo 
•  rttBtqsO  B  arf  flooa  oa  XXtw  itox  -  BtruuiatuatX  xk  V>  aoo  bb 
dtlw  xtub  no  x^^BUtOB  ^aotllo  ano  turf  barf  zwaa  ilad  «o3 
eH  .tfrao  ano  itio*  toa  at  tlui'?*  rtm  ztstil  ^ornlf  ano  tB^tt 
.tB2t  ^xnaqmoO  adt  bantot  ad  aoati  trra  iBtlqaoH  M  aearf  ead 


•a  ♦ 
•-a- 


^  ( •  *  ( 


'  ^ 

• 

•  1  <  ’* 

•*  ^ 

,;i! 


-tlinoaH  l^t^a^  lo  tnabnatatraq^  bb  baratXn  naarf  alad  ttatf.zE/. 
lo  bajsmoQO  aiat  IXtw  adt  ..tafiflE  .tqaO  x^  aolTnaC  ;|£it  ' ''*  [.'  jg' 

am/dtiT  iioT  waX  adt  lo  bXod  ta^  oao  cmx  .tnaBt^aH  adt* 

•  £taO  dotdw  tioqa^  latotYlo  x^  ball  XXtw  uox  x^^  a*^  ^o’ 

baliatab  a  uox  arts  XHw  tadT  •datXrfuq  ot  Badt  baabXXa  nao^S  _ 
atota  adt  sotiub  bnaoBBOo  x*  naiat  ttaq  adt  lo  tfluoooa 


lo  nottnatta  adt-bna  anodi  aaX  a  naarf  a^ad  ot  aaaaa  t^xcqaavad 
biaaot  batoatlb  iiaad  arad  6^  x^w^taX  aaaM  atadt  ^taaa  ataotllo  altt 
-BUB  adt  ladta^  lo^  ,  ,xtu6  evttoa  aioa  anoa  lol  tnaon^taaa  ^otiirBaB 
aid  etad  aonis  ta'tialla  lo  mut^  atanutiol  a  aaa  tioquaraO  ta  la*/ 
C36X  dt9S  xJ^^  no  irtorf  aaa  aiari  bda  mid  nlot  ot  aXda  aaa  aliai 
ta  baoiliM  aeit  atdtjta  a^aa  atadT  .xorf  a  •  bXido  taitl  liadt 
•qaa  oaBrf  bad  oda  BTanoaiiq  naibfti  banrbnuil  aardt  tuoda  bnaXal  daoH 
aianoai^  aaadt  lo  e«o8  .taeat^ioK  adt  oi  dBBirftvo  ob  latla  baiut* 
,afXadB  iBYt)!  iqqiiataafil  l"o  tuo  tX^irf  •'taotHo  Tiadt  lol  afaaa 
lo  aiaq  a  boa  ^anaas  ttnaloi  at  beau  aia  aa  doua  abuta  aaaTb  awot 
•xadtoM  bna  ^odta^'Taf  .wad  IXttt  i;/taXo!t;ia  aaadT  .anotturf  1*^0 
aoiaab  laiana)  adt’'’tirrf^4d3uoaa  xXtaiup'baaaBq  XXbI  boa  laopoia  adt 
aaorft  aenaoB  •*»*  nl  nottaqioitaaq  ^ntol  Btaonio'edt  ^noaa 

«boiiaq  aidt  lo  alasat  ta  aaottal  doua  nl  x^nialq 


••  5** •  !i  i  t  -A 

>.«  .'*■■,  ■  *.  t.  '  i  a*  •  •  ,  -  .  ?  .  '  t 

,  .r  f  ,  i  •«  '.*«.,  *  •  .  t  *  '•  *■ 


166 


♦’Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  Nov,  29,  1S63 

My  dear  Prentice: 

There's  no  place  like  hoiBs  and  Ky  place  has  been  with 
the  General  co  Icsig  that  it  seems  my  home  is  where  ho  is  - 
where  that  rrill  be  I  don’t  know.  General  Pope  told  mo  » 
having  concluded  my  special  inspection  of  troops  and  posts 
•You’ll  have  to  rci!\ain  here  a  few  days  longer.’  At  present 
and  for  the  two  last  days  I  have  been  dancing  attendance  at 
Headquarters  awaiting  orders,  but  it  being  my  part  to  wait 
and  say  nothing  I’m  trying  to  do  it  as  patiently  as  my  im¬ 
patience  will  allcKT.  ,  .  , 

I  have  had  the  pleastire  of  visiting  all  the  ladies  of 
the  staff  since  my  arrival  here,  and  from  their  very  com¬ 
fortable  establishments  one  would  judge  that  they  consid¬ 
ered  themselves  fixed  for  the  war  -  in  truth  that  seems  to 
be  the  prevailing  sentiment  at  Eeadquarters.  While  Gen^. 
Pope  makes  continuous  efforts  for  a  cornmnd  there  seems  to 
be  little  hope  for  him.  Hop©  wo  my  have  better  luck. 

l!y  affectionate  remembrances  to  Ben  and  ask  him  how 
many  pages  of  the  regulations  ha  remembers  now, 

K!y  warmest  regards  to  Genl.  and  family,  in  truth  all 
the  staff,  and  believe  me. 

Your  friend, 

Jos.  McC.  Bell. 

Lieut.  S,  Prentice 

Davenport,  Ic^wa," 


♦•Lieut.  Prentice 
Ity  dear  Sir:- 

Your  telegram  was  received  at  nine  last  evening. 

I  do  not  know  when  I  shall  leave  hero.  I  have  written  Genl. 
Pope  end  shall  wait  his  answer,  and  that  may  imke  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  wait  until  I  hear  from  Tsashington . 

Nothing  new.  All  send  love  to  Kre.  P.,  the  young  Heir 
end  ask  to  be  reirtembered  to  you  and  Mr,  Isham’s  family. 

Very  truly  yours, 

B,  S.  Roberts 

Davenport,  14th  Jany,  1864." 

♦♦Davenport  2d  Feb’y.  1864. 

My  dear  Sir:- 

I  have  been  dally  the  past  20  days,  expecting  the  de¬ 
cision  to  be  made  soirewhere,  whether  I  should  recain  here 
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in  Davenport  awaiting  orders,  or  go  to  the  Fast,  but  as  yet 
get  none.  Gen^.  Pope  has  written  mo  an  official  letter,  say¬ 
ing  that  the  order  relieving  r.e  from  comirand  does  not  relieve 
ino  froB  duty,  and  that  I  cannot  leave  Davenpnrt  without  per^ 
pis si  on.  It  is  possible  that  under  this  interpretation  of 
Genl.  Hallock’s  order  a  doubt  my  arise  whether,  if  I  can¬ 
not  leave  rayself,  I  could  give  you  proper  authority  to  leave. 
If  I  do  not  get  East  in  a  very  few  days  it  will  bo  safer  for 
you  to  return  here,  and  roake  yourself  happy  in  the  festivi¬ 
ties  of  Davenport  in  the  gey  eoaeon. 

Very  truly  yours, 

B.  S.  Rotjorts. 

to 

Lieut.  S.  Prentice, 

care  Hon.  P.  Isham, 

Piemont.  ” 


*^Devenport  February  8th/64 

Ii*y  dear  Prentice:- 

The  General  received  your  telegram  this  afternoon.  I 
believe  ho  has  answered  it  -  I  am  not  certain.  ’Davenport 

is  a  nice  place.'  n  »  i 

The  General  received  a  private  letter  from  Gon  .  Hal- 

leck  in  which  he  said  that  as  the  Secretary  of  War  had  re¬ 
lieved  him  from  coEirand  he  had  no  pc^rer  to  give  him  orders, 
but  that  if  he  would  apply  for  orders  for  any  particular 
portion  of  the  field,  or  have  any  General  apply  for  him,  it 
would  be  dilly  laid  before  the  Sficretary.  The  General  has 
made  an  application  for  any  field  duty,  ii'<e  are  expecting 

an  answer  any  day.  ...  -  ,  ,  ,  i  \ 

The  Don  gave  a  party  the  night  Dick  (Richard  Skinner; 

left  for  Milwaukee  -  I  was  sick  and  could  not  go.  You  can 
imagine  my  disappointment.  Davenport  is  as  dull  as  over.  .  . 

Your  friend, 

R.  W.” 


'Telegram. 

^  "Davenport,  Feb.  20,  1864. 

Lieut.  S.  Prentice, 

care  Judge  Isham,  Piermont. 

'  ’  Report  in  person  here  without  delay.  Ordered  to 

report  to  General  Banks  with  staif. 

B.  S.  Roberts.” 
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It  was,  I  think,  in  the  latter  part  of  February  or  e^irly  in 
Varch  1664,  that  Father  mdo  direct  application  to  the  Far  Depart^ 
ment  to  be  allowed  to  join  his  Roginient,  still  on  duty  at  Fort  Karn 
llion  but  abo’jt  to  roturii  to  the  front.  I  judge  fron  the  follow- 
ing  letter  that  the  application  was  Kiade  without  the  knov^ledgo  of 
General  Hobsrtc,  to  whom  Father  was  much  attached. 


*'New  Orleans,  19th  l!arch  I864. 

Hon.  P.  Isham 

Fiermont,  Now  York 
My  dear  Sirt- 

I  was  taken  greatly  by  surprise  on  Monday  last  by  the 
receipt  of  an  order  from  Gen^.  Ralleck  relieving  Mr.  Pi'ontice 
from  duty  on  my  staff  and  dii*ectlng  him  to  join  his  company 
in  the  field  without  delay.  Ko  loaves  today  on  the  steamer 
for  New  York  and  wjJl  doubtless  be  ?dth  you  today  one  week. 

I  regret  very  much  to  lose  Ibr.  Prentice.  He  had  prepared 
himsolf  to  be  useful  as  a  staff  officer  and  I  shall  find  my¬ 
self  unable  to  fill  his  place  to  my  satisfaction. 

Besides,  he  was  my  main  companion  and  the  social  loss 
afflicts  m.  As  a  new  reign  is  established  at  Washington 
it  is  quite  probable  that  you  could  got  him  ordered  back 
by  going  on  to  Washington. 

Very  truly  yours, 

B.  S.  Roberts.” 


Father  joined  his  Regiment  about  the  first  of  April  1864, 
as  appears  from  the  foil  coring  letter: 


^Carnp  of  12th  U.  S.  Inf'ty. 
near  Kettle  Run,  Va. 

April  7th,  1864. 

^’y  dear  Parents: 

Here  I  am,  snugly  ensconced  in  camp.  In  Washington  I 
met  Capt.  Schuyler,  who  has  Kimball’s  place  on  Gen^.  Patrick’ 
staff.  He  telegraphed  the  Genl.  of  my  being  hero  and  in  re¬ 
ply  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  Gen^.  asking  me  to  cone 
out  to  his  Hd.  Qrs.  So  Monday  I  went  out.  He  received  me 
very  kindly  and  cordially  indeed.  •  •  •  I  stayed  all  night 
and  the  next  morning  came  back  hero  to  report  as  required  by 
my  orders.  l*y  Capt,  being  absent  I  was  put  In  charge  of  my 
Company.  Both  Monday  and  Tuesday  were  cold  exid  vei'y  stormy 
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days,  and  a  glooiay  introduotlon  for  me  into  tho  Army  of  the 
■  Potomac,  To  add  to  all,  I  left  New  York  with  a  boil  Juat 
fairly  stairtod  on  sjy  neck,  which  tha  binding  of  my  coat  and 
weight  of  my  ovsreoat  greatly  increased.  It  bacamo  very 
eoro  and  swollen,  along  the  cordc  of  my  neck  and  etioulder. 
Yesterday  I  took  it  to  tli©  stirgoon  and  ho  opened  it  end  told 
me  I  must  keep  quiet  a  day  or  two,  so  I  aa  today  off  duty. 
Tomorrow  I  shall  be  ell  right. 

Our  camp  is  on  the  Orange  end  Alexandria  R.R,  about  40 
miles  from  ITashington  and  20  from  Brandy  Station,  where  are 
tho  Army  Hd.  Qrs. 

12  o,c •  M. 

■■  ■■  I  have  been  out,  and  it  is  now  too  late  for  today's 
mail,  which  I  regret  very  much,  .  ,  ,  Howard  Rathbona  ia 
;  '  on  Rlis.  &  Dis,  duty  in  Baltimore,  Henry  is  on  Gen^,  Burn¬ 

side’s  staff,  was  to  report  day  before  yesterday  to  Btrrn- 
side,  I  called  and  saw  Judge  and  Wq.  Harris  and  i'dfls  Clara, 
Love  to  all ,  . 

•  Your  affectionate  son 
'  Sartell." 


This  was  but  about  a  month  before  tho  opening  of  tho  Wilder¬ 
ness  Campaign,  General  Elwell  S.  Otio  who  at  that  time  coismnded 
a  regiment  in  tho  Regular  Brigade,  in  writing  to  me  recently  of 
this  period  of  the  War  eaidj- 

"On  Kay  4th  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  crossed  the  Rapidon 
and  passed  into  tha  Wilderness.  On  the  night  of  that  day 
'  the  pickets  of  the  2jad  Division  of  the  5th  Corps  ware  taken 
.  from  om*  brigade  -  I.Ia;Jor  Prentice  cojsisRnding  the  picket  de¬ 
tachment  of  tha  regular  regiments,  and  I  those  of  the  bri- 
.  .  gade,  We  had  a  nearly  sleepless  night  in  ostablishing  our 

linos  in  the  thick  undergrowth  of  brush,  and  connecting 
‘  them  with  tha  pickets  of  other  organizations  on  our  flanks. 
Early  the  next  Doming  two  Confederate  corps  confronted  us 
and  the  second  Wilderness  battle  commenced.  Of  it  Kajor 
Prentice  wrote  and  read  before  the  Loyal  Legion  Commanderry 
of  Chicago  a  few  years  ago,  one  of  tho  best  accounts  I  have 
ever  read,  and  the  article  shows  that  he  was  a  cool  keen  ob¬ 
server  of  whatever  took  place  at  the  i-Emedlate  front,  before 
•  •  and  during  the  first  day  of  that  battle.  Subsequently,  I 
saw  him  only  occasionally.  Tho  marches,  dally  fighting  and 
demand  for  continuous  preeonco  with  ti’oops  at  the  firing 
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IIbo  (for  the  opposing  aiTsies  Eaintained  clooo  contact  on 
that  long  caispaign)  did  not  giv®  leleur©  nor  opporttmity  fcr 
visiting*  B'oi&snts  of  ecjsparativo  quist  ^sra  dovotod  to  noccs- 
esxy  rest  bj'A  elsep*  Dsy  siiccoedod  day  ^?ith  a  rsi'Katition  of 
eighty  endeavor  and  d^aliily  etrtjgglo  without  radical  rosuLt, 
\mtil  tho  rank  and  file  of  the  dcplot^^d  amios,  worn  cvrb  in 
body  and  spirit >  appeared  to  bo  devoid  of  iiitclligenc©  and 
volition  «  practically  antomatons,  Koved  without  protest  or 
criticicia,  at  the  will  of  those  who  exercised  tho  general 
direction  of  affairs.® 


This  anxious  tiise  is  very  vividly  presented  in  tho  letters 
which  havQ  fortunately  escaped  destruction. 


®11  ITell  Street, 
i'iiy  4>  1B64. 

Ky  dear  Bro. 

Ikvthcr  cent  12s  your  letter  of  the  29th.  W©  are  all  think' 
ing  and  talking  of  you  constantly  and  I  hop©  you  will  scratch 
off  a  lino  at  opportunity  in  lead  poncil,  or  any  way. 

bhon  I  was  in  tha  Airy  and  en  expedition  or  scout  I  never  felt 
I  was  going  to  suffer  and  you  probably  foel  so,  but  I  balievQ 
I*d  rather  mke  this  caiapaign  than  have  you.  You  and  wo  will 
look  b^ck  on  this  susE.sr’s  work  with  pride  and  cs.tisf action 
if  it  turn  out  for  the  best,  as  wc  hope  and  expect. 

l/othor*  is  anxious  to  have  Mary  coisa  up  and  cake  a  long 
visit  and  they  keep  up  a  vigorous  correspondence,  I  think. 
Father  is  off  on  tlie  R.  R.  this  week. 

The  people  at  hone  overywhero  ore  grming  terribly  snx- 
ious  about  tho  Anrty*s  coning  work  and  tha  North  will  double 
its  mm  in  the  field,  and  every  youngster  shoulder  his 
if  ill  befalls  us  this  suniaer.  Every  soldier  looks  now  like 
a  hero.  Would  that  the  tiEa  for  peaceful  citizonship  might 
soon  cose  again. 

All  send  love.  The  weather  is  cool  and  sprlng-likQ. 

I  enclose  a  few  stampfs  for  yo\n*  use. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  P.  Prentice. 

Lieut.  Sartoll  Prentice, 

1st  Brigade,  1st  Biv.  5th  Corps, 
ilrmy  of  tho  Totomac.® 
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Father's  account  of  the  opening  of  the  battle,  to  which  Gen¬ 
eral  Otis  refers,  will  be  inserted  later. 

I  have  long  thought  that  we  probably  owed  Father's  life  to 
the  fact  that  on  that  first  day  of  the  engagement,  May  5th  1863, 
Father  was  on  the  picket  line  and  not  in  the  chaxge  which  his  pa¬ 
per  describee.  It  proved  in  this  instance,  that  the  duty  which 
at  first  seemed  most  dangerous,  was  in  fact  less  dangerous  than 
others.  Father  always  thought  that  the  charge  was  a  mistake. 

There  were  indications  which  in  his  opinion  should  have  satisfied 
coiumanding  officers  that  the  enemy  was  in  too  groat  force  to  be 
drawn  out  or  dislodged  by  so  small  a  body  of  troops.  General 
Griffin  earnestly  opposed  the  order,  and  when  the  charge  was 
made  and  he  saw  his  men  falling,  he  broka  into  tears.  I  think 
Father  inclined  to  lay  responsibility  for  the  order  with  General 
l?arren. 

If  ter  this  Father  was,  part  of  the  time,  in  command  of  his 
regiment  as  senior  officer.  Once  during  the  close  contact  in  the 
Wilderness  he  noticed  on  the  left  of  his  line  -  not  far  distant 
but  far  enough  to  be  almost  concealed  by  the  thick  growth  of 
trees  and  bushes  -  crowds  of  men  passing  rapidly  toward  his  rear. 
He  recognized  that  the  enemy  had  broken  the  Union  line  and  at  once 
commenced  to  draw  his  troops  off.  It  subsequently  proved  that  the 
Union  forces  in  that  p^t  of  the  field  had  been  driven  back  and 
had  been  unable  to  get  word  of  the  movement  to  Father.  His  com¬ 
mand  was  therefore  given  up  as  lost,  and  much  surprised  the  bri¬ 
gade  by  their  arrival  in  the  evening.  From  this  battle  Father 
brought  home  soiue  spent  bullets  and  fragments  of  flags  captured 
from  the  enemy  which  we  have  mounted  in  a  frame.  Father's  serv¬ 
ices  at  this  time  were  acknowledged  by  a  personal  note  from  one 
of  the  principal  officers  of  the  Administration  in  YTashington. 
Mother  is  quite  confident,  but  not  entirely  sure  that  the  note 
was  written  by  President  Lincoln.  Unfortunately  it  was  burned, 
with  many  other  articles  of  value,  in  the  fire  which  destroyed 
the  Piermont  house*  Later  Father  received  a  commission  as  Major 
by  brevet,  “for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness  and  in  the  present  campaign  before  Potersburg," 
a  commission  which  would  have  been  signed  by  President  Lincoln, 
but  for  the  tragedy  which  ended  his  life. 


"In  the  Field 

May  7th  1864 

4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 

My  dear  Wifie 

I  am  all  well  and  perfectly  sound.  Don’t  believe  more 
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than  half  the  papers  say.  I  hope  ttq  shall  be  in  the  end  grand¬ 
ly  victorious.  Keep  in  good  spirits  and  courage. 

Love  to  all. 

All  my  love  and  kisses  to  you  end  baby. 

.  .  Your  husband.*  ; 


"11  Wall  Street,  New  York, 

•  '  '  ifey  9,  1864. 

Sartell, 

You  cannot  think  hoiR  anxious  we  are  to  hear  from  you. 

It  was  only  yesterday  that  we  had  reports  of  the  fighting  and 
:only  this  morning  that  it  seemed  probable  that  your  regiment 
was  in.  ' 

God  grant  that  it  go  well  with  the  country,  and  go  wall 
with  you.  . 

I  have  just  had  a  letter  from  home  about  you.  I  wish  I 
were  with  you  to  stand  up  to  my  duty  in  the  field  as  well, 
and  I  think  none  of  us  will  fail  to  be  proud  that  you  were 


out  at  this  time. 

I  will  go  to  Washington  end  to  you  at  a  moment’s  warn¬ 
ing  if  it  bo  necessary,  but  I  know  you  have  friends  near  at 
hand  to  look  after  you,  and  I  hope  nothing  ill  has  befallen 
you. 


. Yours  truly, 


•  •  k.  p.  p. 

kary  was  in  New  York  on  Saturday  and  said  all  was  well  with 
her  and  all  our  friends.  All  send  love. 

Who  are  your  Brigade  and  Division  Generals? 

Lieut.  Sartell  Prentice,  12th  U.S.Inf., 

Ist  Brigade,  1st  Division,  5th  Corps, 

Army  of  the  Potomac." 


"New  York  Pay  10,  1864. 

Py  darling  Brother!  '  -  . 

How  anxious  this  fearful  news  from  the  Army  of  the  Po¬ 
tomac  has  made  us  all.  for  you.  Pother  said  in  one  of  her 
letters  to  roe,  *I  never  knew  how  to  pray  for  a  child  before.' 
Oh,  Sartell,  you  must  be  in  great  danger,  not  only  from  the 
.risks  of  the  battlefield,  but  from  constat  exposure;  do 
follow  Pother's  example  -  pray.  You  have  my  earnest  prayers. 
Dear  Sartell,  I  am  trying  to  be  a  better  girl,  trying  I  mean 
to  be  a  Christian,  and  though  very  far  from  my  hopes,  I  an 
happier  than  I  used  to  be.  Do  try  to  read  the  Bible  and 
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pray  to  bo  made  ready  -  prepared  for  life  or  death. 

Sister  i!ary  called  on  m  yesterday,  but  being  at  the  Gym- 
nasluK  1  nisesd  her  ecill.  Wan  not  that  bad?' 

It  is  but  sQX'on  i^oeks  froE  torconroir  *  the  29th  of  June  - 
that  school  clones.  Ns?rt  Friday  afternoon  at  half  past  four 
o'clock  a  carriage  \yith  Florence,  Packer  and  Kelly  inside, 
calls  hor©  for  your  sietor,  and  then  off  v/e  all  go  to  the 
new  Hudson  River  oteaJEboat,  the  St,  Jolin,  en  route  for  Albany 
to  pass  this  holiday.  t?e  return  on  the  Monday  night  boat. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  extroDsly  warm, 
so  that  the  City  looks  b6auti^Jl.  The  magnolia  blossons  aro 
alEOst  gono,  tha  lilacs  aro  just  coming,  many  flowers  have 
been  set  out  from  greenhouses,  and  the  trees  have  the  green¬ 
est,  daintiest  little  leaves,  which  already  form  a  delightful 

sliade.  ^  ^ 

I  am  getting  along  nicely  with  music  and  will  play 

you  what  you  please  when  you  cone  hoze  -  when  you  come  home. 
Cur  Heavenly  Father  bless  you  and  return  you  to  us  again. 

Your  affectionate 
Bertha. 


Good-night  and  good-bye  once  more  dear  Sartell; 

just  tine  to  say  so  before  jumping  into  bod. 

B.** 


I  have 


"Albany,  May  11th,  1864* 

l!y  dear  Sartoll;  ^  r  t 

You  are  constantly  iii  our  minds  now,  in  this  learruj. 

strvwlQ.  Our  unceasing  prayer  is  that  God  nay  protect  you 
end  bring  good  to  our  Country  out  of  this  dreadful  sacrifice 

that  is  going  on.  *  .  . 

Our  apprehension  is  not  more  from  the  casualties  of  bat¬ 
tle  than  the  ©xcossivs  fatigue  and  other  exposures.  Hhat  can 
we  do  however,  but  leave  you  as  thousands  others  have  to  do, 
with  that  Providence  who  notices  the  fall  of  a  sperr^  ond^ 
whose  ear  is  opsn  to  all  who  call  upon  him  in  sincerity  ana 

There  is  nothing  new  with  us  -  but  what  comes 
Army.  The  bulletin  beards  are  besieged  a3.1  the  tinso  both  by 
friends  and  curicus  -  with  what  different  emotions  hewever. 

I  am,  rty  dear  son, 

with  keenoBt  sensibility 

Yours  4:0 . , 

E.  P.  P." 
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p:  In  Father's  letter  book  there  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  on 

February  17th  1897  to  the  editor  of  the  Century  fegazlne,  giving 
?  about  the  only  inforipation  in  regard  to  his  service  at  this  tlise, 

which  we  now  have,  besides  tliat  elready  i^entioned.  The  letter 
.  speaks  of  operations  of  the  Regular  Brigade  on  llay  14th,  1863, 

t  as  folloffsj. 


"I  notice  in  General  Porter's  very  interesting  article 
entitled  'Campaigning  with  Grant'  In  the  February  Century  a 
etatsment  which  is  incorrect  and  which  as  inadvertently  do¬ 
ing  injustice  to  the  gallant  Regular  Brigade  of  the  Iriiy  of 
the  Potoioac  I  trust  you  will  enable  ne  to  correct* 

On  page  4^7  of  the  liagasine  General  Porter  credits  to 
General  Upton's  Brigade  of  the  6th  Corps  the  capture  of  a 
hill  -  B^ers  Hill  -  in  front  of  and  quite  near  the  Gayle 
Rouse ,  in  which  at  the  time  were  the  hrmy  Headquarters  and 
both  Generals  Grant  and  lioade* 

As  a  Eiatter  of  fact,  the  hill  was  assaulted  and  first 
t^ken  by  the  volunteer  reglisents  that  were  attached  to  the 
Regular  Brigade,  nouiely  the  140th  and  146th  New  York,  and 
the  91st  and  155th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  commnd  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  S*  S,  Otis  of  the 
140th  New  York  -  now  Brigadier  General  Otis  U.  S.  A.  -  and 
was  by  then  after  its  captiire  turned  over  to  General  Upton's 
Brigade*  About  two  hours  3.ator  the  enemy  re -captured  the 
hill;  and  in  the  early  evening  General  Ayres,  our  Brigade 
coioEvmdcr,  directed  Colonel  Otis  to  take  the  Brigade  - 
this  time  as  a  whole  brigade  and  including  part  of  the  2nd, 
11th,  12tb,  14th  and  17th  regiments,  U.  S*  Infantry  -  and 
again  assault  and  if  possible  retake  the  hill.  It  was  re¬ 
captured  and  again  turned  over  to  a  brigade  of  the  6th 
Corps,  cocmandod  I  think  by  a  Colonel  Penrose. 

General  Upton  himself  in  his  report  of  the  doings  of 
his  brigade  dvxring  tlio  early  days  of  the  Cani^ign  of  '64» 
quoted  in  Volume  36,  of  the  Govermaent  Official  U'ar  Rec¬ 
ords,  F^rt  1  at  page  660,  saysJ 

'On  the  coming  of  the  14th  it'  (his  brigade) 

'was  ordered  to  cross  the  I^y  River  and  seize  Pyers 
Hill  to  the  left  and  front  of  the  5th  Corps.  Before 
reaching  the  position  it  had  been  carried  by  the 
Regulore  whom  we  relieved.* 

In  the  eanie  volume  of  Official  Records,  at  page  554> 

Is  quoted  an  'itinerary*  of  the  Campaign  kept  by  General 
Ayres,  commanding  the  Reguleo*  Brigade  -  1st  Brigade,  Ist 
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Division,  i>th  Corps,  in  uhich  is  Y?rittenj 

‘^!ay  34th,  arrived  near  Spottsylvania  Court  Housa 
at  day-broak;  a  portion  of  the  brigade  orderod  to  carry 
a  hill  in  front,  i?hich  was  handsosialy  done.  vSoon  after 
was  rolievcd  by  a  brigade  of  tli©  6th  Corps.  In  the  eve- 
ning  advanced  and  drove  the  brigade  of  the  6th  Corps  off 
This  brigade  was  again  ordered  to  carry  the  hill  which 
was  successfully  accomplished;  relieved  at  night  by  a 
portion  of  the  6th  Corps  and  returnee  to  first  position. 
Thus  this  troublesome  Kill  from  which  a  Rebel  Bat¬ 

tery  bad  the  headquarters  of  both  Grant  and  Ifeade ,  in  the 
Gayle  House  within  easy  and  accurate  range,  was  on  yay  34tb 
1864,  twice  captured  by  the  Regular  Brigade  of  the  5th  Corps, 
and  was  captured  that  day  by  no  other  Bnion  troops. 

The  accounts  of  General  Ayres  and  General  Upton  accord 
exactly  with  my  own  recollections.  I  remember  distinctly 
UyevQ  Hill  and  the  building  (Gayle  House)  in  which  were  the 
headquarters  of  Generals  Grant  and  Rcade  on  I'ay  14th;  and 
I  remember  too  the  first  indication  given  us  that  the  hill 
was  held  by  the  Rebels,  when  their  battery  opened  fire  upon 
our  lines;  and  shortly  after,  their  attenticn  apparently 
attracted  to  the  Gayle  House  by  the  many  general  officers 
going  to  end  from  it,  I  remember  their  directing  fire  upon 
the  house.  Vary  soon  after  this  Colonel  Otis  in  passirg  near 
me  said  he  was  ordered  to  take  the  Volunteer  Regiments  in  the 
brigade  and  capture  the  hill.  I  remember  his  return,  well 
pleased  with  their  success,  and  later  I  remember  the  recom¬ 
mencing  of  the  Rebel  fire,  and  the  order  for  our  brigade  to 
re-attack  end  retake  the  hill.  And  I  remember  well  the  climb 
up  the  steep  sides  of  the  troublesome  hill  »  the  rush  as  we 
neared  its  top,  the  charge,  the  moment  of  doubt  »  and  then 
the  quick  success  and  possession  of  the  hill.  I  remem¬ 
ber  too  our  being  relieved  by  a  brigade  -  or  two  brigades 
of  the  6th  Corps  and  our  return  to  our  lines,  and  feeling 
that  cur  brigade  could  but  have  credit  for  the  double  cap¬ 
ture  in  one  day  of  a  position  so  difficult  to  reach  as  Ijers 
Hill,  and  one  that  the  brigade  relieving  us  had  been  unable 
to  defend  or  bold. 

Unfortunately  there  is  in  7?sohington,  no  official  re¬ 
port  (but  only  a  brief  journal  that  is  little  more  than  an 
itinerary)  by  General  Tcorren,  corsiranding  the  5th  Corps  or 
by  General  Griffin,  or  by  General  Ayres,  of  the  early  days 
of  the  Campaign  of  ’64.  Such  reports  were  called  for,  and 
were  made,  while  the  Army  was  lying  in  front  of  Petersburg; 
and  their  absence  from  the  files  of  the  Adjutant  Generals 
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Sartell  Prentice. 

From  a  photograph  taken  in  the  suirjner 

of  1864. 
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office  in  Washington  is  a  T;rong  to  the  officers,  and  n»n,  of 
their  commands,  who  fought  and  smffored,  and  so  many  of  whom 
died,  during  those  fearful  early  days  of  the  Campaign  in  the 
Wilderness,  beyond  the  Wilderness  ana  about  Spottsylvania. 
The  student  of  history  has  no  material  which  enables  him  to 
do  them  ^iustice,  and  errors  like  that  which  I  seek  in  this 
ccminunication  to  correct,  have  been  and  will  bo  plentiful 
in  writings  that  become  historical  and  which  claim  to  de¬ 
scribe  the  war  days  of  IS64.” 

An  incident  of  this  charge  was  that  before  starting,  Father 
saw  a  sharpshooter  in  a  tree  where  he  would  be  able  "to  annoy  the 
men."  Father  thereupon  directed  a  sergeant  to  take  one  of  the 
men  and  look  out  for  the  fellow.  After  the  charge  had  been  made 
and  the  hill  taken,  Father  saw  the  sergeant  and  asked  abo\it  the 
sharpshooter,  whereupon  ihe  sergeant  dropped  a  Confederate  cart¬ 
ridge  box  and  belt  upon  the  ground  at  Father’s  feet,  but  said 
nothing, 

"New  York,  Fay  20  I864. 

Fy  dear  Sartell: 

Our  anxiety  on  your  behalf  last  week  was  relieved  by 
a  note  from  Mary  and  also  one  from  General  Patrick,  No  one 
felt  the  oppression  of  doubt  more  than  father  and  mother , 
who,  while  their  spirit  was  firm  as  that  of  every  true  Amer¬ 
ican,  seemed  to  sorrow  and  grieve  at  possibilities.  The 
tears  were  in  Mother’s  eyes  almost  constantly  and  Father’s 
prayers  on  your  account  must  have  done  good,  I  said  al¬ 
ways  that  no  news  was  good  news  and  so  it  proved. 

You  laust  thank  General  Patrick  and  keep  your  faith 
firm.  God,  Country  and  family  -  all  are  objects  of  a  sol¬ 
dier’s  faith. 

The  Country  rejoices  in  the  rebuke  the  disloyal  men 
have  just  had.  The  FcClellan  men  moan  and  lament,  but  we 
all  believe  in  Grant, 

All  send  love.  Your  affec.  bro, 

‘  .  TT.  P.  Prentice." 


'  '  ^  ,  "New  York  Fay  29th  I864 

Fy  dear  Bro: 

You  imy  be  sure  that  in  ell  the  branches  of  your  fam 
ily,  this  day  always  peculiarly  yours  comes  charged  this 
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year  with  \musu2I  thoughts  -  with  the  anxieties  which  every 
day's  report  now  brings  us,  but  not  without  a  feeling  of 
pride  that  ono  of  us  is  still  able  to  raise  his  ars  in  the 
front  against  the  enomios  of  the  country  -  sustairied  and 
constant  the  hope  is  that  the  chance  of  battles  will  be 
hind  to  you. 

Florence  sends  her  lo-vo  with  nine  and  keeps  the  day  with 
me.  We  are  alone  in  the  house  -  lirs.  Kelly  and  the  boys  be¬ 
ing  at  GrassKore. 

Your  note  of  the  20th  I  have  acknowledged  and  sent  to 
Albany.  Judge  lehaa  I  saw  on  Thursday  and  talked  it  over 
with  him.  Since  then,  your  Division  lias  been  'in’  once  or 
twice  and  we  are  getting  anxious  to  hear  from  you  again. 

Can  we  do  an^^hing  for  you  at  any  tiK-e  or  send  you  anything? 
Fowler  had  a  box  this  last  week  but  I  did  not  know  of  it 

until  late .  ,  .  >  a  v 

TTe  are  all  elated  by  the  Arey  news,  but  we  wish  to  know 

constantly  that  we  have  not  suffered. 

I  enciose  an  extra  sheet  of  paper. 

Yo*ars  truly, 

W.  P.  Prentice 

Ponday  A,  P.  The  news  this  A.  I!,  is  good  and  the  Herald 
I  have  looked  over  for  it  gives  lists  of  Kvartyrs  and  you  are 

all  right  we  third:  and  hope.  ^  _ 

I  have  a  note  froio  Father  saying  all  well  at  Fount  Hope . 

Tell  us  if  we  shall  send  you  a  box  or  anything  and  ho??  to 
send  it." 


"June  1st  1864 

V.y  dear  Bro. 

We  see  your  corps  has  been  in  again.  We 
other  letter  soon.  I  am  and  have  been  very  busy  with  1 
tie  matters  in  the  office.  All  send  love.  Call  upon  us 
for  anything  you  wish.  Keep  a  stout  heart.  Our  Country 

is  certainly  doing  well. 

Yours, 

W.  P.  Prentice." 


Fathsr's  accoxmt  of  the  opening  of  the  battle^  the 
1S8  v’hich  was  omitted  from  Its  chronological  position,  to  order 
)  avoid  breaking  the  sequence  of  correspondence,  cay  well 
iserted  at  this  place. 
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.  •  '  _  CHAPTER  VI. 

/  Tho  Opening  Hours  in  the  Tfildernoss  In  1864. 

/  By  Sartell  Prentice 
(read  before  the  Loyal  Legion  in  Chicago  January  10  1889) 

Tho  Eorning  of'l&y  5,  1264,  found  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
once  E-ore  across  the  P^pidan  River,  in  the  Rilderness,  and  headed 

southTfard.  ,  ,  «  , 

The  TV  inter  ho.d  been  exceptionally  healthful;  the  strength 

of  tho  army  bad  been  renewed  by  tho  return  of  thousands  of  those 
wounded  at  Chaneellorsvillo  and  Gettysburg,  and  by  the  addition 
of  Eiany  nev?  emits;  and  in  health,  in  spirit e,  and  in  disci¬ 
pline,  the  Army  of  tho  Potomac  had  boon  never  in  better  form  for 
strong  and  stubborn  Y?ork.  Inured  by  constant  service  through 
three  long  years’  campaipving,  -  in  battles  oft,  and  fightings 
many,  -  it  forr^d  a  body  of  trained  soldiery  whose  power  end 
readiness  to  do  wore  limited  only  by  the  measure  of  mortal  en¬ 
durance  end  the  ability  of  cominanders  to  direct.  Like  a  groat 
machine  of  tried  and  tempered,  well-ad  .justed  parts,  it  was  ready 
to  bo  moved  as  one  man  willed,  with  tho  certainty  of  clock-worh 
and  the  steadiiioss  and  force  of  veteran  discipline. 

Y/ell  for  it,  and  well  for  us,  was  it  that  its 
truly  tempered  and  so  well  adjusted;  for  ere 

Pay  should  close,  would  be  begun  a  battle,  to  like  of  which  has 
no  place  in  history,  and  to  record  of  which  can  be 
a  battle  in  a  jungle,  where  trees  and  vines,  hollcv^s  » 

ere  so  thickly  placed  that  passage  through  is  almost  barred,  end 
power  of  vision  rostricted  to  a  company’s  front. 
gonoralflhip,  no  supporting  of  columns,  no  touching  o  n  , 
each  battalion  must  depend  upon  and  care  for  itself . 

In  «Tho  Wilderness,”  from  to  very  characteristics ol  tne 
ground,  rattle  must  b^  what  the  battle  of  Shiloh  by  c We  was, 

a  auceesslon  of  soporato  and  undlrocted,  ^^.Stlplied 

of  regiment  uith  regiEontj  a  battle  ^  T,hioh  Nature 

the  atength  of  defence,  and  Bade  vantage 

And  ehat  uaa  this  '^ildemeas,"  nnoae  phyoical  ^ 

tics  played  eo  lEportant  a  part  in  tho  Virginia  campal^  of  1864? 

"The  Rildemosa,"  once  a  gardon-apot  ^ , 
one  of  ita  roost  fortilo,  productive,  and  choice 
tivated  and  valued  sections,  as  land  was  cultivated  and  valued 
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ojKSO^o^  Bd^lio  \jsxk  frf^  b/iijol  i^kdSX  •dT 

bobsad  bita  ,8safnabXt‘»  add  iii  oAttqmfi  miS  Ba<noa  a-KHi  aoao 

^  »  •  b**IB1fXfdtf 0« 

ad^  ;XuliiiXAart  tXXfaoX^qaaxa  naacf  bisd  latalw  adT 
aaoki  lo  abaaaimrtt  to  /rtudarr  arid  xd  bawertaT  «aad  bad  X"»^  •dt  lo 
flolilbha  'kdf  xd  baa  alLtTaaoXXaafiadO^  ia  babnxroWw 

-Xoalb  td  has  ftilT^qa  aX  ^^i&lMf>d  tii  baa  waa  ^tum  lo 

•xol  «td1' *xatdad  at  Tavaa  aaad  bad  oAaoio^  adt  ad^  ^aolXq 

d^i/ovit  BoJtYiaa  iaa^enaa  x^  banral  .diow  atodrfa^a  boa  sa<rrta 
BSal^djll  baa  ,ilo  aali^facf  oi  -  ,^rttfqJtaqsiaa  ’ataax  8«>X  aaiiii 
baa  laiaxi  aaodv  x^aibXoa  baala'tt  lo  xb^^a  bacrxol  il  •  fXoaa 
•aa  XaHoa  lo  on/aaait  adt  xd  xXoo  haftatl  aitaw  ob  of  e8»»'xibaax’ 
iaen  a  adtl  .^oatlb  rtabaaflwoo  lo  xflXXda  ad#  baa  aonatab 
Xbaai  taw  #1  ^ai^aaq  batt(/tba-XXa»  ,ba*raq!Ba#  baa  twl't#  la  aaldoad 
i^ow-’rfooXa  lo  xfalsfT^o  adt  ri#l*  (boXXlv  naa  ono  aa  btvoa  ad  of 
.aaitXqlaalb  aaTadaw  lo  aoTol  baa^aaortXbaaji  odf  baa 
01  ataw  atiaq  aft  fjulf  ft  taw  ,aa  tol  XXawrbna  ftl  Tol  XXaW 
■lo  lif^  fatif  fax  aaa  lol  |ba#iurtba  IXaw  oa  bna  baiaqa^^xXoif^ 
aad  ridXfiw  lo  adlX  adt  ,aX##ad  a  run^ad  ad  bltrow  *aaoXD  bXtfSla  x*** 
;fa£o#  Taraa  ad  «ao  doldw  lo  bioo^  ad#  boa  ,xao#ild  oi  aoaXq  oa 
aiooXXJtd  boa  ivoXXod  ^aaohr  baa  laaT#  aiadw  ^aXgwt  ^  “X  alidad  a 
baa  ,baTiad  iaoaXa  ai  d^^xrord#  ajiaataq  #ad#  baoi^q  xXdoXd#  oa  e-ia 
oa  ad  nao  arteH  *#t»al  t^xoaqivoo  *  a#  batolTtiaai  ooXahr  lo  tawoq 
fad  ,aaalX  lo  i^dot/o#  ^oa  ,afnx/Ioo  lo  sfili^toqqwa  on  ^qldaXa'ienaS 
‘*lXaa#l  lol  arao  baa  ooqa  baaqab  iaxaa  aoXXatiad  doaa 
add  loaoldal*te#aa*tada  x^ar  add  mo*#!  •^aaaa^abXlW  adT**  '1 

ttaw  aortado  xd  doXldS  lo  alddad  add  dadw  ad  fesm  aXddad  a  ibrtuoTS 
adaadaoo  ^otdtoqqaaita  «bad9a*t#bair  baa  adaiaqaa  lo  noleaaooaa  a 
balXqldXxn  Btafaiq  liotdw  at  alidad  a  {doaoisai  ddtv  dnaol^ix  lo 
•Utawa  oa  lo  nadnin  lo  a^adaaw  abtar  boa  ^aaflalab  lo  dd^aaada  add 
«atiadoBTada  XaoXixiil  aaodw  "^eaaaaablXI*  aidd  aaw  fad'm  bak 
f^X'^lo  rr^i/yqptao  aio^tlT  add  oi  'drcaq  a  dnai^xoiii  oa^  bexaXq  adid 
•  AlnlgilV  baiowal  al  doqa~n«bT8^  a  aooo  •^aaafftabXlW-adT*  ^ 

»(ao  xXd^iiC  lo  toloda  baa  |aTldqu/bo*sq  ^aXldtal  daon  add  lo'ano 
hmsim  baa  badawXdli/o  aaw  boaX  aa  .aaoddoaa  baaXaw  boa  bad  avid 


a  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  and  later  mined  and  worked  for  gold 
and  silver,  -  had  been  in  process  of  tims  exhausted,  both  as  to 

soil  and  mines,  and  finally  abandoned.  :  ’ 

In  natural  course,  Nature  had  picked  up  this  exhausted  an^ 

abandoned  land,  and  planted  it  with  lavish  hand  to  ^  ^ow^*,  t^t 
in  time  became  imensa,  of  tree  and  vine.  And  at  this  time,  in 
1664,  when  tmri  again  wished  to  occupy,  and  temporarily  to  possess, 
the  land  which  a  hundred  years  ago  man  had  used  and  thrown  away. 
Nature’s  obstacles  hindered  and  hurt  the  invading  thousands  in 
such  way  as  history . tolls  no  like  of  iJi  all  its  hundreds  of  years 

of  Rapidan  and  Rappahannock 

rivers,  and  reaching  south  almost  to  Spottsylvania ,  and  west  to 
Mine  Run,  it  covered  a  tract  about  twenty  miles  by  twelve;  but  .  ^ 
its  densest  part,  its  heart  of  hearts,  was  about  eight  by  six 
miles,  with  the  Tfilderness  Tavern  for  its  center. 

The  early  morning  of  Thursday,  May  5,  lSo4,  found  the 
of  the  Potomac,  one  hundred  and  one  thousand  strong,  in  n  . 
demess  and  under  marching  orders.  The  cavalry  ^der  Sherman 
had  already,  in  the  early  night,  moved  with  two  divisions  som 
fifteen  miles  to  the  southeast,  to  Kamiltcn’s  Crossing,  sou 
TrederlckEburg,  on  a  ssarch  for  Stuart  his  f  ^ 

remaining  ona  division  about  tko  same  distance  to  the 
to  and  biyond  Shady  Grove  Church.  The  Fifth  Corps,  under  Warren, 

iras  under  orders  to  move  from  Old  WUdemess  ,  g 

Orange  Court-House  Turnpike ,  by  a  wood-road  acro..s  to  Parker  3 
Store  on  the  Orange  Court-House  Plank  Road,  and  thence  to  ex 
tlnrits  right  toird  the  Sixth  Corps  at  Cld  Wilderness  Tave^; 
the  Sixth  Corps,  under  Sedgwick,  to  move  from  ^°^g 

to  Old  Wilderness  Tavern,  and  thence  connect  with  t 
on  its  left;  and  the  Second  Corps,  undy 

lorsvUle  (a  name,  by  the  way,  notable  for  the  tattle  of  Ch^cel 

lorsvllla  there  fought  under  General  Hooker  ^  entangle- 

which  was  lost  because  of  its  near  vic^age  to, 
ments  of,  the  Wilderness),  about  six  miles  ortend 

Tavern,  ^as  to  move  to  Shady  Grove  Ch^ch 

its  right  towards  the  Fifth  Corps  at  Parker  s  *v,„»nv«r  that 

lie-s  whereabouts  were  unknown.  It  was  >“0^.  how^r  that 
at  noon  of  the  day  before,  Fay  4tb,  he  tad  been  still  in  h^wln 
ter  intrenchments  on  the  Rapidan,  near  Mine  Rm,  ^ 

between  sixty  thousand  and 

still  facing  the  oncamprants  we  had  so  ‘  consld-^ 

posed  to  be  now  either  advancing  to  meet  us 

ered  not  probable),  or  ho  was  ^“t'rylng  j^ar  c 

place  himself  between  our  advance  and  the  Conned  P 
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6I03  Toll  bestow  brtj  bftnJt*  •wiaX  b:t4  ,03*.  8TA®t  be'ibftufl  m 

,  at  t«  dtod  , bat Bi/Arix#  e«it  lo  98®oo*ii  at  tn»d  bsd  •  t^xavll*  bas 
*  i  *  *  ^bwbasdi  bnji  Xloa 

bnj  b0S»t/Mdx0  Bids  qtf  badoJtcf  bad  eti/^AK  ^BByioB  Uttttflfl  nl 
^jult  ,ittiroT|  B  of  bcwd  debroX  dtlw  botnaXq  bfw  ^boaX  b»nobfT*d» 
ai  ^omlf  sidt  tB.fanA  .enJtv  bfi»  edtt  lo  ,8#ctfBaRX  Wtt  ni ' 

,Ba«B6oq  Qf  x^XTSidqara^  bn*  befteiw  lUtfSB  am  aadw  ,^d6X 

rrwrrft  bfUB  bewf  bad  am  o^a  ataatlbrtbnwd  a  daldw  bxtaX  ad-t 
nX  BbaBHi/oflt  yrtbavot  odf  f^d  baa  baiaboXd  laXoaXado  a»amtaH 
BZMox  lo  abaibmrd  ail  XIa  al  .,1o.  adlX  on  aIXat  .r«>^«Jtd  aa  x*»  douB 
/'*  ^  i  ,x^oeaem  lo 

"  iaonnadBqaaH  boa  aablqaH  adi  xd  i«i»®  boa  dfioa  ail  no  bed-iall  . 
oi  iaaw  fana  , alaarlxaiioqE  oi  ieoaXa  ditfoa  saldaaai  bna  tBiavia 
\  ftaS  ;avXawt  xd  Balia  xloomf  ivoda  ioa-it  a  brxavaa  il  tOi/H  anlU 

xla  idgl®  ii^oda  eav  ^eitaail  lo  iiaad  ail  ,i*xaq  iaaonab  ail  '1 
•  lainao  ail  toI  enavaT  BaacriabXiir  adt  dilw 
xa*zA  edi  brurol  (jidbX  XB^  ^XBba'V/dT  lo  ^nlinos  x^*^® 

•XI W  odi  fil  (^aoTia  boBBt/odt  ano,  bna  baibinnl  ana  ^  oaaoio^  adi  lo  1 
r  aJtbt^»dZ  'laboi;  x^tXavao  edT,  •OTabrto  ^nldoTan  labxitf  bfijT  ^sannab 
moa  enolalTlb  oat  dilw  baroa  ^id^ln  ^  ^X^bbt^  bad^* 

lo  diooe^,,:ialaeo*iO  a'aoiXlaat  oi  <iaaadix«t  adi  ai  aaXla  neatlllr' 
adi  bna  '  v’^Bwao  aid  bna  iianiS  tpl  doiaaa  a  no  ,3xwdaiolta6a'tt , 
^iBawdii/OB  a^  ^  asaaialb,,  acsaa  adi^ic/oda  nolelwlb  ano  snlalaaat  , 
,rra‘ttaW  nabm/  ^aqxoO  dillX  adT  .xteiinlO  avoiO  xbad8  bnoxad  boa  oi 
adi  no  ^onovat  BaarrxabXlW  bXO  flB>il>avoc  oi  tiabio  labou  saw 
a'icadnaX  oi  acoioa  bjM*x-boo«  a  x^ adlqxrniT  maodrf’OjqO  a^oaiO 
•xa  oi  eonadi  bna  ,baoH  3(naX^  aaxroK-i's/oO  a^nanO  adi  no  (OioiS 
;  onar aT  BeonxabXlW  bXO  ia  aqiooO  dixlS  adi  b'uarof^Jd^lt  ail  bnai ; 
bnoX  a'tnaaiaO  laan  soil  avoa  oi  ^iolw^b^  oabno  [iqioO  dixlS  adi 
aqpicoO  diliX  adi  dtlw  ioannoa  aana^  bna  ,maTaT  aaaniabXlIV  bXO^i 
•XoDoadO  monl  oabcu;  ^agToO  bnooa2  adi  boa  ;ilaX  ail  ^no  : 

-XaaaadO  lo  aXii ad  adi  *xol  aXdaioa.tXBw  adi'xd^t®®*^  •)  aXXlwoXr 
toiolad  naax  ano  iaot  ^aiooH  XaianaO  isbat  id^srol  aiatii  aXXlwaiaX  ^ 
-aX^aaina  adi  bna  ^oi  asaoloJ^  Taao  ail  lo  aaijaoad  itoX  aaw  doldw 
asanrobXlW  bXO  Jlo  taaa  aaXla  xlt  iijoda  « (aaaniabXlW  adi  «lo  aiaaa^< 
baaixa  oi  aonadi  6na  ,doTadO  aronO  x^odS  ot  avoa  oi  aaw  ^tnavat 
•  aioig.  e^iB^iTaX  ia  aqToO  dillX  adi  abiawoi  id^lx  ail 
iadi  «nava«Dd  y/Twof^  aaw^il  .nwond/ur  a*iaw  aix/qdaaiadw  a'aaJ  .*  ^ 
•nlw  aid  nl  XXlia,  naad  bad  ad  ,di^  x**'!  ‘«anolad  x^b  adi  lo  nopa  ia  »’ 
lo  x°na  na  dtlw  ,(wA  anlM  laani^tOablqaH  adi^no  ainaaidoatnial  lai 
oadi  aaw  boa  ,aaa^bnaax/odi  bndai/odi^Xi^a  (Uawtad 

^•qui  aaw  aH  .ilaX  xXaiaX  oa  bad  ow  ataaaqsaaaa  adt  ^nloal  XXlis 
-blenoo  eaw^doldw)  to  toon  oi  snlonawba  ‘xadiit  won  ad  oi  baeoq 
oi  aa  oe  ^bnoodolH  biawoi  Jinhcnod  9aw%d  io^«{aXdado*sq  ion  bait 
•  Xailqao^aiaiabalnpO  adi  bna  asnivba  n/o  a^wtad  IXaaold^aoalq 
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That  Grant  and  Ifeade  expected  Lee,  finding  his  flank  turned 
and  our  arrcy  getting  in  bettseen  hia  and  his  Capital,  would  adopt 
this  latter  coures,  and  supposed  hlra  noff  to  be  pushing  past  our 
front  and  toward  Richmond,  I  think  is  clearly  Indicated  by  tho  oar* 
ly  bivouacking  of  tho  ansy  in  the  very  heart  of  tho  Wilderness,  and 
by  its  quiet  resting  from  ear3.y  noon  of  Wednesday,  t^y  4,  when  a 
three  hours’  further  march  by  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  a  five  hours’ 
'further  mrch  by  tho  Second  end  Sixth  Corps,  would  have  easily 
^placed  the  army  almost  beyond  the  Wildoi-ness,  and  on  ground  that 
was  comparatively  open,  «  on  ground  where  a  battle  might  have  been 
begun  that  would  not  have  boon  an  accident,  and  where  preponderance 
in  numbers  and  in  weight  of  artillery  could  have  been  utilized,  end 
where  such  preponderance  would  have  counterbalanced  Lee’s  defensive 


advantages  of  position*  '  • 

Again,  the  ’’Orders  of  rarch”  for  Thursday,  ^/ay  5,  indicate  the 
samo  diebelief  in  Lee’s  hastening  to  meet  us  in  the  Wilderness. 

The  sending  of  tho  cavalry  away  from  our  front  and  iiniaGdiate  flank, 
and  off  some  fifteen  miles  to  the  southeast  and  southwest;  the 
moving  of  the  Second  Corps  upon  a  route  every  step  of  which  led 
further  away  from  supporting  distance;  and,  finally,  the  actual 
Bovoments  on  Thursday,  V&y  5,  after  the  presence  of  a  Rebel  force 
in  front  of  the  Fifth  Corps  was  known,  coupled  with  these  prior  in¬ 
dications,  -  make  conclusive,  I  think,  the  evidence  that  a  battle 
in  the  Wilderness  was  not  expected  and  not  prepared  for  (Badeau  to 
:tho  contrary,  notwithstanding);  that  when  the  ^Battle  of  the  Wil¬ 
derness;’^  was , forced  on  us,  on  tho  afternoon  of  kay  5,  it  was  a 

•  surprise,  and 'one  which  the  gallantry  of  our  troops  alone  prevent¬ 
ed  from  being  a  ruinous  surprise. 

It  had  been  doubtless  expected  that  the  ’’Orders  of  V&rch  for 

Thursday,  iiay  5,  would  carry  the  army  beyond  the  dense 

before  Loe  (who  in  tho  preceding  Novenbsr,  in  the  so-called  Mine 

Run  Campaign”  had  moved  with  exceeding  deliberation  and  caution, 

and  had  taken  twenty-four  and  thirty  hours  to  reach  points  on 

Orange  Court-House  and  Plank  Roads  which  now  his  advance  reached 

in  less  than  twelve  hours) ,  if  he  was  actually  advancing  to 

us  in  tho  Wilderness,  could  approach  our  front;  and  on  othe 

hand,  if  Loe  were  heading  toward  Richmond,  as  was 

more  probable,  it  would  enable  us  to  Intercept  him,  and 

him  tTan  early  battle,  in  which  our  vantage  of  n^ibers 

-riority  in  artillery  and  cavalry  would  enable  us  to  o^^h  o  • 

As  a  matter  of  fact.  Loo  was  near  at  hand*  Ho  had  followed 
"the  rule  of  doing  that  which  his  adversary  did  not  expect  or  wish, 

;  and  with  a  boldness,  a  wisdom,  and  skill  notably  h  ®  ®  ®  * 

•  between  noon  and  night  of  T7ednesday,  May  4,  ^hed  his  adw:ce 

'  toward  us  -  on  the  Orange  Court-House  Turnpike  under  ^ 

■the  Orange  Ooui't-House  Plank  Road , under  Hill  -  with  such  energy 
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*qob»  bXuow  ,I»iiq»3  •»««  6n*  ■ii«  ^ 

TOO  tt»t  s<tli««»l  •<J  o*  "on  «W  bssoqqw*  bfl«  >t<tf 

-t**  oJlt  Tct  b*#«ol6at  x^taaLo  '•!  ioldf  I  ,6n<aifottr  bT«»^  bito^iW'l^ 

boo  ,«B0irt»6U«  aM  to  inaad  x^ar  edi  ai 

VIIBSO  B»srf  billow  ,eq*»0  tltxtt  ba»  bnoot#  adt  x<t  : 

♦BriTboiroTS  «>  *>“»  .BBBrtiBbXIir  adf  bno^ad  -  J' 

aaad  aaari  tdgtaiaUtBd  a  rtod*  bittfois  <»  -  ''ir*!  . 

oonBiBbnoqoTil  oiBrfw  bflB  .^asblooB  M  Oaad  wed  Soa  ^w  ^ 

ba*  .bs^ltw  naed  aaad  blobs  ^  *djlew  ni  bos  atadaaaal  j 

BYlBOBlBb  b'bbJ  booMladaotcBios  tvBii  bioow  oMBaBbooqo^  ' 

.  offoltlecq  lo  , 

B<u  BjBOtbfll  %?  tiBa  ,it*bBim!T  <wt  •dstirf  to  'r-f  aaaa  ■ 

.BBBinoblJtW  ad*  nl  bo  ^obb  o#  %al!s^aad'-a^aal  ^  loitobolb,  , 

,insVi  eiBlbacMl  bai  facrtt  ttso  «wtl  w  lo  ^alba^  bot 

9dS  ^iBewrttiiroB  bnB  SBMBdfuoB  edi  o^f  ««£!«  * 

b»I  dalrfw  lo  qe^i  T*^®  BSsitn  B*ctoq»  tqioO  9df  1« 

UnSoB  BriS  .rXIaoil  .bra  {•aa«t»Jtb 
eoTot  XedaH  A  lo^^BOfiAerRi  »dt  t^tA  < ?AbBTOT  no^ a J^gewoa. .. 

•rtJt  foi*#!  Bft9dS  dtiw  bolqtfoo  ^rtwoivi  saw  *q^o0  lo  Sckj^  ft  ^ 

A  fBdf  BonehtvB  tdf  ^  4*7l«trXdabo  edam  * 

6d  tfM6Aa)j’xol  bavKiBiq  Son  boa  badoAqxe  ^  aaw  •SAirtAblXW  ^  - 

-IXW  add  alftaS^  wU-  nwtw  tadt  ^  (^edbrtAtAiltlwdort 

a  taw’^*!  ti  x«S  lo  aoofns^a  adt  «o  ‘[bq  ao  bay»l.  aav*f  iAAiitnw ’  J 
booIm  Aqooi^  tiao  lo  ^ft^naCla^  add  iloidw  ^afio  boa  ,aal^pw  _ 

»aaltq*ujt  tcioiilirT  a  ffllad  twin  bt 

*  lol  lo  iiabTO*  arft  iad^  badaaqxa  esal^irob  ftaad  bad  * 

qaeofrrabXlW  a»/fab  wti  brioic®*^  add  ,r”«  X^\XAbaT^.^ 

aolM"  bsIXsa-aa  add  ni  ,iarf3|aTo!f  soibaDAiq  add  ttl  odw)  aaJ  atolaa 
,aoXdifao  baa  'aoXda^adiXab  sitXbaaMca  ddlir  baroa  bad  ,»rT3iaqfliaO  m/H  ; 
add  £60  adoXoq^doaax  ad  attfod  tjr^foXdd  boa  wol-qdaaad  naatad  bad  biia 
badoarx  aorrarba  add  wotr  doldw  abaoS  dnaW  baa  aei/oH-diaoD  a^oatO  ^ 
doaa  od  sntaoavba  x^-taadoa'^  aaw  ad  11  ,(a'nio^wrXawd  nadd  aaaX  ol  - 
laddo  add  aa  beta  jdfioitl  •xuo  doaoityia  bXma  ,aaairtabIlW  add-  at  an 
td  od  dd^cfodd  aair  ea  qbtxoflidalH  biaaod  yilbaad^  naw  taJ  It  ^bftad 
aotol  od  boa  ^mld  dqaonadnt  od  atr  Bldium  bLuow  dt t  aldadoiq  aioa 
boa  BiadMB  lo  bt^omb  too  dolttw  at  ^aXddad  \1imb  aa  od  «td 
•  -  "  .old  dairxa  od  vt  aXdaaa  bXpow  x^a^ao  boa  xTt®X^dxa  at  xdtwtT 

baaoXXol  bad^aH  *baad  da  la'aa  aaw  aaJ  tdoal  lOiiaddaa  a  al  .  .;A.' 
{d«lw  ‘to-dooqxa  doa  btb  x'xaa^anrba  aid  dotdir  dadd  aatob  lo.’aXirt  add/  ^ 
0  ,bad  ad  qowo  aid  xWadon  XXtda  boa  -,aobatw  a  ^aaaabXod  a  ddta^  baa 

aoaarba  aid  badauq  x®**  ,if*baa«AaW  lo  dd^la  boa  aooa  naawlad  : 
oo  baa  « XXovS  tabm;  aitq/roiT  to£foH-d*iiioO  asnaiO  add  no  •  ttr  b'taaod^ 
X3*zoaa  doira  ddtir  -,XX1K  labcar  bao8  doaX^  aaaoH-diwoO  ai^aatO  add;^.,!, 

•.**.  .  *•  '  ‘  iftfC&ILtfT  ;  *  . 
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that  Ewell's  advance  halted  for  the  night  at  Locust  Grove  (Robert¬ 
son's  Tavern),  only  five  miles  west  of  Old  T?ilderness  Tavem; 
while  Hill's  advance  rested  at  Verdiorville ,  seven  miles  from 

Farkor’s  Store.  ;  , 

Cn  Thxirsday  morning,  1‘ay  5,  Ewell  made  on  early  start;  and'  '/■  ' 
about  six  o'clock  his  advance  (Johnson’s  division,  less  one  bri-  . 
gade  sent  off  to  Spottswood  on  the  Germanna  Road) ,  went  into  the 
woods  on  the  north  of  the  Turnpike  Road,  about  two  miles  from  the 
"Old  Wilderness  Ta\'^rn.*’  His  orders  being  to  await  Hill's  coming 
up  on  the  Plank  Road  (and  to  avoid,  if  possible,  any  general  en¬ 
gagement  until  Longstreet,  with  the  remaJjnder  of  Lee's  army,  could 
■be  in  support),  Ewell  simply  rested  in  the  woods  upon  the  aide  of 
theroad.  About  two  hours  later  (eight  o'clock).  Hill's  advance 
appeared  at  Parker's  Store;  and  by  ten  o'clock  ho  had  one  division 
In  position  across  the  Plank  Road  near  Parker's  Store. 

Ewell's  Second  Division  joined  him  about  eleven  o'clock,  -  as 
did  also  the  brigade  that  had  been  sent  toward  Spottswood  on  the 
Germanna  Road,  -  and  took  position  behind  his  first;  and  his 
Third  Division  came  up  about  two  o’clock,  during  the  lull  that  fol¬ 
lowed  our  first  attack.  Kill’s  Second  Division  joijied  him  on  the 

Plank  Road  also  about  two  o'clock. 

The  position  of  the  enemy,  then,  on  Tbnrsday,  5,  was  as 
follows:  At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  there  was  one  division  in 
front  of  IPiarren  on  the  Orange  Court-House  Turnpike  Road;  at  nine 
o'clock  there  was  also  one  division  on  the  Plank  Road,  near  Par- 
ker's  Store;  at  about  eleven  o’clock  a  second  division,  and  a^ut 
two  o'clock,  a  third  division  joined  Ewell  on  the  Turnpike  Read; 
and  about  the  same  hour  (two  o’clock),  a  second  division  joined 
the  one  previously  in  position  on  the  Plank  Road  under  hm,  -  i 
placing,  at  two  o'clock,  all  of  Ewell's  corps  and  most  of  Hill  s 
corps  inl^arren’s  front.  More  than  two-thirds  of  Lee  s  entire  force 
had  assembled  in  our  front  and  without  our  knowledge. 

And  now,  as  regards  the  movements  of  our  troops  preced^g  and 
at  the  opening  of  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  I  must  admit 
to  be  emSrraLed  by  a  varied  vrealth  of  description,  no  one 
tallies  with,  or  has  helped  to  refresh,  my  recollections  of  I'-ay  5, 
1864.  So  far  as  I  can  unravel  a  tangled  skein,  they  combine  a^ 
describe  as  parts  of  a  united  and  well-planned  whole, 
that  were  separated  from  each  other  by  hours  of  time,  and  had  no 

connection  in  plan  or  in  execution. 

There  is  In  Kashlngton  no  Official  Report  (but  0"^^  ®  ' 

"Journal,"  that  is  little  more  than  an 
Sarren,  commanding  the  Fifth  Corps,  or  ^  ^^her 
or  General  Ayres,  of  the  Battle  of  the  Mlderness,  ^d 
brigade  of  Griffin's  division  of  barren's  corps,  it  was,  as  my 
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.Ji»doa)  evo-tO  deuaoJ  ta  Msto  adf  tol  b*H*d  •9n«»b»  ••IX«»a 

ttn*T«T  aeairirtnir  610  lo  iewr  »et!«  aril  X-“o  a'no#'^- 

fflo'rt  aaXlS'flavaa  **XXXvToXb^aV  ta  bazaar  aoffaaba  aiXXXB  aXldv 

.atoiZ 


ft»  b6«i  IlBwt  ^^nlrnom  xB^atwrfT  rO 

arrOgBser  ^nolstvlb  iJ^noandoXr),  oofiBrba,  ftid  3tooXo*o  xl«  Suodm 


oSni  Sn9w  ((baoH  no  booini»t^o(j8  Ho  i^n®o 

,V  arU  BO-rt  iBri*  oi:t  ^tfod*  ,bBoH  djfiqrrwT  edf  \q  ri^Ton  •cid  no  tbdowri^ 
aafiioo  b»IX1H  ilAira  o^  grtiod  «i®b-ro  bIH  ■,flrt*vBT  ae»<n®bXlf  blO" 

-n®  XBT©n®3  ^fiB  ,eXtfl8«oq  H  ,Wovb  brui)  bBoH  JlnaX^I  oAi  no  qa  :•. 
^bXi/ob  tebriliBB'T  Bdt  d^lw  ^ieoxtB^rtoJ  mrnr 

®bl«  9df  aoqa  oboow  ®ilt  lit  b®t80^  llowS  ,  {t'rociqJrti*'ai  ^ 

I  •onflvbB  a*rXiH  JjtooXo'o  drfit®)  *je^«C  cTOfoil  ow&^:tifodA  .baoi 
nolat-rtb  eno  bad  ori  3CooXo»o  cad  ^d  bfui  ;&fota  iB  boxBBqqB 

i;.  .  c a  Biots  b'IBIItB^  iBBn  bsoH  iCbbX^  Bdt  8B010B  "bot^XBOq  at  ,,: 

as  -  <:(ooXo*o  nevoX®  ii/oda  arid  bonto^  nolBlTXd  bnoooS  «’XXbw3  .*: 
Blit  no  boowBtloqS  farcBBoi  Smb  fXBBd  bMd  isrf^  Bba3tid  «it^  obXb  bXbj' 

Bill  bna  j^Bill  Bid  bnXd»d  mXdleoq  iooS  bnM  -  BruiBatBO 

-Xol \tBrii  XXuX  Blit  sni-Ofb  ,3(ooXo*o  owt  ^oods  qif  aUBO  oolBXvtCI  biidT 
adt  ao  mlA  bBfilot  nolBlria  bnoonS  B*tXlH  .AomSSb  ^BxtJ.nJO  bowol 

•dooXo^o  owS  ^LTodB  obXb  bBofl  ifiaX^  ^ 
BB  BBw  ^^-tJsM  ,'^bBimfr  no  fifBi0  <wit  to  rsoX^ltoq  sdT  ^ 

111  Roletvlb  B30^B/iw  BiBdi  gnlinoB  Bfit  lit  3(ooXdj^o  ilB^^A  2  sftwoIXol  - 
tnln  Am  (baoH  wQq.TTx/T  eai/oH-^iwop  agrunO  ad^  no  aaTtat  lo^inoH  ^ 
'  -  -.TLaq  TBan  ,f>BoH  stnnrt  bHA  no  nolBlvlb  ano  obXb  #b»  aiadt  dooXo*©.’!- 
AuodB  bam  /nolslrlb  bnooaB  b  daoXo’o  rtavaXe  Atsodm  fm  jaT^fS  t*'tail 
5b©H  ajttqau/T  ad#  no  fXawS  banlot  noltlrlb  b'tiAA  B.^dooXo^o  ow# 
banlot  nalBlYlb  bnooaa  a  ,(3ioaX9*o  ow#)  wod  ^bb  ad#  #iJodB  bits 
Binit  •  «XX1H  iBbmj  baoH  inaXi  ad#  no  noltlaoq  nlaX^ai/olvaTBq  ano  ad# 
8*IX1H  to  #BOB  boa  Bqnoo  8*IXairS  lo  XXb  ,dooX3*o^ow#  Am  «3iiloBXq 
aoiot  BTttrta'^B^aaJ  to  Bbild#*oB#*‘iiBd#  aioM  .#no*il  a^nOTialf  nl  8q*roo 

*a3beX«ond  tuo  AirotiAlm-^bna  #aoH  ina  at  baldnaesB  bad 
boa  gntbaoa’Bi  aqoo*!#  ixio  iLo^nAtiBrnB^om  ad#*  sbiagar  aa  ,«oajbitA  r*' 
IXaexsi  #tifba  #aMi  I  ,eee(nabItW  ad#  lo  aX##a8  ad#'’ lo  gnloaqo  ad#’#a 
dotdv  lo  ano  on  ,nol#qlt9Bab  lo  diXaav  baliav  a  xd  baaBai'tBdaa  ad  o#  ^ 
X^  lo  8nol#9aXXooaT  xv  tdBarlai  o#  baqXed  aad  io  ,d#lw^8alXla# 
bna  anldflioo'  x^d#  ,rtiad8' baXgna#'' a  latartsoj  amit  1  ea  tbI  ot  .^dBX 
aaonaiii/doo  (tlodw  banaaXq*XXav  bna  ba#lat/  a*lo  BtTaq  aa  edlioaab 
on  bad  bna  ^a«I#  lo  aisiod  xd  *xad#o  doaa  coil  ba#siaqaB' aiaw  #ad#^ 

/  "  •nol#usaxa  nl  io  naXq  itl  ooi#oannooj* 

,  latid  a  x^ao  #t^d):  #ioqaH  XalotllO  on  notglitilaaTf  nl  el  aiadT  jf* 
XaianaO  xd  ,  ("x'laiaiiltl*  na  amdA  aio^r  aX##lX  •!  AadA  %XaimoTr"  . 
nlllliO  Xai4CiB0  ied#la  xd  io  ,iqioO  rt#l  11  “^ad#  gnlfanafasoo 
^*bbt(A  xd  bna  ^  ;aeairrebXlW  ad#  lo  aX##a8  adlilo  ’,eaixA  XaianaO  w 


••oai  xa  8B  «*aY  #X  <8qioo  a’naiiaWTlo  nolahrlb  8*nillli0  lo  abaitid 

i#i*r  ^  e-v^ip' tir#-  N' ,  * 
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ollection  tolls  ms,  that  the  Battlo  of  the  Wilderness  nas  opened; 
and  by  those  officers  the  full  facts  were  known,  and  by  them 
should  be  of  record. 

It  is  a  startling  commentary  upon  the  meaning  and  trutnlui- 
of  h^f^^r^r^r  that  a  bettle  involving  one  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  fighting  men,  continuing  (under  several  names,  but  all 
located  in  the  Wilderness),  with  scarcely  lapse  or  rest  for  eight 
ouccesaive  battling  days,  and  involving  aggregate  losses  of  oyer 
fifty  thousand  men,  should  have  no  official,  full,  and  authentic 

To  the  officers  end  man  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
of  whose  part  in  the  Wilderness  Campaign  no  official  report  is 
of  record  in  Washington,  -  who  bore  their  part  pllantly  and  well 
through  a  succession  of  daily  battllngs,  from  the  Wilderness  to 
Cold  Harbor,  from  toy  5  to  June  3,  through  difficulties  and  labors 
and  losses  such  as  no  advancing  army  was  ever  before  called  upon 
to  meet  and  suffer,  and  through  it  all  kept  soldierly  hewt  m 
ready  courage,  -  to  those  officers  and  men  a  wrong  has  been  done 
tha/cannot\e  expressed.  For  them,  in  coming  years,  no  descend¬ 
ants  can  point  to  a  page  in  history  telling  of  ttot  ^ 

that  does  them  justice,  and  is  their  due,  for  the 
tory"  that  has  been  written,  of  the  battles  in  the  Wilderness, 
is  fanciful,  -  is  written  with  an  after-thought,  and  credits 
those  commanding  at  the  cost  of  those  commanded. 

A  cerUin  measure  of  excuse  exists  for  the  full 

and  accurate  reports  of  tlie  battles  in  the  ^^rst'davs  and 
those  immediately  following,  in  ttot  during 

weeks  of  the  campaign,  and.  indeed  until  two  months  ^wed 

and  the  army  had  settled  in  front  of  , 

port  could  be  made;  the  fighting  was  so  intervals  in  fight- 

the  changes  of  position  so  well  filled  up  the  “  ^^1 

Ing  for  each  brigade  and  corps,  eom- 

coLnders  was  so  continuous,  and  of  brigade  and 

menders  so  great,  that  when  time  esent 

collecting  of  data  for  official  reports,  there 

wbo  knew  Lght  of  the  battles  in  the  early  days  of  tto 

To  speak  of  that  I  know,  I  ray  say  that  in  my  own  brlgaae, 

in  the  Fifth  Corps,  not  °^^®/'®®^k”Mne°ortofsr30Cond 
tered  the  Wilderness  as  such  (and  I  think  no. 

in  command)  reached  Petersburg  with  the  army;  ^ 

ment  but  one  of  sixteen  officers  who  were  it  on  to 

the  TIildemesB,  was  left  when  Petersburg  was  ’"f 

was  true  in  my  own  brigade  and  regimen  ,  y  .  ^  j. 

lleve  was  very  different  in  other  brigades  and  regiments 

Fifth  Corps. 


i&ontqo  eaw  tBAcrtsbliV  eult  lo  ertf  is^t  iSa  bXIa^  noltdWXIo 

at^df  xd  bnM  ^ctmcdL  •*x»»  eioBl  XXx/1'  Mli  BiBoilto  wodt  yd,  b.ta 
n‘  ^  .b*i6on  lo  wf‘ bt£uwti: 

>  '•',  •Us'tddinS  boji  ^aloBaa  >rW  noqi/  'i^TuJ'fWMWioB  j^nlXi^sBift,  u' «i  il 
-  boa  b»r[bfc/H  ano  3ftiyI<rrrtX  e.C*t«d  ^  iBjtt^vTrytpXrf  lo  eaBtf 

XXa  dud  <8saaa  Xa^arw  'tabtw)  ^rdunlHhP  jflXi'dsl'l  bftaexuwl^." 
td^le  7o1t  teat  to^^aaqal  ^laarsiOB  dtlw  ,  (•carrcabtiTf^adi'^ftl  beiat>oX 
r  taro  Ito  laaaoX  atasaT^  ^nJbvXaryrtl  baa  ^^ab  gal.Cifjid  mrtaaooosn 
otdaedduM  baa  ^XXol  ^Xalallto  oa  ayad/bXseda  «na«i  bnaaijorft 
%  -  '  .ScilXXai 

!'•  ‘,8qto0  TcatA  rttxXfi  boa  ddJt^  add  Jo^nm  baa  ataaltlo  add  oT 
al  ttcqat  Xaialllo  on  n^^XalqnaO  aaa/nabXlW  adt  ol  ttaq  aaodw 
XXaw  boa  tXarft  atod  odv  -  ,iK»t;^daa3r  fzXabtooat  lo 

ot  aaa/rrebXtW  adt  irotl  ,a3^fttad  ^IX*b  lo  noiBaao9'cn!''a  d^otd#, 
eiorfaX  bna  eaXtXifolYtXb  dgxrotdt  eni/t  crotl  ,  todtaH'bXo#- 

noqu  baIXaa  atolad  tara  eav  xnta  :)ni9nayba^ae  aa  douB  eaaaoX  baa 
boa  ttaad  ^XtalbXoa  tqalf  XXa  tX  dyjotdd  fiija  italli/e  boa  taea  ot 
enob  aaad  aad  ^aotw  a  aeai  baa  etadXllo  atodt  od  -  ^a^jeoxfob  rbaai 
-baao&ab  on  ,etaax  ^sod  at  ,fsadt  to?  .baaaatqxa  ad  toaxub  tadt^ 
(CnsXaqaab  tadt  lo  solfXat  ^iald  nX  agaq  a  ot  tfiloq' nao^ etna 
•aid**  baXXa9*ot  adt  tol  jaxrb  tXafft  eX  baa  ,aoX4eat  ‘^dd  aeob  Xadt 
^aaentabXXff  aril  al  ealddad  add  lo  ,aaitiw  naad  tad  faxlt  •x^otf 
aXlbeta  bfu  ,td3aodt-tatla  oa  dtlw  aaSd ttw  at  -  ,Xi/lXoaal  aX 
•  hebaanaroo  aaofit  lo  taoa  add  da  iolbnaruooa^  aaodd  . 
XXal  lo  eeoaada  adt  tol  edalxa  aai/oxa  lo  atx/aaaa  oXattao  A 
^  -r  lo  boa  ,8eaatabXX1f  arit  al  aaldded  add  lo  tttoqet  aXatodoa  baa 
boM  erab  derlJ^add  ^alrub  dadd  al  ^^aXaoXXol  ^XetaXbaaial  acodi 
baeaeq  had  addnom  owt  XXtfia  baebnX  ^baa  ^nstaqaao  add  lo  eJaaw 
-at  XaioXllo  on  tytodataXa?  lo  tnetl  oX  balddae  bad  xfli*  add  baa 
/,etava8  boa  tnaianoo  oa  taw  snXXd^l  adt  jabaor  ad  bXooo  ttoq 
-td^Xl  fiX  aXavtatoX  adt  qtf'boXXXl  XXaw  oa^aoitla^  lo  aaj^aado  j9dd 
latneoXsat  lo  noXaaeooi/a  add  baa  ,8qt09  boa  aboj^Xtd  doaa  tol^anX 
-fi09  (loiaXrib  brra  aba^ltd  lo  boa  «ac/ocfaXif(09  oa  asw  mobasioBoa 
add.^aldlatoq  ytldaa  ^batallo  tail  aadw  tarit  vXaat^  oa  etabaa* 
tnaaatq  wal  ataw  atedi  ,fttoqfrt  XaX oil lo"  tol  at ab  lo  soXtoaXXoO 
•  o^aqcrao  add  lo  a^rab  ^Xtae  add  at  talddad  add  lo  td^i/a  waoA  oiw 
.  abagXtd  nwo  ^  al  tadt  -^aa  X  ,  wood  I  >adt  lo  Aaaqa  oT 

-fta  odw  atabawsioa  ladaasd^ai  edl  lo  ano  doa  «aqtoO  dtlX?  aHd  at 
baooat  eaodt  lo  a«oo  daldd  I  b^)  Ifoya  as  aaaatabXXW  erft  batat 
-  -Xgat  X9  al  baa  ;xa'xa  add  ddlw  ^•wdateda^  badoaay  (baaaicoo  fit 
al  Xa*'J  «o  tX  ddlw  ataw  odw’ttaoXllo^  naatxXa  lo*  ano  dud  daaa  ^ 
tadw  brti  .b^daawt  aaw^jtijdatata?  wadw  tlaX  aaw  ,aaemrabXXir  add 
•V  aosAat  oa  avad  Itnomlgot  baa  abagitd  nwo  x*  ^  aotl^iaw 

adt  lo  ataoflclgat  boa  esbagXtd  tadto  oX  tnetalUb  x^ar'eaw  aVall 
^  ^  .aqtoO  dtlX? 


1^3 


But  during  later  months,  these  data  for  official  reports  were 
obtainable,  -  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  full,  detailed,  and  of¬ 
ficial  reports  of  the  Second  Corps,  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  of  the 
Eighteenth  Corps,  and  of  the  cavalry,  the  artillery,  of  the  engi¬ 
neers,  end  of  the  hospital  service,  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
during  that  Wilderness  campaign,  are  of  record  in  Washington,  - 
and  consequently  the  absence  of  the  official  reports  of  those  of¬ 
ficers  who  knew  most  of  the  moments  and  movements  upon  which  the 

whole  campaign  was  piyp^  is  worthy  of  note. 

I  have  said  that  the  description  published  did  not  tally  with 
or  help  to  refresh  my  recollections  of  the  movements  of  our  troops 
preceding  and  opening  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness .  us 

at  these  descriptions  for  a  moment,  end  sea  if  tho^  vary  lack  of 
agreement  with  each  other  and  their  discrepancies  do  not  indicate 
their  iicaginative  character  and  little  worth  as  history. 

Genera  Grant,  Ln  his  Report  of  the  Operations  of  th- 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  dated  Washington,  July  22,  1365,  says 

of  the  Wilderness 

"Early  on  the  5th,  the  advance  corps  (the  Fif^,  Vajor- 

General  G.  K.  Warren  commanding)  met  j 

outside  his  Intrenchments  near  Kine  Eun.l  The  ^Ule  rage  . 

furiously  all  day,  the  whole  ary  being  ® 

fight  as  fast  as  the  corps  could  be  got  upon  the  field. 

In  his  “Rfemoirs,”  Grant  varies  his  statement,  and  says.- 

"At  six  o’clock,  before  reaching  Parker's  Store 

the  Plank  Road),  Warren  discovered  the  enemy. 

back,  and  was  ordered  to  halt,  yd  ^oj-ps 

tack  him.  Wright,  with  his  divisiy  Sodylck  s  cor^ 

2riar::^rr1gh?;  '’Lna^r^rhi^^^-sU 
^L^sTei^^r  gXinTis-lfr  ^hirw:s«d\ 

Tay  ?o  «in“rcf  Warren,  who  was  confryting  the  enyy  on 

both  the  Orange  Plank  and  Tynplke  ^  f^^°rable, 

nine  o'clock  Warren  was  ready,  and  attacked  wit 

.-though  not  decisive,  results." 

Thus,  according  to  Grant's  Report,  the  whol9^_^Oii.-2"£i^ 

1.  nine  Run  Intrenchments ,  by  the  way,  were  some  twenty  miles 
distant  from  the  XTildorness  battlefield. 
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dtta  x^Xat  iofl  bib  badalXduq  ooX^liosob  »di  ^adt  blaa  ovad  X 
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lo  jIomI  Tlodi  11  eoa  baa  ^^aamoa  a  tol  anoJtiqitoBeb  aaadS  ia 
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ex®c  ^noi^aldteM  baiab  ^aaSaiZ  biiJtaO  adi  io  aelanA 

*n  *R*  «*u,  -teaaaiabXlW  odi^  lo ' 
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from  oarlv  morning ♦  and  the  battle  raged  all  day;  irhile,  according 
to  hie  "Memoirs/’  only  the  Fifth  Corps  and  tvo  divl3ion_3  of  the 
Sixth  Corps  were  engaged,  and  the  fight  began  a_t_nine  k*  M. 

Badean,  in  his  Life  of  Grant,  agrees  generally,  and  in  places 
tcxt'jally,  rith  Grant,  though  he  malies  noan,  instead  of  nine  A.  M. , 
the  hour  of  the  attack,  and  two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  in¬ 
stead  of  the  entire  Fifth  Corps  with  two  divisions  of  the  Sixth 
Corps,  the  attacking  force.  Of  the  forenoon,  Badeau  says  pictur¬ 
esquely:  - 

’’Only  the  occasional  spluttering  of  musketry  betrayed 
the  neighborhood  of  an  enemy.  At  last  the  heavy  boon  of 
artillery  was  heard  in  front,  then  the  sharp  rattle  of  con¬ 
tinuous  Infantry  flrLng,  and  by  noon  Warren  was  engaged.  •  •  • 
He  attacked  vigorously  with  Griffin’s  and  Wadsworth  s  divi¬ 
sions,”  etc.  ^  ,  .,x 

(Badeau:  Two  divisions  of  Fifth  Corps.  Twelve  . 


General  Huir.phrey,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
in  his  "Virginia  Campaign  of  1864  and  1^5”  (Scribner  Series), 

says : - 


"Tho  enemy  was  discovered  about  seven  o'clock  on  the 
Turnpike  Road,  and  about  eight  o’clock  on  the  Planx  Road, 
and  fixes  the  attack  as  by  "Griffin’s  division,"  about 
noon."  (General  Humphrey:  One  division  Fifth  Corps.  About 

noon . ) 


The  "Army  and  Navy  Journal"  (issue  of  toy  U)  says:- 

"The  enemy  was  discovered  on  both  the  Plank  and  tta 
Turnpike  Roads ,  and  an  attack  was  made  about  noon  ^7  Grif¬ 
fin’s  division."  (One  division  Fifth  Corps.  About  noon.) 

Swinton,  in  his  "History  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomc , "  and 
also  in  his  Twelve  Decisive  Battles  of  the  Sar,  says.- 

The  enemy  was  discovered,  early  on  the  5th, 
ker’e  Store  (on  the  Plank  Road),  and  attacked  about 
the  Turnulke  Road  by  Griffin’s  division. 

Ston:  one  division.  Fifth  Corps.  About  noon.) 

"Harper’s  Pictorial  History  of  the  TJar"  says 

discovered  on  the  Turnpike  Road,  vifth  Corps. 

Griffin’s  division."  ("Harper’s":  One  division  .  Ifth  Corps. 

Parly  hour.) 
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fYom  those  differing  accounts  we  gather  certain  general  facts 
as  admitted,  -  namely,  that  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  our  front 
early  on  Thursday  morning,  I.'ay  5,  a.nd  that  he  was  attacked  by 
troops  under  the  general  command  of  Warren;  but  whether  by  the 
entire  Fifth  Corps  (supported  by  the  entire  ai'my,  or  supported  by 
two  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps),  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
as  Grant  states,  or  by  two  divisions,  or  by  one  division,  of  the 
Fifth  Corps,  supported  or  unsupported,  about  noon,  as  is  variously 
stated  by  Humphrey,  Badoau,  Sw inton,  and  the  others,  is  not  made 
clear;  while  my  recollection  is  clear  that  the  attack  was  made 
neither  by  an  entire  corps,  nor  even  by  an  entire  division,  but 
was  made  by  a  single  brigade,  and  not  until  after  one  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon.  The  attack  should  have  been  made  in  force  (as 
Grant  later  recognized,  and  as  in  his  Report  and  in  his  "Ii'emoirs” 
he  claimed  it  was  made).  Had  it  been  so  made,  thousands  of  lives 
would  have  been  saved,  and  the  campaign,  and  doubtless  the  war, 
would  have  been  greatly  shortened.  Lacking  an  attack  in  force, 
the  larger  the  force  the  better,  and  the  smaller  the  attacking 
force  the  more  unfortunate  and  the  more  murderous  the  residts. 

Certain  other  facts  as  to  Fay  5  are  established  by  the  unan¬ 
imous  agreement  of  the  different  accounts;  namely,  that  Hancock’s 
Second  Corps  moved  early  on  that  morning  from  Chancell orsville 
toward  Shady  Grove  Church,  in  accordance  with  previous  "marching 
orders";  that  about  nine  o’clock,  when  its  advance  was  two  miles 
beyond  Todd’s  Tavern,  and  the  corps  was  that  much  farther  from  the 
Wilderness  Tavern  than  it  had  been  in  the  early  morning,  Hancock 
received  word  from  Feade  that  a  body  of  the  enemy  had  appeared  in 
barren’s  front,  and  he  was  directed  to  halt  his  corps  and  await 
furtlior  orders;  and  that  for  two  hours  or  more  Hancock  lay  near 
Todd’s  Tavern  before  being  recalled.  All  accounts  agree,  too,  in 
saying  that  no  cavalry  had  been  out  in  front  of  the  Fifth  Corps 
on  the  Turnpike  Road  since  early  on  the  4th,  or  beyond  ParKer  s 
Store  on  the  Plank  Road  after  five  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th;  and  also  all  accounts  agree  in  the  fact  that  the  ene^  wore 
discovered  on  the  Turnpike  Road,  and  shortly  after  on  ^ 

Road,  only  when  close  at  hand,  and  in  the  heart  of  the  emess. 

The  meaning  of  these  admitted  facts  is,  I  think, 
same  as  that  indicated  by  the  "CYder  of  Farch"  for  the  4th  and  5th; 
namely,  that  the  appearance  of  Lee  in  force  in  our  ® 

wilderness  was  not  expected,  and  was  a  surprise; 
it  was  a  surprise  so  great  as  not  to  be  credited,  until  the  weight 

of  Tree’s  reply  to  our  attack  enforced  its  truth,  . 

And  now  let  me  recall,  as  best  I  can  after  more  than  twenty- 
four  years  have  passed,  the  events  which  came  under  ^ 
and  :  think  immediately  preceded  and  opened  the  Battle  of  the  ivlid 
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BbBa  ioAiiB  edi  iiutt  TOelo  al  noiio®XIooai  xa 
iwd  -noXalrib  •tlin®  rui  x^  “•▼»  tt^TOO  etlirr®  fu  y  ^wXart. 
at  3looXo»o  efto  teil®  liim/  ioa  bns  .aba^ltd  eX^a  •  Xd  ob«  aaw 
■  aa)  ©oTol  td  obwi  oood  evBd  bTuorfa  utOBii®  ®dT  •noofXTOi'U  •dl 
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aiaw  xcof»  ^  eiiBwooa  XXa  oala  bita  ;rti< 

dnaXi  adt^no  taila  xliroda  b.ia  ,baoa  ajJlqcwT  adi  no  batevootlb 
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nes8,  on  Thm'sday,  Vay  5,  1864. 

On  the  night  of  V&y  4,  T  ^as  on  picket,  and,  ^ith  the  detail 
from  the  Regular  Brigade  of  Griffin’s  division,  held  that  portion 
of  the  division  picket-lino  which  rested  Its  left  on  the  Turnpike 
Road,  -  the  retoainuer  of  the  division  picket  being  to  our  right. 

I  remember  (indistinctly  nor,  happily)  the  difficulty  with  which 
the  picket  line  was  established,  the  labor  with  which  progress 
was  made  through  the  snarled  and  t-anglod  mazes  of  root,  tree,  and 
vine,  and  the  long  time  it  took  to  place  the  line. 

The  night  and  early  morning  were  quiet,  and  without  disturb¬ 
ance  of  any  kind;  and  about  half  past  five  o’clock  a  staff  offi¬ 
cer  brought  out  the  welcome  order  to  call  in  the  picket.  The 
field  officer  of  the  division  picket  was  sitting  with  m  at  the 
time,  and  immediately  started  off  for  the  main  picket  reserve, 
in  order  to  have  the  volunteer  portion  of  the  picket  called  in. 

About  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  after  he  had  gone  off  to  the 
right,  and  while  I  was  awaiting  the  return  of  that  portion  of  the 
picket  in  our  front,  a  staff  officer  cam-s  dashing  up  from  the 
Turnpike,  and  hurriedly  asked  for  the  field  officer  of  the  picket; 
and  then,  instead  of  following  him,  asked  if  I  was  in  commnd  of 
that  reserve,  and  requested  me  to  bring  my  men  at  once  down  to 
the  Turnpike,  stating  that  several  general  officers,  whose  names 
he  mentioned  but  have  been  forgotten  by  (excepting  that  neither 
was  the  name  of  either  of  the  officers  directly  in  command  of  us), 
were  on  the  road  a  little  way  down,  and  that  he  had  been  sent  to 
bring  the  nearest  picket  reserve  he  could  find;  and  he  added  that 

the  enemy  were  appearing  in  our  front* 

In  a  very  few  moments  wo  were  across  the  field  and  on  the 
Turnpike  Road,  down  which  we  moved  at  double-quick*  After  proceed¬ 
ing  perhaps  one-fourth  or  one-third  of  a  mile  we  saw  standing  to¬ 
gether,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  a  group  of  six  or  eight  officers, 
among  whom  were  several  general  officers.  Who  they  were  I  do  no 
know;  but  one,  who  I  believe  was  General  Bartlett,  commanding  a 
brigade  in  Griffin’s  division,  came  forward  and  spoke  to  me  as  wo 
halted,  said  that  it  was  just  learned  that  a  body  of  the  enemy  was 
in  the  wood  at  the  side  of  the  Turnpike,  a  little  way  in  advice, 
and  requested  me  to  form  a  picket-line  in  the  woods  at  ^  right, 
in  a  position  which  he  would  send  a  staff  officer  to  point  out, 
until  such  dispositions  could  be  made  as  would  indicate  the 

character  and  drive  them  out.  ,  *  u  j  v 

If  the  placing  of  the  picket  lino  the  night  before  ^d  been 

difficult,  the  jungle  through  which  we  now  had  to  struggle  was 
almost  impassable.  The  undergrowth  was  rank  and  hea^/y;  the  trees, 
averaging  three  to  five  inches  in  diameter,  and  reaching  ^ 
twenty-five  to  forty  feet,  grew  abundantly,  -  in  places  so  thickly 
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that  a  Dian  laust  tur-n  sideways  to  p^as  botTieon  them,  and  in  other 
places  standing  eighteen  inches  or  two  foot  apart;  and  these  trees, 
thus  thickly  massed,  were  oft«n  still  fur*thor  bound  together  by 
long  creeping  vinos  not  larger  than  one's  finger,  and  running  their 
winding  length,  at  varying  heights,  through  thirty,  fifty,  or  more 
feet  of  length. 

How  far  into  the  jungle  wo  went,  I  cannot  say,  but  I  presume 
soma  two  hundred  yards,  before  beginning  to  ostablish  the  picket¬ 
line.  At  length  the  picket-line  was  established,  -  the  men  ten 
feet  apart,  and  not  more  than  five  of  them  well  in  view  from  any 
spot. 

In  our  front  was  a  rise  in  the  ground,  and  just  beyond  it, 
and  perhaps  one  hundred  feet  away,  was  tbs  edge  of  a  clearing,  - 
the  oast  edge  of  the  open  field  upon  the  further  side  of  which 
was  massed  the  enemy;  a  field  upon  whose  cleared  space  some  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  men  of  iyres’  brigade  were  to  rest  that  afternoon. 

The  morning  was  still,  scarce  a  sound  was  heard,  as  the  hours 
p)assed,  that  was  not  native  to  the  woods;  not  a  sound  of  hostile 
encounter,  no  ^spluttering  of  musketry”  such  as  Badeau  dreamed,  or 
noise  of  "furious  struggle  through  ell  the  day,"  as  Grant  reports. 
Indeed,  in  that  dismal  Wilderness,  in  which  a  bird  had  scarce  heart 
to  peep,  there  was,  through  all  that  forenoon,  scrae thing  oppressive 
in  the  dim  light  and  the  strange  quiet. 

About  ten  o'clock  a  staff  officer  came  out  and  said  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Warren  and  others  believed  there  was  nothing  in  our  front  but 
dismounted  cavalry,  that  had  been  left  there  to  delay  our  advance, 
and  that  two  rogirconts  were  to  march  out  onto  the  op)en  field,  fire 
one  or  two  volleys,  and  then  march  back;  that  it  was  expected  the 
enemy  would  follow  them,  and  if  they  did,  the  picket  were  to  move 
forward  onto  the  field,  and  form  a  skirmish  lino  in  rear  of  the 
retiring  regiments. 

About  half  an  hour  later  we  heard  the  two  regiments  marching 
onto  the  open  field  in  our  front;  we  heard  the  orders  as  they 
halted,  formed  in  line,  and  fired;  the  two  sharp  volleys,  and 
then  a  defiant  three  cheers,  and  a  *“tiger";  and  then  we  heard 
them  marching  back,  like  the  King  of  France's  army,  “‘down  the 
hill.*  But  from  the  enemy  we  heard  no  sound;  the  insult  of  the 
two  little  volleys  and  the  challenge  of  the  cheers  passed  unnoticed 
by  them,  and  the  regiments  returned  unmolested. 

About  half  past  twelve  o’clock  another  staff  officer  appeared; 
ho  said  an  attack  was  about  to  be  made  upon  the  enemy  in  our  front, 
and  directed  the  picket-lino  to  swing  on  its  center,  so  as  to  face 
north  Instead  of  west,  and  to  rest  its  loft  upon  the  edge  of  the 
open  field,  thus  making  its  line  parallel  with  the  Turnpike  Road, 

TThile  moving,  in  order  to  establish  the  new  picket-line,  we 
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net  soveral  of  tha  regiments  of  Ayres*  brigade,  Griffin’s  division, 
moving  by  the  flank,  in  echelon,  toward  the  open  field,  for  the 
coning  attack;  and  I  remember  Tfondering  at  the  measure  of  steadi¬ 
ness  and  order  with  which  their  coluions  moved  through  such  obstruc- 
tionc. 

After  establishing  the  new  picket-line,  I  passed  along  its 
length  and  to  its  left,  resting  upon  the  rise  of  ^ound  just  by 
the  edge  of  the  open  field.  As  I  stepped  forward  into  the  clear¬ 
ing,  I  found  just  in  front,  in  line  of  battle,  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fortieth  New  York,  it  being  on  the  left  of  the  brigade  line.  The 
officers  and  men  aH  along  the  line  were  eager  and  enthusiastic, 
and  evidently  anticipated,  without  thought  of  dread,  the  first 
fight  of  the  campaign. 

Tho  cleared  field  on  which  the  battle  opened,  and  which  was 
repeatedly  fought  over  during  the  reminder  of  the  5th  and  on  the 
6th,  was  about  one  thousand  yards  across  from  east  to  west,  and 
about  eight  hundred  yards  wide  between  the  Turnpike  Road  and  the 
woods  opposite.  In  front  of  Ayres’  brigade,  as  it  awaited  tho  ad¬ 
vance  ,  the  ground  descended  gently  for  perhaps  one-third  of  the 
way  across,  and  thenc®  was  about  level,  into  the  woods  on  the  fur¬ 
ther  side. 

Finally,  the  order  to  advance  is  given,  and  Ayres’  brigade  - 
the  strongest  in  numbers  in  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  one  of  the  best 
disciplined  in  the  army  -  moves  quietly,  steadily  forward,  at  com¬ 
mon  time,  and  down  the  slope.  The  lino  is  not  quite  exact  as  they 
first  start,  but  by  the  time  they  reach  tho  level  ground  and  quick¬ 
en  the  step,  so  much  of  the  line  as  is  in  sight  (for  tho  right  of 
the  brigade  was  in  the  woods,  end  out  of  sight)  was  as  accurate, 
and  the  movoments  as  exact,  as  on  parade.  As  they  reached  the 
center  of  tho  open  field,  a  lino  of  fire  began  in  thoir  front, 
but  nearly  a  brigade's  length  to  their  left,  and  swept  along  the 
edge  of  tho  wood,  from  where  the  wood  touched  the  Turnpike,  to 
and  past  the  brigade  front,  slowly,  beautiful  in  its  machine - 
like  regularity,  file-firing,  -  past  the  brigade  front,  and  lost 
itself,  out  of  sight,  and  by  sound  way  off,  in  the  woods  to  its 
right. 

By  this  fire  very  little,  if  any,  damage  was  done,  -  tho  fir¬ 
ing  being  too  high,  and  many  bullets  pissing  over  my  heed  as  I 
stood  on  the  hill  from  which  tha  brigade  had  start-ed.  After  this 
volley,  the  brigade  struck  a  double-quick,  and  pushed  on,  the 
alignment  continuing  straight  and  true. 

As  the  sound  of  tho  firing  ceased  in  the  wood  on  the  right, 
and  the  advance  had  three-quarters  passed  over  the  field,  again 
that  sheet  of  fire  began  upon  the  left,  and  with  clock-work  regu¬ 
larity  file-firing  moved  slowly  along  the  wood’s  edge  end  past  the 
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.i<ni  boA  idalA*siA  ^alnfliinoo  iflA«i3*AA 
aid^i  Adi  no  boow  #di..rtl  boAAAO‘5alTll  Adi  lo  b«iDA  »di  »A 
,  nlASA  tbXiiJtl  Adi  wo  bAABJsq  .2# 

•c/aAi  aiioB-dooXA  lUl*  boA  ,ilAX  Adi  «oqt;  flA3®<^  ’itr^fff^BX 

Adi  iAA^  bflA  A^bA  I’bOAW  Adi  gffOXA  bAVO®  ^ 
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brigade  front,  and  again  lost  itself  in  the  distance,  In  the  woods 
at  the  right;  and  this  time  the  lean  fell,  all  along  the  front,  in 
ones  and  twos.  Again,  just  as  the  line,  on  tlie  ran,  is  about  to 
enter  the  wood,  begins  that  terrible  clock-work  fire  on  the  loft; 
and  how  grim  and  severe  it  seems  now,  in  its  slow,  sure  mo\’oinGnt, 
and  awful  in  its  effect!  The  nven  fall  in  groups  of  eight  and  ten, 
and  leave  gi'eat  gaps  in  the  line,  that,  with  a  cheer  and  rush, 
tries  to  close  up  as  it  moves,  and  dashes  into  the  wood  and  out  of 
sight.  And  now,  in  the  Wilderness’s  dark  depths,  the  maddened 
skeleton  of  a  gallant  brigade  dashes  upon  a  line  behind  light 
breast-works,  breaks  through,  and  forces  it  back,  and  against  a 
second,  and  in  places  through  it,  only  to  find  a  third  line  in  po¬ 
sition;  and,  as  they  fight  hand  to  hand,  the  overlapping  flanks 
of  the  two  Rebel  divisions  in  position  s-wing  round  to  gather  in 
the  remnant  of  the  one  brigade  that  had  been  sent  to  face  an  army. 

It  was  all  over  in  ten  minutes;  and  Ayres’  brigade  of  Grif¬ 
fin’s  division,  that  had  moved  forward  thirty-seven  hundred  strong, 
counted  barely  two  thousand  men, 

Bartlett’s  brigade  of  Griffin’s  division  advanced  on  the  left 
of  the  TiumpjJce,  about  the  same  time  that  Ayres*  brigade  advanced 
on  its  right;  but  it  did  not  advance  at  the  same  time,  -  its  lino 
did  not  connect,  and  it  was  under  entirely  separate  and  independent 
control.  The  two  brigades  did  not  advance  as  parts  of  one  movement, 
or  under  one  direction,  supporting  and  depending  on  each  other,  but 
as  two  separate  and  disconnected  bodies.  Bartlett’s  Brigade  found 
nothing  in  its  front  but  a  strong  skirmish  line,  and  pushed  on  un¬ 
checked  entirely  past  the  flank  of  the  massed  divisions  that  were 
in  our  front,  until  it  met  Ewell’s  Third  Division  just  coming  up, 
and  then  it  in  turn  met  heavy  loss,  and  was  driven  back  by  stress 
of  numbers. 

Bartlett’s  advance,  while  nearly  the  same  in  time  of  its  com- 
ffiencement,  gave  no  diversion  or  support  to  Ayres'  charge;  and  the 
fact  remains  that  the  first  attack  made  upon  the  enemy,  and  that 
which  opened  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  was  made  by  Ayres'  bri¬ 
gade  of  Griffin's  division,  alone  and  unsupported,  against  two  di¬ 
visions  of  Ewell’s  corps. 

The  character  of  the  force  in  our  front  was  at  length  made 
clear  beyond  possibility  of  doubt.  Following  the  retTom  ol  Ayres' 
brigade,  ev>d  the  repulse  by  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Rebel  attack 
that  follcmed  Ayres’  First  Brigade  back,  there  was  a  lull  for  an 
hotir  or  more,  broken  only  by  the  "spluttering  musketry,"  which,  as 
hadeau  says,  "betrayed  the  neighborhood  of  an  ©nomy." 

During  this  tlioe,  there  was  a  hurried  gathering  and  (because 
of  locality)  disconnected  placing  of  troops;  and  messenger  after 
tessonger  was  sent  with  urgent  calls  for  Hancock  and  Sedgwick  with 
tlieir  corps  to  press  forward  with  all  haste. 


■booir  orfi  nl  lU  (it  tlMtt  *eol  ni*8*  6n»  , 

Xi*  iHrt  .rfi  «t^  .1^  6m  imil  -Ht  J. 

o#  tikxsi  »t  (to  ,9otX  0(1*  M  fax  ,at»%h  .i^wj  bn*  ■ 

-  tflaJC  »tO  no  Mtl  yioii»*»Io’ oX^tfiot  #•(»  entjotf  ,l)oo»  iwt»:no>nSf 

,aaf  biu  itisia  to  «q(«>t8  nl  iX«‘l  non  odT  I^ootlo  ^ 

.riatrt  6(u  -toodo  »  lOf  ,friS  .ontX  aHi  nt  aqn?  ^»o-»8  •»*«I 
'  to  &tfo  bflB  fwotr  0rft  O^fit  •srfftBb  baa  ,8«vo«  ^  ««  qxr 

bonebba*  •(<#  ,a(«q»b  thob  $o*r^tlrf5  > 

irfstX  bnt(t9<t  onil  a  ooqu  aodeeb  obajl-nJ  JnoXXnj  •  to^((o*oXoH, 

i  iiwlm*  bn»  .iood  M  «»olol“b(w  ;(!8«6ii»  BX*ot(«  ,idto*.i*ae-rf 
-oq  nt  ontX  bTt(tt,ro  bntt  oi  xl"®  ,it  risuolntt  ••ooXq  ot'bo*  *tao«»» 
ednaXt  jntqqaXwo  odi  ,ba«d  ot  b(tad  idgil  ^d*  **  •^“*  .*,^*^ 

.  flt  ,e(«a8  o^  bmioi  ani«  nolit.oq 
:.T«riii  ru  eoaf  oS  titaa  naaH  bad  tadS  abast-ai  mo  odt  to  Jn^ 

-tliO  to  ebajtiid  'asTicA  bc»  {••Jirat*  ,t„H 

,8,.o,J..bonbm;d  ortoa-x^^rf*  ■ 

ital  adt  no  beoiUBvba  nolelvtb  a'lilllliO  lo  ehAsl'irf  ^ 

beoftBvb*  efe*8l*rf  •««  no 

anil  ■>!  -  *8*1^  ®a«B  adf  fa  aonarbo  :foif  btb  SI  Stni 

Jnabnaqabnl  bna  •iBiaqwi  xla^Saa  -tabas/  asw  fl 
,in»aBTo«  eflo  to  ainaq  bb  aanatha  Soft  btb  ••bffslid^owt  odT 
^atf  ,’tafiSo  chB9  no  ’^nlbtnqab'bnB  ^niftcqqoB  ^mlSooTlb  aao  nabmr  w 
biurot  obBatTfl  z^SSaLS^B  ,B«lbod  batoonnooetb  baa  ow  w 

-mx  no  barfBoq  bms  ,m11  dalmliia  ^botSb  a  Sud  Snoi^  BSl  nl 
OTOW  Satis  anoltlrlh  baaam  adS  to  inaXl  adS  Saaq  XlanlSaaba^oadO 
,qu  3rti«oo  Saul  aolalrKl  btld?  •*IXoW3r  Saa  StrllSmf  ,S^ 

MBOiSa  xi  awrtnb  aaw  hita  ,8»I  yyaad  Sam  trtuSjd  SI  nw  b^ 

^  .anadmmi^ 

-BOO  ah^^o  mtS  nl  etaae  adS  aLtdw^aoavrba  a^SSatS^ 

adS  bna  x&^iMdo  *aaTxk  oS  Snoqqua  10  nolanawlb  on  ata^  , 

SadS  bns  ,x«aaa  adS  noqu  abaa  doaSSa  Sanl^  adS  SadS  anlaaanjo^ 
•lid  *89*1x4  x^  obaw  8BW  ^BROirtoblW  odi  lo  ellitad  adS 

•lb  owt  tanlBSB  ,bataoqqi«mf  bfCi  oooXj  iffoltlrlb  ®  ?  2 

^  t  ,  J  .oq-ioo  8»IIoi«  lo 

abM  ril^fiol  Sm  bbw  tflo-il  nuo^al  aotoTt  atiS  lo  -ro^oBiodo 
*8*txA  lo  tduStn  adS  ^tdaolLo'K  aSdssob  lo  x^,^i^<^^«a<X!  ^ 

ioaSSa  Man  adS  \o  abM^lnn  bnooaZ  adS  x^  aaHvqan  adS 

OB  -tot  llvl  a  aaw  at’adS  ,Tload  abe^M  Satin  ,^aarr%^  baao I M  Sj^ 
IB  irfolriir  ^^x^Sadaua  yiliBlialqB*  odl  xX^ 

CB  lo  boodaodfljlitt  aai‘b9X***^®<^^  •*^**Ji 
08(/B9ad)^bftB  3«l*Ttdtjq|  balTuxrf  a  aam  atadS  ,afflll  r  r  to 

lattB  aa^^naiooB  bOB  \aqoo%S  lo  SfllOBlq  baloannooglb  \XS11M00 

dllw  ^tolvBboS  briB  *^)Iooof!BH  tot  alLao  Saai^tu  dSlaJldaa  bbw 'i»8  .  ^ 

ffn  dSla  bTBWfot  aaata  oS  ectoo  tia 
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By  three  o’clock  the  fight  ^as  on,  and  the  rattle  and  crash 
of  Fiusketry  i^as  continuous,  and  on  all  sides;  and  frow  that  hour 
until  after  dark  it  gt'ew  end  deepened  and  extended.  Neither  plan, 
or  direction,  or  support  was  possible;  where  nothing  could  be  seen 
li  hundred  fost  aray,  asid  aoveitent  only  here  and  thore  could  be  un¬ 
hindered,  a  colonel  could  not  knotr  of  the  whereabouts  of  all  his 
regiirtent,  and  a  general  had  no  standing.  It  was  a  wild  and  discon¬ 
nected  battling  of  regis>3nt  with  regiir.ont,  of  company  with  company, 
without  plan,  or  purpose,  or  linowlodge  of  result. 

Is  it  not  clear  that  a  battle  in  tlie  Wilderness  was  not  expect¬ 
ed,  was  not  prepared  for?  —  that  Grant  and  his  army  were  surprised 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  Wilderness,  where  Nature's  obstacles  were 

more  to  be  dreaded  than  mortal  foes? 

It  is  easy,  with  the  wisdom  given  by  aftersight,  to  criticise; 
and  yet,  realizing  this,  it  still  seems  strange  that,  knowing  the 
Wilderness,  end  knowing  Lee  and  Lee's  army,  facile_princeps  among 
the  generals  and  armies  of  the  Confederacy,  it  seems  strange  that 
Grant  should  have  dared  to  be  surprised  by  Lee  in  the  Wilderness,  - 
to  have  permitted  it  to  be  possible  that  he  could  be  surprised 

just  there. 

And  what  was  the  effect  upon  the  army  and  upon  the  campaign  oi 

this  siirprise  in  the  jungle  heai't  of  the  Wilderness? 

Upon  the  army;  that  confusion,  worse  than  that  at  Chancell ors- 

ville,  and  annihilation  were  a\"8rted  only  by  eight  days  of  inces¬ 
sant  and  dogged  fighting,  such  as  cannot  be  told;  that  final  es- 
cape  from  the  smothering  Wilderness  was  purchased  only  at  a  cost  oi 
more  than  one -third  of  the  army;  and  that  when  eight  days  were 
done,  and  passage  through  the  Wilderness  was  accomplished,  the  army 
was  left  but  the  wreck  -  in  numbers,  in  physical  strength,  and  in 
morale  -  of  that  which  eight  days  before  had  crossed  the  Rapidan. 

UMn  th9  campsign;  the  effect  of  that  aurpriee  itaa  to  render 
long  and  spiritless  a  campaign  that  should  have  been,  and  but 
11  might  have  been,  -  as  the  JjTiy  of  the  Potomac 
*111  and  Btrength  to  make  it,  -  short,  and  full  of  fire  and  dash, 
to  so  weaken  our  army  in  its  first  eight  days  of  g  6 

to  losses  aggregating  tso-thirds  of  its  strength  before  six  seeks 
had  passed,  or  Cold  Harbor  been  left  behind;  and  to 
»ar>8  end  by  half  a  year,  with  all  thereby  meant  of  untold  suffer- 

Ing  and  loss. 

♦ 

note  added  by  E.P.P.,  1911.  I  sent  a  copy  of  Pathor's  arti¬ 
cle  to  General  Morris  Schaff,  the  author  of  a  ■»®ry  in^restlng 
book,  on  "The  Battle  of  the  Hlldorness"  (Houghton  Mifflin  Go., 
1910). 


" .  oer 

(ferro  boB  •ItiBi  edf  b/ts  bbw  >^311  9df  ifaoXd'o 
•xi/orf  ^Brit  faoil  bnB  jBBbJto  'lJCB  ao  baa  ^auotmUnoo  bbw  ^ 

-iiBlq  .babnatxa  baa  bBnsqBBb  baa  wai^  f}  ^CiBb  'foila 

'  fiB»e  #5  bli/oo  3nlrfion  jBXdlBBoq.aBW  itoqqxm  lo  ,nvil3dilbio  ^ 

^au  ad  bhfca  rtBdt  bos  bW  tiflo  taaiavoa  b.xe  ,  <BifB  daa.  ^ 

Bid  IXb  lo  Biu'3da<>isdir  oril  lo  woni  ^on  bXi/oo  i>moloo  a  ^bsieoiulifl 
•flooalb  b«B  bXlw  B  BBW  &1  .^ttXbnjBtB  on  bad  laaoftas  a  b^  ,Xnwil3Bi  ^ 
.tniwaoo  dilw  ^naqaoo  lo  ^dixaal^^i  ddJtw  ^iHwi^Bi^lo  3«XXi^Bd  btinoa 

.iXi/BBt  lo  BgbeXwofnC  to  .aaoi'm  t5«^q  Syodftw 
-XoBcpCB  ^ofl  BBW  BBBAKBbXIW  adJ  nl  BiXlad  B  ^BdX  xbbXo  doa 
bB8l*tqiz/Q  Blow  xnia  Bid  boB  tizanO  dadf  ••  fiol  boiBqoiq  doit,  aaw  ^ba 
elOWJBOXOBilBdO  B’oiuii^  Blfidw  |8Q9nlBbX|ff  OdS  lo  itlBOd^X**®^  ®dil  rtl 

TbboI  lafroa  nadf"  bobaoib  od  od  atom 

'■h  jbeIoI^Iio  oi  ,:fd3laiBtlB  x<^  «wwlV  "obalw  add  ddtw^x^aa  el  dl 

'  Olid  gfiloorii  ^dadd  e^naada  bwobb  IXidi  dl  ,«icix  ^rtlsIXBM  ,i0X  brt*i 

goociB  Baeortliq  bXIq^bI  t^peoa  b*bbv1  bfiB  ooJ  grtIwD/ni  bflB  , p.aeniobillfj 

XBfil  BSftBi^B  aiBBB  dl  ^^OBiobolfloO  ^odd  lo  HolaiB  bAB  sXBionojr  add 
•  ,BBOinobXlI  add  til  eoJ  boaliqnm  ad  of  brab  ovad  blt/odt  rnaiO 
beBlicrit/B  od  bXiroo  od  ^adl  ofdlBooq  od  od  li  boX-liwioq  arad  od 

: *  '  •BlOdi  .^BOt 

lo  fX3lBC|ciB9  odd  noqtf  boa  '^pniB  odd  ctoqif  doollo  odd. saw  dadw  brtA 

tBao.TfobXIff  odd  lo  diaed  oX^i^Jit  edd^oi  OBliqw  «trfd 
-B’roXXooaadO  da  dadd  ctarid  oaiow  ^nolowlftoo  dadd  ;xarta  odd  ndqtJ  ^ 
-Booat  lo  ixob  dd^Xo  xX«o  bodiowB  oiow  noldalldlnaa  baa  ,8CXlw 
-BO  Xaall  dadd  jbXod  ad  doaaaa  ta  dov®  ,3(tldd5dl  beggob  b<ia  dnaa 
lo  d»oo  a  da  xXc»  baaaiioaaq  leaa  maatnablllf  ,^diiofldo«8  odd  noil  oqoo 
(now  axab  dd^la  finAw  da^  bfWi  •dd  lo  6nliil-oao  nadd^oioa 

Xniia  odd  ,  bedBlXqflK>90B  bbw  oBOinBbXlW  odd  rf^uoidd  o^oBtoq  brui  |Ortob 
al  bfia  iddyioidB  Xaolexdq  al  ^madau/a  ol  -  jfooiw  odd  dmlfdloX'B*w 
«riablqBH  odd  boBBoio  bod  oiolad  «xob  dii^lo  doldw  dodd  lo  •*  oIbio*. 
lobaoi  od  oaw  ooliqiim  dadd  lo  doollo  odd  ;a3lBqffB9  odd  fioqll 
lol  dad  bna  «aood  fr/ad  blooda  dadd  ^ojlaqiaao  a  BaoXdX’xlqa  boa  ^noX 
bna  diBod  bad  oacodo^  odd  lo  x^rtA  odd  aa  -  ,aood  Bwad  ddsiB  dl 
;dBAb  bna  Bill  lo  LJj/1  baa  •  «dl  adaa  od  dd^aaade  baa  £11  w 

boX  aa  ^aldd^il  lo  oxab  dd^lo  dBill  edi  at  x)®^  nedaaa  oa  od 
BdsBv  zXb  Biolod  dd^BBidB  Bdl  lo  Bbildd-owd  ^nldojioissa  bobboX  od 
odd  llo  datiq  o-d  boa  ibwidod  dial  nood  lodiaH  bXoO  lo^botoaq  baa 
-lollxra  bXodmi  lo  daaaa  xdoiodd  XXa  ddlw  tiaox  •  IXad  xd  b<io  o'tbw 


-IdiB  B*ioddol  lo  xq®o  ♦  dnoB  I  -IXW  xd^bobbo  ato^d 

^aldBoiodnl  o  lo  loddiia  odd  ^lladoS  alnoM  XaionoO  od  olo^ 

,.oD  .illlil’i  nodrfyjoB)  "BBoxnobXli  odd  lo  olddaS  orfT*  oo  dood  * 
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General  Schaff  replied,  Jan.  24,  1911- 

You  were  very  kind  to  write  E^a  such  a  pleasant  let¬ 
ter,  and  above  all,  in  sending  me  your  father’s  article 
on  the  Wilderness.  I  wish  that  I  had  seen  it  before 
undertaking  the  account,  for  it  clears  up  positions  and 
establishes  what  I  have  always  maintained,  that  the  bat¬ 
tle  was  a  complete  surprise.  The  fact  is  that  Badeau,  and 
sonje  very  shrewd  mn  on  Grant’s  staff  were  forever  playing 
the  part  of  the  squid.  But  I  qo  not  want  to  kindle  old 
fires',  or  indulge  in  mean  and  scathing  innuendo.  Your  fa¬ 
ther  lias  told  the  truth,  and  deep  and  fascinating  is  the 
mystery  of  it  all,  but  therein  lies  what  our  minds  love 

to  dwell  on. 


The  original  letter  is  pasted  in  my  copy  of  General  Schaff's 
t)ook. 

I  also  called  General  Schaff’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
statement  cn  page  199  of  his  book,  that  "all  the 
one,  captwod  from  the  enemy  in  the  IBildemess  were  taken  y 

[7e stern  regiments”  is  not  quite  correct. 

The  records  of  flags  captured  by  Federal  troops  during  t  le 
Civil  War  are  yory  incomplete,  for  the  troops  were  a^cus  omo 
frequently  to  retain  captured  flags  as  souvenirs,  and  ^ 
Department  does  not  profess  to  be  able  to  fnrnish  vo^  officers 

infortration.  The  records  are  of  oi-ders  treated  as 

to  notify  theii-  men  that  captured  fUgs  must  not  te  ^®®tea  as 
souvenirs  but  the  practice  apparently  continued  for  the  orde 

continue. 
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-i®!  ioMB^tq  B  dBOB 'm  Bftvr  at  baliL  tw  rtew  woT 
•Xoltis  B**xerfiBl  njo^  e«  gnibnei  rii  ,XX*  b«»  1 

•Toled  tl  ff®eB  bad  X  tadt  rfalw  I  .etwrrebXXf  arft  no 
b/ia  aaoitlaoq  qi/  BiatXo  H  •jol'"  ,tfttreo3a  edt  ytljfat-iabftt/ 
-tad  ©dt  tadt  ^bsnlatttlaat  a^awla  erari  T  tadv  larfalXdatta 
bna  ^UBBbBn  tadt  al  toal  eriT  •®«l‘iq^i«‘'ataXqBo©  * 

levaiol  aiew  llata  a'tfraiO  ao  near  bwaoda  cma 
bXo  eXbrtii  ot  tfxaw  ton  ofa  I  tc/Ct  .blt/p®  aitt  lo  ttaq  aiit 
-al  uroT  •obcieanfft  ^nidtasa  bna  nsBm^al  a!|X0bnl  -to  ,  aaTJt^ 

©rit  el  snitanloaal  bna  qeab  beta  ,dtirtt  adt  bXot  aad  tadt 
avoX  Bbalm  too  tadw  ealX  nla^edt  tiid  |XXa  tl  lo  r^ataipi 
-  ‘i'w:’  v^,.r*  ,00  XXei?f>  ot 
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a'lladoS  XananOO  lo  T<loo  XP^  al  bateaq  al  *xattaX  faxilsl*xo  adT 

.  ,ioo<f 

adt  tadt  toal  .adt  ot  noltnatta  a'lljidoS  XaranaO  baXXao  oaXa  I 
©eaa  (B^aXl  adt  XXa®  tadt  ,3tood  aid  *lo  9?I  ajaq^^,  inoiotat# 
nakat  otow  teatrxabXlV  adt »v(tl  ‘'paana  adt  aoil  ^ii^tqao  jono 

.toartoa  atlt/p  tonfiBl  •atnawiaoTjrrfateaW 
adt  ^fiiivb  eqooit  Xaiaba*!  baurtqao  asall  lo  ab^oa^t  adT  ^ 
banotauoaa  ataw  aqactt  adt  lol  « ataXqdoonl  ^bt  a^a  'laW  XlvlO  ^ 
Taff  adt^ bna ”  a^non/o a  aa  e^an  baTtotqao  alata*t  ot  x^tnaopart 
aldalXrt  dalincul  ot  alda  ad  ot  aaalortq  ton  saob  tnontiaqaQ 
aieolllo  3.iltoan:lb  8*rab’Xo  lo  IXnl  a-ra  ebTooat  sdT  .noltaanoliA 
ea  bataait  ad  ton  tain  ajall  bariitqaa  tadt  nan  -iledt  xllton^ot 
aiab'xo  eilt  roJ  bmiat&noo  xUaa*zaqqa  aaltonq  adt  tod  BTlnararos 
^  .ainltnod 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Tfhsn  thG  .Irmy  reached  Cold  Harbor,  Father  'eras  in  the  Hospi¬ 
tal.  Ho  vas  i-nwilling  to  stay  there  hopsevar  and  succeeded  in  be¬ 
ing  returned  to  duty.  It  proved  that  he  was  uimble  to  meet  the 
roquiropents  of  field  service  and  ho  iras,  on  Jime  10th,  assigned 
to  duty  on  General  Patrick’s  staff  rffhere  he  remained  until  sent 
North,  very  ill  on  July  6th, 

T.hen  the  Anry  vias  in  intrenchmonts  before  Petersburg  Father 
noticed  one  day,  I  think  probably  June  20th,  a  young  officer  ap¬ 
proaching  him,  conspicuous  by  the  shine  of  a  new  uniform.  It 
proved  to  be  Richard  Skinner,  graduated  at  Yale  College  the  year 
before,  I  think,  and  Tfho  had  just  joined  his  regiment.  The  new 
uniform  was  his  undoing,  for  soon  afterward  he  was  wounded  by  a 
sharp-shooter.  The  word  was  brought  to  Father  in  a  pencil  note 
written  by  a  field  surgeon  on  the  white  inargin  of  a  newspaper  - 
’’Lieutenant  Skinner  is  dangerously  wounded  and  is  in”  -  such 
and  such  -  ’’hospital.  He  asks  to  see  you."  Underneath  the  sig¬ 
nature  was  written  "He  is  dead.”  Father  was  able  to  arrange  to 
send  the  remains  to  the  family  and  for  this  purpose  went  with  the 
body  to  City  Point  where  necessary  conveniences  could  he  had,  and 
then  to  Washington.  From  that  point  he  wrote  to  Mother  as  follows: 

"Washington  D.C.,  June  26th  1864 

My  darling  Wifie: 

I  have  just  finished  a  long  letter  to  Judge  Skinner 
giving  him  all  the  particulars  I  could  of  Richard's  death. 

It  was  a  sad  duty  and  I  have  been  sadly  engaged  for  the 
past  few  days.  Poor  Richard!  He  was  only  two  days  with 
his  regiment  when  wounded,  and  he  died  the  next  day,  Thurs¬ 
day,  the  23rd,  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

He  was  on  the  picket  line ,  and  was  sitting  talking 
with  another  officer,  waiting  for  a  hole  to  be  dug  with 
the  dirt  all  thrown  in  a  heap  in  the  front,  iriaking  a  safe 
place  for  the  officers,  to  be  completed,  when  he  was  hit. 

I  wrote  him  a  note  on  Tuesday,  and  sent  it  by  an  or¬ 
derly  when  I  sent  for  letters.  In  the  note  I  told  him  to 
lot  me  know  at  once  if  an3rthing  happened  to  him,  if  he 
were  wounded  or  sick.  This  note  he  received  Wednesday  morn- 
Ing  just  after  he  was  wounded,  but  ho  did  not  read  it  until 
evening  and  he  did  not  speak  of  sending  for  me  until  shortly 
before  his  death,  and  Indeed,  his  last  words  were  ’I  wish  I 
could  see  Sartell.’  He  died  very  suddenly  indeed,  owing  to 
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.•<J  ni  babMWW  bo*  levsnod  T*»« 

banstaM  .ittOX  ani/l  no  ,e*w  ad  bna  esivia*  bXall  ^o 

T^tm  Him  baniaaan  ad  anad.  Tlata  r?  ri$4«  ’. 

,dSd  noain  x^^  ^astm^ 

n^dtal  an&RTaie®  aioled  s^fnocaHonaiiftl  fil  ZBH  x^ 

-qa  -tsSnito  inwot  ii  zaul  tXdsc^o*®!  I  ,X»b  •ao 

oinolim/  wen  b  \o  zaidz  odi  x<i  .mid  r^.alAomon 

TBBt  Bdi  BseXIoO  bJIbT  U  bmiwbmn  ^ 

wan  tdT  .IcwaaB*^  ®Xrf  baoiol  fzai  bad  odw Jm  ^ 

M  Td  bebmrow  emr  9ti  biariB^lB  nooB  Tol  ,Bfitcbfar  aid  bbw  otollw 
9fon  Iloneq  a  at  lodJa^  oi  itlypoTd  e«w  blow  ®dT 
-  leqaqewM  b  lo  filsT^  tfli  no  noBgiUB  ^XbH  b  xd 

doirt  -  *al  bI  bna  bBbmA>ir  xlBooiB^nab  bI  t9ttnti&  ifunaiifetJ. 
-atB  Bdi  d^B9ai»baU  ■.uo^  bob  oi  fed**  oH  aX^.iciBod*  -  rioiiw.^ 
^  BBnBTiB.oi  BldB  BBW  lodio^  •abftob  ti  ed^^/wiiXi^  bbw  oi^Bfl 
6rti  riilw  inow  eeoqii/q  airfi  lot  boa  xX1«b1  odJ  oi 
faflB  ,bBd  ed  bixioo  Boofielnwnoo 

BwoIIol  BA  iddioil  oi  Bioiw  eri  ialoq  iadi  oott  .noiafllnBaW^oi  nadi 

■•*11  I*  - Jifl  ^ 


^asx  iwas  am/t  ,.3.a  noJvUdaair  : 

^  ^  I  Bill  W  BfllllBb  X?" 

lermldE  a^bif^  oi  nSrial  booX  ji  badBlall  .iBtft  avail  I 
.diaab  B»biarf!>ld  lo  bliwo  I  tialooXi'iaq  adi  XlB.airf  30X1X3  ^ 

adi  lol  b«3a3ixB  xXbaa  naad  avail  I  bna  ^iob  baa  a  taw  il 
dilw  B^rab  owi  ^Xao  aaw  aH  IbuifloiH  ioo*I  .ex*^  i**l 
-timlT  ixan  adi  bBib  ad  bna  ,babmfow  nadw  inaalBai  aid 
•  floofnaila  adi  <il  dooXo'o  wol  iixoda  tbiCS  adi  txab 
^nillai  Biiliitt  aaw  bna  ,aaiX  iadaiq  adi  no  aaw  aH  ^ 
riitw  3i;b  ad  oi  aXod  a  lol  BoXilaw  .leolllo  ladiooa  dilw 
a  Bnlolaw  ^iaoil  adi  iiX^qaad  a  itt  nwoidi  XXa  iilb  adi 
.ild  «aw  ad  nadw  ,boioXqnoo  ad  oi  .BiaoXno  adi  lol  aoaXq 
•10  na  ''fd  it  inaa  boa  ^^abaaiiT  no  aion  a  ^d  aioiw  I  ^ 

oi  atd  bXoi  I.aioa  adi  nl  .eiaiial  lol  iffaw  I  aadw  ^Xiab 
ad  11  ,iifld'of  banaqqad  Bnldixaa  11  aono  ia  wotol  an  iaX 
•tnofli  ^abaanbaW  bavlaoai  ad  aion  tldT  •dola  ib  babiorow  aiaw 
Xlino  il  baai^on  bib  ad  iud  .bBbtmow  saw  ad  laila  ieot  JoX  . 
xXiioda  liintf  a«  lol  B^bnaa  lo  iaaqt  ioa^blb^  ad  baa  BOlnava  , 
I  dtlw  I*  aiaw  abiow  iaaX  aid  ,baabiil  bna  ,diaeb  aid  aiolad 
oi  Bfilao  tbaabixl  ^Xrrabboa  x^av  balb  aH  *.XXaiiaC  aaa  Miioo 
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the  riipturfi  of  some  vessol  the  Doctor  said.  His  wound  was  a 
very  severe  ono,  and  the  Doctors,  from  the  first,  did  not  ex¬ 
pect  him  to  recover,  but  they  thought  ho  would  live  a  week 
or  two  and  did  not  toll  him  how  very  severe  his  wound  was. 

He  kiiew,  howe\'®r,  I  think,  that  the  wouiid  was  pretty  severe, 
and  Capt.  Cooley  of  the  3.1th  Infantry  who  V7as  in  the  Kospi- 
ta3  slightly  wounded,  and  was  with  him  nearly  all  the  time 
said  that  without  any  particular  rerjarks,  the  tone  of  Rich¬ 
ard’s  conversation  was  such  as  to  make  him  think  he  was  a 
Christian,  I  ho{)e  he  had  thought  seriously  and  I  trust  he 
did.  I  only  hoard  of  his  having  been  wounded  when  I  heard 
also  of  his  death,  I  wont  iinrisdiately  to  the  Hospital. 

The  remains  looked”  •  .  • 

(The  letter  is  tom  and  the  last  half  page  missing.) 

“He  died  easily  and  without  a  struggle, 

I  telegraphed  you  just  after  my  arriml  here,  so  you 
have  the  satisfaction,  I  presume,  ere  this,  of  knowing  where 
I  am  this  very  day.  I  shall,  I  think,  stay  until  Tuesday 
afternoon.  I  telegraphed  Packer  also  asking  him  to  come 
and  spend  tomorrow  with  mo,  I  miss,  I  pres\un©,  several  let¬ 
ters  from  you  by  this  trip,  but  I  will  enjoy  them  when  I 
go  back.  I  do  so  hope”  «  ,  • 

(Remainder  of  letter  missing.) 


The  Civil  TTar  was  a  great  calamity  for  every  ^jnerican, 
whether  of  the  Korth  or  of  the  South.  The  population  was  so 
small  as  compared  with  the  population  wo  know  now,  that  in  every 
coisinunity  acquaintance  and  friendship  extended  into  every  circle, 
and  family  relations  wore  for  the  most  part  much  closer  than 
they  are  to-day.  Ibreovor,  those  were  serious  times.  Riciiard 
Skinner’s  death,  though  but  one  loss  in  many  thousand,  brought 
great  affliction  to  the  family  from  which  Richard  came,  and  what 
such  trouble  was  is  told  when  we  read  the  letters  of  the  tlss. 

As  we  do  this  the  individual  affairs  of  the  wsr  cease  to  be  by¬ 
gone  history  and  become  the  story  of  welfare  or  disaster  of 
struggling  persons  whom  we  might  liave  known  had  w©  3-ived  in 

those  times.  . 

l^rk  Skinner  was  a  son  of  Frances  Fierrepont  and  thoreiore 

a  first  cousin  of  Fierrepont  Isham  who  was  a  son  of  (Nancy) 

Fierrepont,  a  sister  of  Frances,  and  their  families  were  conpn- 
ial  and  intimate.  Judge  Skinner  was  one  of  Chicago’s  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  citizens  and  a  very  successful  man.  He  had  one  son, 
Richard  Skinner,  who  was  graduated  from  Tale  in  1%2  and  wont 
Into  the  Army  where  he  died  before  Petersburg  in  June  1864. 

It  would  bo  has-d  to  find  a  better  illustration  of  what  the 
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•di  iadw  To  aotXatiawXXFtaiXad  a  boXT  o^  b*iad  ad  bXcrow  XI 
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Civil  War  was  in  individual  cases  than  is  told  in  Judge  Skinner's 
letters  to  iny  father  who  was  in  the  army  linos  before  Petersburg 
at  the  time  Richard  was  wounded  and  died. 


"Chicago  June  28th  1^4 


Vy  Dear  Sir: 

A  telegraph  from  you  this  morning  has  realised  our  worst 
apprehensions,  and  that  which  we  greatly  feared  has  come  upon 
us  I  God  grant  us  grace  to  submit  with  a  proper  spirit  to 
this  terrible  visitation.  Accept  the  grateful  thanks  of  my 
family  and  myself  for  all  your  kindness  in  caring  for  the 
precious  remains  of  our  dear,  our  only  son,  and  pray  God 
reward  you  mercifully  for  all  that  you  may  have  been  ena¬ 


bled  to  do  in  our  behalf. 

We  have  rec^  but  one  telegraph  from  you,  end  that  is 
evidently  a  second,  as  it  commencod  by  saying  'Received  no 
reply,  shall  forward  your  sons  resnains'  &c.  I  answered  im¬ 
mediately  to  you,  being  enabled  by  the  information  contained 
in  your  despatch  to  I&-.  Scamraon  to  direct  it  to  you  at  the 
Everett  House.  I  have  sent  on  an  enquiry  for  the  first 
despatch,  to  have  it  sent  forward  that  we  may  see  what  it 


says. 

And  now  my  dear  Sir  I  beg  of  you  to  give  ros  at  your 
earliest  convenience  all  the  particulars  of  my  dear  son  s 
death.  I  know  your  time  is  precious,  and  that  the  scenes 
through  which  you  are  passing  are  such  as  to  render  such  an 
effort  almost  out  of  the  question,  and  yet  I  venture  to  ask 
of  you  this  great  favour,  -  hoping  at  the  same  time  that 
you  may  already  have  added  to  the  deep  obligations  wo  owe 
you,  by  anticipating  this  wish.  You  cannot  imgine  what  a 
deep  feeling  of  gratitude  filled  our  hearts  ^hon  ye  read 
in  Richards  last  letter  to  us  of  date  Sunday 
the  19th  and  20th  that  he  had  met  you.  We  felt  that  he 
had  at  least  one  friend  in  all  that  great  army  who  ■aould 
care  for  him  in  case  of  accident,  and  alas  Z®'’!'® J'®  ^ 

greater  occasion  for  gratitude  than  ue  kn®"  •  ^‘'® 

that  he  was  going  to  the  front  ’'i^hout  a  ^ 

ance  to  look  after  or  sympathize  with  him  was  torr 
yond  Ksasurs  and  when  in  the  last  letter  from  , 

that  he  had  soon  you,  for  whom  he  felt  so  a  ^  P 

and  such  profound  respect,  we  f®l^/?®*f ®f t^^t 
But  it  was  a  part  of  the  counsel  of  infinite  ^  , 

no  friendly  hand  should  or  could  inter^se  for  the  saving 
of  his  life,  and  now  all  that  remains  for  us  is  to  ask  a 
merciful  Father  to  support  us  in  this  terrible  hour,  an 
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Sbtow  tiro  bSslXarx  ead  grri/noa  Bttif  uox  dqarr^aX*^  A^ 
hoqu  woo  BBfi  beifl»l'^I.tBaT9  aw  rfoidw  f»dS  ban  ^  enoiairodoiqqa 

foqoiq  a  dflw  ^ladxra  aoaTa  ^naT^  boO  iaif 
XM  lo  BUnndf  XiiJnSm^  aitt  ^qeooA  '.nol^atlalT  oXdlTxat  aidi 
•fit  lol  gniiao  rri  eaanbflJti’^n/oT  IXa  tol  Ifaa^  biw  ^Ilcal 
boO  xaiq^bna  ,noa  x-^no  wo  ,Taeb  wo  lo  afttaaio^  at/olo#rrq 
-aft*  naod  avad  x*a  ICXXj/tloTw  uox  b*iaw 

.IXadad  wo  rtt  ofa  o^  belrf 

'  ’•!  iaflt  bfia  ,irox  «otl  riqai^oXai  eao  avad  eW  , 

on  bervXeoefl*  x^  boonacffloo  Si  aa  ^bnoow  a 

-aX  bsioaaoa  I  .dA  •Boiaa^  anoe  wot'i  bii»«ol  XXi^e 
baalainoo  noi^aarrolnX  adi  baXdana  i^oJtad  ^trox  oi 
edt  i'a  iiox  o^  SI  SotaJtb  oS'aemBoZ  .tS  oS  iioSi^BBb  tuox  at 
Snai^  BiiS  -xol  x^tfpna  tu^ao  Sann  trad  I  SSb^wS 

SI  iadw  a«a  x®*  •*  bukwiot  Sobb  SI  ar-td  ,do^^&ab 
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u/ox  ^a  w  ^t^  aS  uox  ^ad  I  nlE  'raab  x® 
a'ooa  laab  ^  lo  aiaXi/oXirtaq  adi  IXa  eoooXaavitoo  taalXiaa 
aarreoa  bcIS  SsuiS^  ban  ,euoXoa'»i  tt  nmtS  wox  wood  I  .diaab 
iiB  doim  iebda*t  oS  aa  rtoua  aia  viXaaaq  ata  uox  daldir  dyioidi^ 
isa  oS  awiflav  1  ^ox  bna  ,f!oltaaup  adt  loT'^iiJo  laoaXa  ^lollai 
SBdS  mtf  waa  adJ*  Sn  snlqod  •  ,*iucwral^daa*Q  aldi  uox 
Bwo  aw  BOol^a?)lXdo  qeab  adt  oS  bebba  avad  ^x^aaiXa"  x®* 
a  ^adw  aoX^astl  doniw  t»T  .dalw  aXd^  ^nX^aqioXdna  ^  ,uox 
V  pBBTt  ew  rtadw  a^nied  wo  baXIXl  tbaSlSBT^  Iq  jjniXaal  qaab 
X^bcfoM  bna  x^aitZ  BSab  lo  au  oS  rBSSBt  SbmI  ebiadolH  nl 
'  •  ad^  tads  SIbI  bV  ^ifox^S^  bad  ad  Ssdf  dSOSi  boa  dS^X  aiit  , 
bluov  odw  xana  ^aar^  tadi  lla  ol  bttBlt\  ano  SbbbX  Sb  bad  .^ 
bad  B9  anaaa  aaXa  bus  ^SuBblooB  lx>  aaao^nl  aid  toI  bubo* 
td:^dS  adT  .lo  weod  ew  OBdf  BbuSlSBrn  Wt  dolaaotM  ''lataaig 
•SntBupoM  TO  bnaliT  a  ^uodlli^ i^ooil  ad^  of  unloj  aaw  ad  ^adl 
-ad  aXdlwai  eaw  aid  d^lw  aal^aqaxa  to  Tatla  d^X^oS  boob 
biaad  aw  aid  adil  lal^al  i^aX  adilnl  aadw  boa  a^aaa 
qldabaalTl  a  orav  oa  IXal  ad  eod#  Tol  ,uox  obbb  bad  ediSadS 
^^*bavelXat  x-^dlaaiKKaqxafll  IXa)  ew  ,S6Bq$ea  bthuolorq  doua  boa 
.  SadS  aobalw  allnilal  )o  Xaenuoa  dfti  )o  Iraq  a  aaw  11  iuS 
^  gnlwas  odl' Tol  asoqraJfii  biuos  To.bXuoda  boad  x^baalt)  oa 
a  isa  oS  el  eu^io)  anlaflar  ladl  IXa  wod  bna  ^alil  aid  lo 
bna  «wod  aldliral  aldl  nl  au  I'ioqqaa  ol  'Tadla?  Xulloiaa 
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giva  us  graca  to  h\i»blQ  ourselvos  before  him,  confessing  our 
imworthinoss,  and  striving  to  sake  better  proparation  to  fol¬ 
low  cur  only  sen  whonevor  th©  Kastar  shall  call.  If  there 
ai'Q  any  little  things  which  boloigod  to  dear  Richard  that 
right  bo  progsrved  by  us  as  keopnalies,  it  would  bo  a  gi'eat 
comfort  to  us  to  receiv©  them,  l3ut  T?e  cannot  aek  that  you 
should  take  aiiy  trouble  in  this  respect,  as  I  know  yovtr  du¬ 
ties  Bust  bo  absorbing  and  preclude  from  such  kindly  offices 
however  nuch  you  my  desire  to  render  them. 

Again  accept  our  thanks  dear  Sir  for  yoirr  thoughtful 
kindness,  and  praying  that  the  protecting  shield  of  Him  who 
made  us,  and  redeomd  us  by  his  precious  blood  my  be  always 
about  you,  saving  from  all  injury  whether  spiritual  or  bod- 
ily.  I  am  Truly  Irs 

Kark  Skinner 

Lieut.  Sartell  Prentice 

U.  S.  Army.” 


The  second  letter  was  written  on  the  follcsying  day. 

"Chicago  Juno  29th  I864 

ify  Dear  Sir: 

Row  can  I  express  to  you  the  gratitude  of  myself  and 
family  for  yoiir  kind  care  and  attention  in  behalf  of  the  re^ 
mains  of  my  dear  son  I  Oh  that  you  might  have  been  with  him 
at  the  time  when  his  decaying  strength  induced  his  earnest 
wish  to  see  you!  I  have  no  manliood  to  sustain  me  in  this 
great  calamity.  Cur  only,  precious,  too-much  loved  Son! 
Your  kind  expressions  of  esteem  for  him  touch  me  deeply, 
and  the  account  which  you  give  of  his  last  hours  lead  to 
the  hope  that  he  may  have  given  himself  to  his  Saviour  be¬ 
fore  he  was  taken  away.  Oh,  if  I  could  only  have  the  bless 
ed  assurance  that  my  dear  boy  was  at  peace  with  his  Redeem¬ 
er  it  seems  as  if  I  could  still  praise  God  for  his  wonder¬ 
ful  mercies,  terrible  as  are  his  chastisements!  Will  you 
add  to  your  kindnesses  by  letting  me  knew  the  address  of 
the  Captain  Cooley  who  was  with  him  during  the  time  that 
he  lay  in  the  hospital.  If  you  see  him  express  to  him  our 
deep  gratitude  for  his  kind  attentions  to  Richard,  and  ask 
him  if  he  will  not  add  to  our  obligations  to  him  by  writing 
us  fully  the  purport  of  all  that  passed  boti/sen  him  and 
Richard  during  the  tirria  the  poor  boy  lay  in  the  hospital. 

If  possible  furnish  ms  the  name  of  the  nurse  who  was  so 
kind  and  attentive  to  him,  and  his  direction,  as  I  should 
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like  to  forward  to  hlia  cons  tribiito  of  o\ir  appi'eciation  of 
his  kindness* 

How  torriblo  tho  thcrght  tlmt  the  poor  boy  died  so  en¬ 
tirely  amongst  strangers i  If  he  could  only  have  thought  to 
ha\^  sent  for  you  earlier.'  But  it  was  God's  will,  and  I  try 
to  b®  reconciled. 

In  Richards  last  lettor  but  one  he  said  that  he  had 
left  his  umbrolla  and  trunk  at  U*  S«  Quarter  Vaster 's  Store¬ 
house  a  at  Fortress  lionroe,  which  corroborates  your  statemant, 
Tvo  hope  they  may  be  returned  to  us  safely  by  express,  for 
you  cannot  appreciate  how  dear  to  us  is  every  memorial  of 
our  dear,  dead,  only  son. 

Dear  iir.  Prentice  may  God  watch  over  and  protect  you, 
and  greatly  bless  you  for  all  yoxjr  thoughtful  kindness  and 
may  He  havo  morcy  on  us  all  and  save  us,  and  bring  us  to¬ 
gether  at  the  last  whore  trial,  arid  suffering  shall  find  no 
existence. 

Very  Gratefully  &  Keep.  Yrs,  &c. 

Vark  Skinner 

Lieut.  Sartell  Prentice  .  ; 

U*  S.  A. 

I  have  tried  to  got  your  first  telegraph  repeated,  but 
fail.  Your  second  was  signed  S.  Fonts,  and  only  reached  us 
yesterday  morning.  The  telegraph  to  lir.  Scammon  made  all 
clear.  I  telegraphed  you,  but  foar  you  did  not  get  it." 


The  third  lotier  was  written  four  months  later  after  Father 
had  recovered  and  sent  to  Chicago  some  of  Richard's  property. 

"Chicago  Nov.  2d  1864 

Ky  Dear  Sir: 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  kind  favour,  and  for  the  trou¬ 
ble  you  have  taken  in  endeavouring  to  look  up  my  dear  sons 
valise.  I  hardly  hoped,  and  did  not  at  all  expect  that  it 
would  ever  be  recovered,  my  surprise  being  great  that  you 
were  enabled  to  recover  and  return  to  us  as  many  of  his  ef¬ 
fects  as  you  have.  I  know  you  can  fully  appreciate  how 
grateful  it  would  have  been  to  us  if  we  could  have  only 
had  the  opportunity  to  possess  ourselvas  of  such  ir^mentoes 
of  our  deaj*  child  as  the  contents  of  his  valise  necosoarily 
would  have  been,  -  his  most  familiar  and  accustoinad  arti¬ 
cles,  -  his  bible  and  probably  his  diary,  -  but  in  the  scat¬ 
tered  condition  of  such  articles  of  baggage,  the  loss  of 
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then  must  he  expected  and  ceems  almost  inevitable.  For  the 
added  particulars  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  dear 
boys  death  rxound  I  cm  great3y  obliged  to  you,  end  my  only  re¬ 
gret  is  that  I  have  not  been  able  porsonally  to  have  seen 
Captain  Cooloy,  and  obtained  from  him  the  details  which  you 
know  one  can  get  by  conversation,  but  which  almost  always  es¬ 
cape  the  meniory  or  era  overlooked  when  the  attempt  is  made 
to  reduce  the  circumstances  to  writing.  I  ha\'e  heard  it  in¬ 
timated  that  the  final  hemorrhage  which  so  suddenly  ended  his 
precious  life,  was  in  consequence  of  some  straining  that 
caused  the  bursting  of  a  blood  vessel.  As  you  have  never 
mentioned  it  I  suppose  that  you  did  not  hear  of  it.  I  have 
felt  a  groat  desi-re  to  know  the  geographical  position  of  the 
place  where  Richard  received  the  shot.  PYom  what  you  have 
heretofore  said  I  infer  that  the  place  must  liave  been  south 
of  Pstarsburgb,  and  a  little  east,  that  being  the  position 
of  the  extreme  left  wing  of  the  army  at  that  time  as  I  under¬ 
stood.  Herw  far  from  Fotersburgh  and  in  what  direction,  and 
indeed  the  position  of  the  place ,  is  what  I  am  interested  to 
know,  and  also  the  location  of  the  hospital  where  his  soul 
winged  its  flight  from  earth  to  its  final  abode.  God  grant 
in  infinite  mercy  that  he  may  have  found  admission  into  the 
presence  of  the  ever-pitying  ever-blessed  Cn©  whose  mercy 
endure  th  forever  I  Ch,  how  difficult  it  is  not  to  give  way 
to  a  sense  of  despair  and  even  of  bitter  complaint  that  the 
life  of  one  so  dear  and  precious  to  our  hearts  and  apparently 
so  needful  to  the  futTjro  of  our  family,  should  be  wasted  so 
frivolously  and  so  fruitlessly.  If  he  had  fallen  in  battle, 
if  in  giving  up  his  life  soma  valuable  end  had  been  obtained, 
if  by  such  an  ononuous  sacrifice  o\u*  country  had  obtained 
some,  even  the  slightest  benefit  it  does  seem  as  if  the  pang 
would  have  been  less  poignant.  But  it  was  the  will  of  the 
Allwise  that  so  it  should  bo,  and  I  can  only  bow  in  submis¬ 
sion,  repeating  with  an  anguished  heart  the  fearful  and 
pregnant  words  of  the  commandment  ‘visiting  the  iniquity  of 
the  parents  upon  the  children  &c.* 

I  enclose  a  letter  for  Captain  Cooley  which  I  wish  you 
would  read  and  if  consistent  properly  address  and  forward  to 
him.  I  had  thought  of  writing  Lieut.  French  also,  but  have 
concluded  to  wait  for  the  present. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  many  acts  of  kindness  and 
now  especially  for  this  renewed  Instance  of  your  thoughtful¬ 
ness  and  praying  a  merciful  Father  to  have  you  always  in  Kis 
holy  keeping  and  at  an  early  future  to  restore  you  uninjured 
and  in  health  to  your  family,  all  enjoying  the  same,  and  all 
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•tladwa  fit  ufod  xl^o  nao  I  bna**tari  bXuoria  11  oa  laril  aalwXXA 
boa  Iwltadl  aril  Itaad  baritlw^oa  oa  dllw  ^nllaaqat  «aolt 
lo  ’^liwptnl  adl  jntllalrV^noobrtBWBoa  adl^lo  abtow  Irranaatq 

•ioA  aatbllifo  adl  fioqw  alnataq  adl 
wot  dalw  X  riolda  t^^ooO  ttalqjiO  tol  tallaX  a  aeoXoita  V 
of  btawtol  bna  aaatbba  Inalalanroo  11  bna  baat  bXwow.^ 

arad  Iwd  ,o8la  donatt  .ItralJ  anllliw, lo  Irigwodl  bM  I  .«lri^ 

.Ineaatq  adl  tol  Haw  ol""babwXofioo 
bna  aaa<ibfild  lo  aloa  x'wa  twox  **ol  wox  ^/ildriadl  ni^A 

•  Iwlldgworil  tJJox  lo  aonalafil  bawanat  alril  tol 

•  IH  nl  axawla  oox  avad  ol  tadla?I  XiAlo**®®  •  salxaiq  bna  aaan 

.  batw^nlmr  uox  otolaat  ol,  wilwl*  bna  ^nlqaad  xl^*^ 

XXa  boa  ,a«ai  aril  ^nlxotna  XXa  ,^lial  twox  ol'^dlCaad  at  bna 
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other  needed  blessings,  I  ara 

Truly  yours 

ilark  Skinner 

Idrs.  Judge  Isham  with  Edward  and  his  family  and  Henry 
took  tea  wiih  us  last  evg.,  all  well*  l'.y  wife  and  daughter 
desire  to  be  kindly  reTTiembered,” 


It  must  have  been  about  the  time  of  Richard  Skinrier’s  death 
or  perhaps  earlier  that  Father  was  able  to  secure  a  place  in  the 
Georgetown  Hospital  for  General  Otis  whose  health  as  in  Father's 
case  and  like  many  others,  had  broken  d(7?m  under  the  work  and  ex¬ 
posure.  Among  the  old  papers  which  have  come  to  light  is  the  fol¬ 
lowing  undated  letter. 

I 

^Seminary  Hospital 

Georgetown,  D.  C. 

Friend  Sartell: 

I  arrived  here  day  before  yesterday  feeling  very  com¬ 
fortable.  ?7e  had  a  slow  but  quiet  trip.  I  think  I  shall 
remain  here  about  ten  days,  and  then  Journey  Northwards. 

I  met  Father  and  Achilles  here.  I  am  very  comfortably 
lodged  with  our  Regim.enial  Quart-eriimster .  Tfe  ere  tlie  sole 
occupants  of  the  room. 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  many  kindnesses  towards  me, 

•  and  I  hoj^  that  I  nay  yet  be  able  to  re-pay  you  in  some  way  - 
though  I  should  wish  it  to  be  under  different  circumstances. 

Truly  yours, 

'  '  Otis." 


On  Thursday,  June  23»  1864>  at  4*30  A.  M. ,  General  M.  R.  Pat 
rick  wrote  to  K^r,  Packer  Prentice  in  New  York  from  the  Provost 
V’Arshall  General's  Office  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac j- 


Dear  Packer: 

I  send  off  a  mall  at  8  this  morning  and  take  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  write  you  a  few  lines,  to  say,  that  I  saw  Sar- 
tell  yesterday;,  You  are  aware  that  he  has  been  in  Hospital 
some  few  days,  on  account  of  an  attack  of  pleuritic  charac¬ 
ter.  From  the  attack  itself  he  has  recovered,  but  is  weak 
still  and  unfit  to  march,  tho’  he  had  intended  to  Join  his 
Regt.  yesterday  if  I  had  not  so  strongly  objected.  It  is 
the  march,  he  tells  me,  more  than  the  duty,  that  comes  hard 
upon  him.  I  intended  to  have  written  you  on  Sunday  night. 
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I/aj ,  Sartell  Prentice 
Copied  from  a  photogi’aph. 
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as  I  had  Just  racd.  yr.  note,  and  Capt.  Schuyler  had  also 
seen  yr.  Brother  on  Saturday,  but  this  is  my  first  leisure 
for  irriting.  Foi^lor  (Feeler  Prentice,  Ifedical  Corps)  dined 
vith  us  on  Sunday,  as  ^  did  not  march  that  day.  Wo  aro 
clo??Xy  apprcaching  P^ichmond*  Wright  (6’  Corps)  ordered  yes¬ 
terday  to  Cold  Harbor,  on  our  left,  had  a  fight  3.aEt  night 
and  telegraphs  me  to  help  him  bring  up  some  500  Prisoners 
(\7hieh  will  bring  us  up  to  just  about  10,000  since  wo  start¬ 
ed,  4*  V&y).  Griffin  was  attacked  3  timos  in  the  early  part 
of  last  night,  but  repulsed  Johnny  handsomely.  It  was  a 
noisy  night.  The  2*  Corps  is  now  passing  to  the  left,  and 
the  18 ‘  (Baldy  Smith)  is probably,  at  Grapevine  Bridge, 

He  and  Burnsido  are  now  under  the  orders  of  Genl.  Meade  - 
who,  by  the  way,  is  the  only  one  that  handles  the  troops. 
Grant  looks  on,  orders  up  re-inf orcoments,  givos  stability 
and  assurance,  but  twice  has  given  orders  as  to  movements, 
both  of  which  were  blunders.  Were  he  to  command,  Lee  would 
use  us  up  speedily,  liaade,  tho*  personally  disagreeable  to 
serve  with  on  account  of  his  almost  devilish  temper,  handles 
troops  admirably.  We  move  in  a  few  minutes  and  I  can  only 

add  kind  regards  to  all  at  No,  9* 

Yours  Truly 

M.  R,  Patrick 

Col,  W.  P.  Prentice 
New  York.” 


As  has  been  stated,  Father  went  North  on  sick  leave,  on  July 
6th.  The  two  follc?sfing  months  were  sp>0nt  in  Albany  where  the 
ily  were  then  living  in  one  of  the  cottages  at  Mount  Hope,  and  I 
find  several  letters  addressed  to  him  there. 


"Chicago,  Sunday,  July  17th  1864. 

Vy  dear  Sartell: 

I  should  have  written  you  yesterday,  but  reflecting  tnat 
no  mail  left  until  this  evening  I  concluded  to  wait  untU  I 
should  have  the  peace  and  quiet  of  Sunday.  I  received  the 
letter  yesterday  that  Maddie  wrota  on  Monday  last,  and  we 
feel  thankful  enotigh  that  you  are  promising  to  get  along  so 
well.  •  «  •  I  notice  what  Siaddie  says  about  Richard  s 
trunk  &c.  Judge  Skinner  and  his  family  left  for  the  East  at 
the  sane  time  that  I  arrived  hero.  They  went  out  by  way  Ox 
Detroit  as  I  cane  in  from  Cleveland.  I  am  writing  today 

and  I  will  send  to  him  all  the  messages  I  have  for  him, 
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In  the  rear  row,  beginning  on  observer’s  left 

Snrtell  frentice  Henry  E.  Smith  - _ 

let  Lieut.  1st  Lieut. 

12th  U.  S.  Inf,  12th  U.  S,  Inf, 

Front  row,  beginning  on  observer's  left 


William  R.  Smedberg 
let  Lieut. 

14th  U.  S.  Inf. 


Richard  E,  Parker  Clarence  Cominr 
1st  Lieut.  ^ 

12th  U.  S,  Inf. 


•  _  Not®  addod  by  E.P.P.,  July  15,  1951.  This  plcturs,  be- 
wg  shown  to  Ladaoe  Florlan  Vurplllot  at  l!ount  Hops.  Wil- 

frortH™!  recognized  the  third  man 

from  the  left  in  the  rear  row  as  her  Father,  Lieutenant  or 
aptoin  ^rnard  Prontis  I'imrack,  an  officer  in  the  12th 
u.  S.  Infantry  during  the  Civil  War, 

I  well  remsEber  in  Chicago,  when  I  was  still  living  with 
y  parents,  that  my  Mother  once  showed  to  my  Father  a°plc- 
tore  of  a  group  of  officers  in  the  12th  Re^nt  and  aLed 

officers,  when  ny  Father  replied, 
tv,I  ®  little  hesitation:-  TThy  that  is  the  Englishman  with 
the  Musual  name.  I  ao  not  sure  that  at  that  time  -  over 
thii-ty  years  after  the  war  had  ended  -  my  Father  recalled 
the  name  of  the  Englishman  but  it  was  undoubtedly  Lleuterjinl 
or  Captain  Klmtiaek  shown  in  this  picture. 
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I  an  much  obliged  for  the  photograph  enclosed.  I  think 
it  excellent  tnit  it  looks  very  sad  and  fatigued  compared  with 
the  one  I  ha.ve  that  was  taken  in  Rochester. 

Henry  and  Charley  Rutter  have  told  m  all  about  Richai'd’s 
funeral.  The  reniains  rsachod  here  about  nina  o’clock  on  Thurs¬ 
day  night,  and  the  funeral  was  at  two  o’clock  on  Friday  after¬ 
noon.  Henry  says  that  it  was  vary  fully  attended.  The  remains 
have  not  j-et  been  interred,  but  are  placed  in  the  Comatery 
vault  for  tho  Judge  is  as  yet  undecided  what  to  do.  After  the 
funeral  was  over  Dr.  Rutter  opened  the  case  and  they  cut  off  a 
lock  of  hair,  I  believe  no  one  was  present  but  tho  Dr,  and 
one  or  two  other  friends. 

I  am  told  that  tho  Judge  seems  Buch  broken  down,  and 
though  always  perfectly  controlling  himself  ho  seemed  suddenly 
to  have  grown  years  older. 

Richard  when  going  to  his  Regiment  seems  to  have  had  an 
impression  he  should  not  return.  He  told  Charley  Rutter,  when 
coming  up  the  liississippi  River  that  ha  had  had  his  baptism  of 
water  and  was  now  to  undergo  a  baptism  of  blood,  -  and  when  he 
bade  him  good-bye,  bade  him  good-bye  forever.  It  is  a  sad 
thing  but  there  ore  many  like  it,  in  these  times.  When  will 
they  end?  I  someti-mes  fear  the  Country  will  be  tom  by  vio¬ 
lent  factions  for  many  years  and  that  the  old  Republic  and  its 
light  burdens,  safety  and  quiet  are  gone  almost  forever. 

I  had  a  letter  from  Fannie  yesterday.  Dear  little  Lizzie 
has  been  quite  ill,  but  is  all  right  again. 

Give  my  love  to  Kaddie,  and  Parmaloe,  and  present  my  com¬ 
pliments  to  your  family. 

Tours  sincerely, 

E.  S.  Is^iam." 


•  .  ’’Headquarters,  Army  of  tho  Potomac 

Office  of  Provost  Marshal  General 
July  23rd  1864 

Dear  Prentice: 

T?6  are  getting  alcng  nicely.  Wo  have  moved  into  a  very 
pretty  camp,  where  Art  has  helped  Nature  considerably. 

Dallas  of  ycoir  RegiiDent  io  here  as  A.D.C.  Wo  are  all 
busy  as  bees  of  course.  Leslie  io  off  iJi  Washington,  sick. 
Becki-Tith  and  Scovllle  at  City  Point,  all  well. 

I  am  in  a  hurry  so  excuse  brevity.  All  send  regards  and 
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wish  yov.  to  recover  your  health  shortly  and  be  with  us  once 
again. 

Yours  ever, 

Ph.  Schuyler, 

Lt,  S,  Prentice, 

Caro  of  Coimnercial  Bank, 

Albany." 

"Office  of  the  Provost  P^arshal  General 
Armies  operating  against  Richmond 
Tuesday  9  Aug't.  1864. 

Uy  dear  Prentice: 

I  rec<^.  yours  of  4'  on  Sunday  night  and  was  most  happy 
to  know  of  your  continued  though  slow  imjDrovam.8nt.  It  will 
not  be  advisable  to  hurry  back  in  the  belief  that  we  are  to 
be  quiet  and  that  you  can  gain  anything  here  in  the  way  of 
health.  Stay  where  you  are  until  strong  enough  to  bear  any 
sort  of  campaigning  -  then  coma  on,  but  not  before. 

Since  in  tho  disaster  of  the  30'  no  moveinents  have  been 
made  in  these  Armies  before  Richmond,  but  Torbert  and  Tfilson, 
with  their  Cavalry  Divisions,  have  gone  to  K^arylond  and 
Sheridan  has  gone  not  only  to  command  his  own  Cavalry,  but 
all  troops  (including  6th  &  19th  Corps)  belonging  to  these 
Armies.  If  you  hear  of  an  order  for  shipping  30,000  men 
from  here  do  not  be  surprised,  but  keep  silence. 

The  disaster  of  the  30'  ult.  has  developed  much  feel¬ 
ing  among  tho  officers  of  rank  in  these  Armies.  The  jeal¬ 
ousies  that  lay  at  the  root  of  all  our  mishaps  are  little 
known,  but  there  is  as  cnach  management  and  scheming  for  po¬ 
sition  amongst  our  Generals  as  amongst  our  politicians. 

Tho  Court  of  Inquiry  was  ordered  by  I'^eade,  as  is  generally 
believed,  to  forestall  the  action  of  higher  authority,  and 
enable  him  to  pack  the  Court.  The  Court  nK)t,  but  decided 
that  the  order  constituting  it  was  Illegal;  whereupon,  re¬ 
quest  was  made  of  Stanton  to  legalize  or  confirm  the  order 
of  L^eade.  This  was  granted  at  once,  and  the  'Court'  is  in 
full  blast i  I  have  a  lij^J^lj  hope  that  Hancock  will  not  be 
over  awed  by  l!oado,  but  make  a  thorough  exhibit  of  facts 
connected  with  and  bearing  upon  the  failure,  for  which  I 
am  sorry  to  say  I  cannot  but  regard  Woade  as  the  real  au¬ 
thor,  Even  after  the  failure  of  Burnside,  if  ^'eade  would 
have  allowed  it.  Volunteers  from  either  the  2nd  or  5th 
would  have  walked  into  Petersburg  almost  unharmed.  Yet 
keade  has  more  ability  than  any  other  of  our  Generals. 

^lat  it  is  to  be  afflicted  with  such  a  demoniac  temper! 
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It  is  ?«50ado*8  curse,  blighting  all  his  good  qualities* 

Re  go  on  as  usual.  All  the  heavy  work  ia  done  at  City 
Point,  PJid  it  is  very  hard  to  get  along  with  the  help  of  one 
Ohio  (100  day)  Reg't.  from  Butler,  and  Ey  20th  N.Y.;  yet  not 
any  more  can  I  get  and  this  Boming  I  am  sending  all  I  can 
spare  of  tlia  68th*  - 

Yours  truly, 

U,  R.  Patrick.  ■ 

Tuesday  9  P.  M. 

The  blo!?ing  up  of  the  Ordnance  Barge  today  at  City 
Point,  has  injTU’ed  Or.  Prentice’s  (Fowler  Prentice)  log. 
Ferguson  eavs  it  is  a  flesh  wound,  but  X  know  nothing. 

M.  R.  P.« 


’’Office  of  the  Provost  Harshal  General 

,  August  20th  1864 

Dear  Prentice: 

Ve  are  all  pegging  along  as  usual*  I  am  not  very  wall, 
but  hope  soon  to  be  better* 

Our  Regiments  -  the  12th  and  14th  -  have  been  suffering 
terribly,  so  the  report  is,  in  a  fight  of  yesterday  and  the 
day  before.  Foote,  Perry,  TTeir,  ^^cKibbin  and  O’Beinie  of  ny 
rogiinent  are  wounded.  Brady  also,  so  I  hear,  but  do  not  know 
certainly*  Dallas  has  gone  off  this  A. I!,  to  fird  out  all  the 
news  and  particulars  -  when  he  cones  in  this  afternoon  I  will 
close  this  letter  and  give  them  to  you* 

The  General  is  well  -  ditto  Beckwith,  Leslie  and  Sco- 
vllle, 

Dallas  has  returned*  Your  Regiment  rrumbera  48  men,  mine 
35  -  thirty  of  that  nrumber  arrived  yesterday.  The  two  regl-  . 
Bents  are  consolidated  under  Capt*  Stanhope  of  yours*  Capt.  . 
Newberry  (llth)  was  shot  through  tha  body  and  is  now  dead* 
Genl*  Hays  -  corn’d ’g  the  Brigade  -  is  a  prisoner,  also  Lieut* 
Brady  of  my  regiment,  his  A.A.C*  Fred  TTinthrop,  now  Col*  5th 
New  York  «•  commands  the  Brigade*  It  was  the  same  old  story  - 
Brigades  on  the  right  and  left  broke  and  put  for  the  rear, 
leaving  our  little  party  to  be  flanked  &c»  Those  that  escaped 
fought  their  way  out  with  clubbed  muskets  end  their  fists. 
Good-bye,  coma  down  soon* 

Yours  in  haste, 

Ph*  Schuyler.” 

r  , 

By  September  2l8t  It  appeetre  that  Father  vas  again  in  the 
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field,  and  serving  on  General  Patrick’s  staff. 


’’Camp  on  Weldon  R.R.,  Va, 
September  21,  ’64« 

Lient.  S,  Prentice 

12th  Inf.  U.S.A. 

Dear  Sin 

Yo\ir  note  of  the  14th  inst.  in  which  you  make  inquir¬ 
ies  in  regard  to  the  property  of  the  late  Lieut,  Skinner 
of  my  regiment  was  received  by  es  only  today.  ,  .  . 

I  regret  to  say  that  despite  ray  exertions  to  obtain 
Ih*.  Skinner’s  valise  I  have  as  yet  been  unsuccessful.  It 
was  not  as  I  anticipated,  at  Div.  Hd.  Qrs.  and  after  that 
no  clue  was  left  me  to  guido  my  search.  I  can  easily  ap¬ 
preciate  the  value  placed  on  the  valise  by  the  parents  of 
Wr,  Skinner  who  tho’  comparatively  only  a  short  time  with 
the  regiment  was  universally  esteemed,  and  feel  extremely*' 
sorry  for  the  afflicted  parents  that  I  have  been  unable 
to  find  the  effects  of  the  deceased. 

Very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  obe”^.  Serv*^. 

Theo.  Schwann, 

Lieut.  10th  Infty., 
Reg.  Qr.  Mr.” 


**Offlc0  of  Provost  Marshal  General 

Armies  operating  against  Richmond ,Va, 
City  Point,  Va,  Oct  23rd  1864 

My  dear  Parents: 

It  is  a  quiet  Sunday  evening,  and  except  for  the  steady 
tread  of  the  sentry  and  the  loud  and  continuous  singing  of 
the  negroes,  in  their  camps,  I  could  almost  imagine  myself 
in  the  North.  It  is  not  often  that  by  any  stretch  of  imag¬ 
ination  one  can  discover  anything  homelike  here,  and  even 
as  I  write;  the  drums  from  two  different  camps  strike  up  for 
’retreat.’ 

Everything  with  us  is  very  quiet.  I  fancy  the  fight  in 
the  Valley  may  delay  us  here  soioewhat.  The  6th  and  19th 
Corps  were  under  orders  for  this  place  and  were  daily  expect¬ 
ed,  They  will  now  however,  hardly  be  able  to  leave  there  I 
suppose,  for  the  present.  From  what  we  have  heard  hero, 
Sheridan  seems  to  have  snatched  a  glorious  victory, 

TIith  us  wo  have  constant  picket  firing,  especially  at 
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nlpht  along  tha  2nd  Corps  line,  and  more  or  lees  constant  ar¬ 
tillery  firing.  As  I  write,  I  hear  the  roar  of  guns  over  on 
the  right  along  Butler’s  line. 

We  are  having  very  pleasant  fall  weather.  Yesterday  was 
the  first  and  only  really  cold  blustering  day  we  have  had. 

It  was  real  cold  tho’  yesterday. 

The  General  has  had  an  addition  put  onto  his  house  and 
is  now  very  comfortable.  He  has  an  electric  battery  and 
hoj^s  to  receive  much  benefit  from  it. 

I  am  well. 

Love  to  all. 

Your  affectionate  son 
Sorts 11.” 


In  Kovomber,  Father  being  again  unable  to  perform  duty  General 
Patrick  reported  the  fact  to  the  War  Departmont,  and  later  as  tho 
correspondence  shows  took  the  matter  up  in  a  personal  interview 
wilh  the  Secroiary  with  tha  result  that  on  February  1st  1865  a  sf^- 
cial  order  was  sent  from  tho  War  Department  directing  Captain  Sar- 
tell  Prentice  to  report  in  person,  without  delay  to  Lt.  Col.  F. 
Townsend,  Superintendent  of  Voluiiteer  Recruiting  Service,  at  Al¬ 
bany  for  temporary  roistering  and  disbursing  duty. 

There  he  remained  for  about  a  year  until  ha  resigned  in  1866, 
In  the  meanwhile ,  tha  disease  which  long  was  most  feared  -  tuber- 
closis  of  tha  lungs  -  ultimately  proved  t-o  be  a  mistaken  diagnosis. 
Other  difficulties,  however,  less  thought  of  at  first  proved  more 
stubborn.  Icuch  of  this  history  is  outlined  in  tha  folloT^ing  cor¬ 
respondence. 


”Ctty  Point,  November  15th  1864 

Brv^.  Brig,  Gen^.  Townsend 
Ass't.  AdJ't  General 

U.  S.  Amy,  Washington. 

General: 

Permit  me  to  make  a  statement  in  regard  to  Lieut.  Sartell 
Prentice,  12th  Inf’ty  now  on  duty  with  m.e. 

About  the  10th  of  June  last  at  Cold  Harbor,  Lieut,  Pren¬ 
tice  who  had  been  very  ill  on  the  cam.paign  end  in  Hospital, 
had  rejoined  his  Regiment,  but  was  unable  to  do  duty  with  it. 
UnwiDing  to  leave  the  field,  ho  was  assigned  to  light  duty 
on  my  staff,  and  remained  with  me  until  about  the  6th  of  July 
when  he  was  sent  North  very  ill.  In  September  he  returned 
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but  partially  rscovered,  and  still  very  feeble. 

As  he  is  ’wholly  unfit  to  reinain  in  the  field  permit  ko 
to  suggest  that  if  he  could  be  could  be  assigned  to  sone  Bu¬ 
reau  duty  in  the  North  during  the  winter  where  he  could  live 
in  quarters  and  take  care  of  himself,  he  might  be  prepared 
to  enter  again  upon  actii'e  service  with  the  opening  of  spring. 

I  am  General, 

Very  respect’y. , 

Yr.  Mo.  Obt.  Serv‘d., 

M.  R.  Patrick 
Pro.  Mar.  Gen. 

A.O.A.R.” 


"Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac 

Office  of  Provost  Marshal  General 
Dec.  14th  1864 

Dear  Prentice: 

Your  letter  of  the  10th  received  this  evening.  .  •  . 

The  5th  Corps  lias  returned  from  a  very  tough  time.  I 
have  seen  Fred  Winthrop,  l^rgent  and  Sinclair,  They  played 
the  devil  with  the  Weldon  R.Rd, 

We  are  putting  up  winter  quarters.  I  hope  we  will  re¬ 
main  quiet  long  enough  to  enjoy  them.  Please  write  again. 

Yours  truly, 

Ph.  Schuyler, 

Lieut.  Prentice,  12th  U.S.Inf. 

Piermont,  New  York," 


"Chicago,  Monday,  January  30  1865 

My  dear  Sartell: 

TTe  have  received  laddie’s  letters  and  feel  very  solicit¬ 
ous  for  you.  But  what  she  says  your  physicians  told  you  is 
just  what  they  told  me  when  in  Cambridge.  Judge  Skinner  and 
I  were  talking  about  it  this  moming,  and  wo  both  believe 
that  if  you  were  to  come  here  you  would  recover.  I  have 
written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Washburn  and  hive  asked  him  to  get 
you  ordered  by  the  N'ar  Department  oither  to  Now  York  (the 
letter  was  written  a  good  while  before  Mother’s  letter  about 
your  health)  or  to  Chicago,  and  told  him  I  wanted  to  have  you 
relieve  Capt,  Pomeroy,  ,  ,  , 

If  you  are  ordered  here,  come  at  once,  A  good  place 
shall  he  provided  for  you,  and  I  firmly  believe  you  will  be 
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better  off  here  than  anywhere  else  in  the  Tforld. 

Affectionately  yours  always, 
E.  S.  Isham.” 


"City  Point  9  Feby.  '65 

Dear  Prentice J 

I  returned  from  Washington  last  week  after  an  absence 
of  nine  days,  a  something  that  has  occurred  but  once  before 
since  I  Joined  the  Ai-my* 

Business  had  long  required  my  presence  there,  but  the 
relations  existing  between  the  War  Secretary  and  myself  wore 
such  as  to  make  business  there  disagreeable.  However,  I 
went  about  it,  and  was  successful  in  all  things  asked  for, 
including  a  Icng  interview  with  Secretary  Stanton  on  mat¬ 
ters  personal  -  a  settlement  of  old  scores  with  him.  He  be¬ 
haved  badly  at  first  but  changed  his  bearing  tmd  treated  me 
as  the  Diplcxnats  say  with  distinguished  consideration. 

The  Staff  officers  ere  all  well  and  desire  kind  re¬ 
gards.  I  gave  them  the  contents  of  your  lett-er  at  mess 
table  last  night.  T7e  hope  that  this  relief  from  anxiety 
that  the  order  will  bring  you  and  the  change  to  an  Albany 
climate,  with  the  care  and  comforts  of  home,  may  reinstate 
you  in  health.  When  in  Washington  several  things  wore 
talked  over  in  regard  to  duty  for  you,  but  this  seemed 
the  best  and  after  some  delay  it  was  granted.  I  am  very 
glad  it  is  so  satisfactor;/  to  all  concerned. 

Schuyler  came  down  yesterday  and  goes  up  this  reornii'.g. 
Capt.  Oliver  (late  of  Warren's  staff)  has  taken  I'cEntiro's 
place,  ITcEntire  and  Leslie  and  Winfield  are  promoted  in 
the  20'.  Capt.  Potter  3rd  Pa.  Cav'y  took  Leslie's  place. 
Col.  Sprague,  late  AdJ .  Gon^.  of  New  York,  is  staying  here, 
the  11th  Inf'y  of  which  he  is  Lieut.  Colonel  having  report¬ 
ed  to  me.  Sprague  has  the  New  York  Senators  on  a  paper 
for  his  promotion  as  a  Brig.  Genl.  Brv^.  Sharps  has  been 
brevetted  without  any  political  influence.  Ikjade  has  gl\'en 
him  a  letter  since.  No  one  else  in  my  Department  has  teen 
noticed,  and  when  I  called  more  particular  attention  to 
Schuyler  end  Beckwith  he  (Hoeade)  told  me  that  he  recommend¬ 
ed  none  but  heads  of  Departments,  although  all  his  personal 
staff  wore  promoted. 

The  weather  has  been  very  pleasant  most  of  the  winter 
but  ice  in  the  Potomac  has  interfered  greatly  with  our  op¬ 
erations.  Peace,  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  not  in  the  hearts  of 


t  i 


dos  . .  .  .. 

-  ,,■  ‘  Vt.> _ _ _ 

•*  .* ,  ,  .bltow  #di“  ni  ©aid  dTwdw^fUi  naxl^  dTarf-cIlio 

■#*%  ycx^vla  anfo^  xl©i‘andli»©llA 


^  . 


".n^sl  mZ  ,9 


ea»  .Xdo%  e  itdo^ 


laoli’oaTl  TJied 


¥■ 


•DiTsadi  na  •x^t'tB  iaew  fio^ntdaaW  ootl  b©nruy;»tit  I 

dTolad  ©0(10  tiM  bsTarooo  ead  lBAt  jrtldiaao*  b  *^2 

•i^btA  ©fit  banlol  I  ©©iiJtB 

©rii  iud  ,«©di  ©0fl5«©Tq  yn  b®tlt/p©t  bt©niei/« 

^  ©*!©¥  TI©*X*  bflB  ^bJOIOBS  IBH  Bri.^  n99Pf&d  ^ntSBlX9  §£toI'fB£B‘t 

t  I  ,lfT©WOH  .«X<fB90TC3B8lb  BTBrfi  BaBtllawd  e3(B«  BB  dOJIl 

7\f  ,Tol  bBslBB  b^itM^  XIb  ffl  Xi/^BBeoout  iflw  bnB  ,ti  ^uodB  SnBW 
f  -tBB  rto  nofaafZ  xTBieiBB®  d^iw  ©Biv'ied'ol  yoX  b  yiibcrXofll 

•  6d  «H  ••td  dtlw  BB*soOB  bXo  \o  SnwBlSSBB  B  •  XBnoo*t®q 
9m  bBtBBXt  b/tB  aoiiiod  elri  bBiaarfo  li/d  iaill  ^b  ^Xbad  bBVBd 

•  nottB^abteaoo  bodeli/BOi^Xd  ittiw  x®®  8i«a>X'<(X(l  ©di  bb 
*  -Bi  bnid  BTiaab  boa  XX«M8  IXb  btb  aiaolllo  'i'MZ  9dT 

>  -  Bitm  ibJ^bX  lucfx  lo  BfUBSmoo  otiS  modf  vtb^  t  ^BbiBj 

P'  *j^dlxnB  «otl  ItXXdi^aidit  fsdf  atjod  eT  •i'd^ld  isaX  tXdB^ 

yrtodlA  ru  ot  ©^nado  sdi  bnB  ucry  ^nlid  CXlw  ttb'io  ©di  dad#  ' 
BtatenianL  XM  t®ood  to  aiTioiJisoB  bna  ©tbo  »df  tiflm  ,BtBra2X9 
*  '  ©’raw  tg/ildd  laiawaa  fio,fSflld*BW  aJt  narilf  *diXBwd  ^ixl  i/ox 

ta-  bBitaoB  eUf  fud  ^aox  lo^  ^^ifb  of  biBsai  fit  ^awo  bo^Xad 

^JTBV  SB  I  •  batflBTJ  BBW  dX  ©SOB  ’ladlB  bOB  tOOd  odf 

'f  •bamoonoa  XXa  od  ^^ro^oaleldsB  oBt-eb  tl  baXj 
.3atn'to9(  etflt  qis  ®eo3  bna  ^abtedB©^  owcib  eaaa  'taX^t^^  '* 
8*oxtfnSo*i  nedBt  aad  (‘ilade  E^noruTf  lo  ©daX)  lavXXO  .dqwO 
oJt  badofloiq  BTB  bXailnlW  bfla  bIXbbJ  bna  aiilnSoU  .oDBiq 
.eoBXq  a*6iX8aa  Aoof  x'v’bO  .§<1  .dqaO  .*0S  edt 

^•lad  j.iX^ada  at  ^d'loT  wei!  lo  .^noO  ,eir3BTq2  ,loO 

•X’loqwT  3/itTBd  lanotoO  .tcffU  tt  ad  doldv  lo ’t*!**^  dtll  add 
,  t  laqaq^B  no  anoianeS  i'toT  wwH  ad^  ead  atr^BTqS  •aa'o^  ba 
na»d  ead  aqiade  .XrwO  .jl-ta  B  aa"  noiXoaonq  atd  lol 

aovl)  tad  abaoM  .aonaullot  XBolAtXoq  ^na  iixodttw  bof& ©Toid 
naad  aad  tnMiiaqad  x®  o«Xa  ano  oV  »Boati  faitaX  a  atd 
at  aolfet§ffj9  tMli/olfLaq  aiooi  baCXao  I  nadw  bna  ,baotton 
-bnaasooBi  ad  ,tBdi  ea  bCoi  (abaeEl)  Bri  ditwdoaS  bna  teXx*^do8 
Xanoimaq  aJtd  llB’d^tfodflM  ,aXnd«d'Xflqtd  lo  ebati  .tinf  anon  be 

.ba^oajoiq^oiafr  llait 

fatal  w  ©lit  lo  fsom  fftnai^lq  xiev^  (food  aad  fodtaow’^edT 
-qo  *Ufo  dtfw  xXtaof^  bwfolfatfil  tad  ojaofo^  tdt  nl  aol  tt/d 
lo  utfBtd  tdt  aJt  ton  tl  x®*  ^  X^'tot  oa  I  itoaa^  ,anoltaft 


A 


i  •  Is  .i'.  i<^HlJi"l 


4lr 


E.  Parmalee  Prentice 


riil'-tLjlit' 


ailr^iTTi  liiiiriiai#^Sii^ 


July  1865,  aged  two 


years 


»  ’4 

I 


■kTK 


_  :•  4^- 


,1  ..^ 


4  . 


) 


jTrfmr 

ooJtiao'A  seCAiruil  «3 


Tjv  /*,» 

r,X-  T>>ftd  .^-  " 

'  •  fcf'gl  1 1  ‘  *•'**  ' 


:  •<  flit  ,8*ZBflx 
"v  "•  *i<l 


.'•IS  "W 


.  ^  V 


.1 


a 


.  •  • 

k  '  ^  ^  _  -  -  ** 

,  iiii  r  I  *'  I 

"  ..  :,  ■ 


:y 


IS  -i  ^  •  t 

y  ,  *  ,t.  .•■’^  •  '  (HT”  ■  -•I  fi»4 

Ji®-  .-j  .wt.  =  ■>'*v/^. 


207 


Reb.  leaders,  as  you  will  see  from  their  papjers  very  soon* 

Yours  truly, 

15.  R.  Patrick, 

V^j.  S.  Prentice 
Mount  Hope, 

AJ.bany .  ” 

”N0W  Haven,  March  12th  1865 

Pear  Prentice:  ,  ,  4  xu4 

You  will  bo  surprised  that  Father  and  I  are  back  In  this 

place.  I  received  your  letter  just  before  leaving  New  Orleans, 
in  which  vou  informed  me  of  your  promotion  and  honor  by  brevet. 
You  proposed  that  I  should  drink  a  sherry  cobbler  to  your 
health.  I  told  Putnam  -  your  old  Captain,  now  j .  and  A.D.C, 
on  Gcnl.  Canby’s  staff  -  and  we  went  together  and  had  two  good 

straight  whiskies  in  honor  of  yourself. 

I  wish  you  would  coso  over  and  see  the  Genl.  -  he  will  be 

here  for  soine  days.  •  .  • 

Your  affectionate  friend 
B.  K.  Roberts.” 


«New  Haven,  April  2nd,  1865 

Dear  Prentice: 

After  we  went  back  to  New  Orleans  last  summer  the  Genl. 
was  put  in  command  of  all  the  Cavalry  Dep't.  of  the  Gulf,  as 
you  know.  General  Davidson  started  out  on  a  raid  from  Baton 
Rouge,  and  as  it  was  a  good  chance  for  me  to  see  a 
field  service  I  persuaded  Father  to  let  me  go  with  him  ^oen 
Davidson)  on  his  staff,  I  had  a  hard  ride  for  fifteen  oays. 

Father  vaa  relieved  from  duty  as  Chief  of  Cavalry,  that 
office  being  abolished  throughout  the  Army  by  orders  from 
Genl,  Halleck,  and  was  sent  up  to  Memphis  to  command  the 
District  of  TTest  Tennessee  which  was  the  best  command  he 
has  had  since  the  War.  Before  the  Genl.  ,fent  there  Imd 
applied  to  be  ordered  to  appear  before  the  Board  of  Oiii- 
cers  now  convened  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  to  examine  all 
breech-loading  arms  and  report  upon  them  with  a  view  ol 
adopting  some  one  in  the  service,  -  in  order  that  he  might 
bring  his  arm  before  the  Board.  This  application  was 
strongly  endorsed  by  Genl.  Canby.  After  we  had  ean 
Memphis  about  a  month,  the  Genl.  received  the  desired 
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order.  ... 

I  wont-  up  to  Faraijigt-on  to  see  Judgo  Sktiuier  s  two 
girls  fet  Mips  Porter’s  school.  They  were  vory  \?ell. 

/dl  send  lo\^  to  you  arid  Maddie  aud  tho  ‘Boy.’  Writa 


to  rio  coon. 


Your  affoctionats  friend 
B.  K.  Roberts.” 


”Nqw  Kai^n,  Ccnn.  (No  data  but 
probably  written  April  16,  l£65) 


Dear  Sar tells  ..... 

I  arrived  hero  lact  Blonday  in  tho  evening  and  in  Now 

York  the  next  Esorning.  liueh  to  ry  surpriso  tho  Genl.  walked 
into  By  Uncle  Dick’s  office  about  11  o’clock.  He  was  obli'red 
to  com  through  Now  York  City  on  business  inst^jad  of  going  to 
llioa  by  the  way  of  Springfield  aj3  ho  oxpoctod. 

In  New  York  I  called  to  see  Judgo  Ithas  at  his  office 
but  did  not  find  him.  Tho  gentlcsan  I  saw  said  he  did  not 
coEB  to  town  v/hen  it  is.inod.  It  ^Taa  raining  then.  I  left  a 
note  for  the  Judge  tilling  hia  I  had  juet  returned  froia  a 
visit  to  you  and  sending  ^y  lo\^  to  all  the  fsEiily  not  cait** 

ting  t^i0  ’Boy.’  , 

Ttliat  horrible  m.d  shocking  news,  yesterday,  of  the  ocath 

of  our  !BU.Gh  lovad  and  respected  President.  How  my  blood 
boiled  when  I  read  the  news  on  tho  E\ill©tin  Board.  As  I  case 
up  tho  min  stroot  in  this  city,  almost  every  mn  I  z&st  was 
in  tears,  and  I  nust  confess  I  fcimd  myself  in  the  saine  pre- 


dicaaeat  bofore  I  reached  hoise. 

Now  Havon  was  crapod  in  mourning  from  one  end  of  the 
city  to  the  other.  The  bolls  woro  tolled  and  the  Hayor 
called  a  neoting  at  lioon  on  tiiS  Green  where  a  large  crowd 
acsoffiblod.  They  wore  addressed  by  six  or  eight  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  this  place.  I  can  tall  you  that  they 
did  not  express  such  sympathy  for  the  leaders  of  this  great 

Rebellion.  ,,  . 

The  Gon^.  is  trying  to  get  permission  to  pRtiQ  chrough 

Washington  on  his  way  to  Tennesoee.  I  hope  he  eiay  because 
it  brings  usthor©  about  the  tis^e  of  the  late  Proaident  a 


funeral.  .  .  . 

Kind  regards  to  all  of  your  foiaily. 

Your  affocticnate  friend 

B.  K.  Roberts.” 
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*’Haadquarters  District  of  T?est  Tennessee 
Memphis,  Tenn,  V^ay  7th  1865 


Dear  Sarto 11s 

Hera  I  am,  Tfith  the  Gen^.  back  again  in  I/^einphis,  atrait- 
ing  the  resignation  of  Gon^.  Tfashburn  to  be  accepted  when 
the  Gen^  .  takos  ccrjaand  of  this  District  again.  The  Gen^. 
did  not  go  to  Uachington  as  he  expacted,  Ke  applied  for 
permission  to  visit  that  ’Sacred  Ground’  but  did  not  re¬ 
ceive  an  answer  before  ho  loft. 

We  left  New  York  the  day  the  President’s  body  ras  there, 
on  our  way  to  Nashville  where  wo  reported  to  Gen^.  Thoms 
and  finally  vfound  up  in  this  place.  Is  Maddie  with  you? 

Also  the  ’Boy’?  If  so  give  my  love  to  bar  and  tell  her  not 
to  forget  my  room  in  her  house.  Don’t  let  the  Boy  forget 


his  Uncle  Ben, 

Sartoll,  you  don’t  kno^  how  I  long  for  the  North  again,- 
the  weather  here  is  too  much  for  ise. 

All  along  dam  this  river  we  have  cavalry  on  the  look¬ 
out  for  Jeff  Davis.  The  river  is  also  lined  with  gunboats 
for  the  sama  purpose,  I  think  that  with  the  reward  offered 
and  the  vigilance  used  we  will  be  able  to  catch  him  if  ho 
attempts  to  crocs  the  River  between  this  place  and  New  Or¬ 
leans, 

I  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon,  ,  ,  , 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

B,  K.  Roberts.” 


”N0W  Haven,  Conn,  5th  Sept.  1865 

My  dear  Majorj 

I  have  made  my  p3.anB  for  a  flying  trip  North  with  Ik's. 
Roberts.  •  ,  •  trying  to  isaka  hay  while  the  sun  shines. 
shot  and  arms  have  come  into  favour  at  last,  and  while  I 
have  a  few  days  at  iccy  command  I  hope  to  turn  them  to  a  prof¬ 
itable  account.  The  prospect  now  is  that  my  plan  for  breech¬ 
loaders  will  bo  adopted  by  the  Government,  as  well  as  my  shot. 
The  stock' of  my  emooth-bores  is  rising  and  I  expect  to  get 
them  favourably  before  the  publ5c,  I  have  CK-de  great  inprove- 
ments  in  my  arms  since  I  saw  you,  in  applying  thorn  to  the 
netallic  cartridges;  and  the  Remingtons  are  now  finishing 
one  of  the  old  smooth  bore  Miskots,  changed  into  a  breech 
loader  on  my  plan.  I  now  outrange  the  rifles  and  boat  them 
in  precision.  In  spite  of  all  obetaclos  and  opposition  I 
have  cleaned  the  field.  The  Secretary  of  T/ar  is  now  on  pry 
side,  and  I  am  in  what  ho  calls  ’a  big  fight'  with  the  Ord- 
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nance  PepartKsnt.  •  •  • 

I  left  Ben  with  Gon^.  Thcaas  at  Nashville,  but  ha  is 
quite  hoEssiek  and  writes  his  Mother  that  that  city  is  one 
of  t>io  Eiost  tiresojisc  and  uninteresting  places  in  the  world. 
Pon  bne  done  vory  roll,  has  siad©  mny  friends  and  promises 
to  make  a  substantial  officer.  ... 

Tru!-y  yours, 

-  B.  K,  Roberts.** 


From  this  time  until  we  roved  to  Chicago  in  1S79,  Father  was 
out  of  business,  trying  to  regain  his  health.  Curing  the  fifteen 
years  in  which  we  remined  in  /Albany,  Father  was  not,  however,  en¬ 
tirely  without  occupation.  He  had  at  one  tlm  an  interest  in  a 
bookstore,  later  in  a  card-board  box  mnufactory.  Ho  was  active 
as  a  director  in  the  Ccsrflorcial  Bank  and  in  the  Street  Railway 
Company,  algo  as  an  officer  of  charitable  corporations,  the  Al¬ 
bany  Hospital  and  the  Albany  Oi'phan  Asylum. 

On  October  16th  1665,  his  second  son  was  bom  at  Mount  Hope, 
and  nawed  for  Mother’s  father,  Pierrepont  Ishaa  Frentice.  On 
Saptoaber  30th  1867,  in  a  house  which  wo  then  occupied  on  Hawk 
Street  between  State  Street  and  Washington  Avenue  -  a  location 
now  included  in  the  space  covered  by  tbs  State  Capitol,  Father’s 
third  son  was  born  and  named  for  Father  by  my  ^ther. 

Note  by  F.P.P.,  1954*  On  Novoaber  19,  1865,  my  great¬ 
grandmother,  Jemima  Parmeleo  Prentice,  died.  It  was  possi¬ 
ble,  perhaps,  that  I  coiO.d  have  remostered  her,  for  my  Lbthor 
usod  to  cay  that  Great-grandmother  Jesalma  was  very  fond  of 
BO,  frequently  holding  me  on  her  lap.  Hy  cousin,  Jessie 
Prentice  (£5rs.  Jolm  W.  Dodsworth) ,  a  daughter  of  my  Grand¬ 
father's  younger  brother,  James,  rojoembered  her  Grandmother 
Jemima  vary  wall,  and  seemad  to  think  my  forgetfulness  a 
mark  of  irrosponcivanoss  on  my  part,  but  Jessie  three 
years  older  than  I,  and  three  years  in  early  childhood  is 
a  great  disparity  of  age.  I  wish,  indeed,  that  my  memory 
bad  been  better,  for  Great-grandmother  was  born  on  February 
23,  1773 


In  the  good  old  colony  days 
When  w©  all  lived  under  the  King, 

and  her  life  with  mine  covers  a  consecutive  period  of  over  a 
hundred  and  eighty-ona  years. 
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Parmalee  and  Piorrepont  Prentice 
Copied  from  a  photograph  taken  in  1867, 
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I  find  no  family  correspondenco  of  this  period  buf  +bnT*« 
a  letter  of  some  interest  from  an  officer  eLtioned^ Inlets!  '' 


V.y  dear  Prentice; 


^’San  Antonio  j  June  10th,  1866 


+  b«  ^  Antonio  -  I  believe  the  best  pJace  in 

officers  say,  -  but  the 

Yo^d^rfT  such  peopl^ 

llL  Ihe  plr+h  resignat^nf  I 

^‘J^tonio  is  the  largest  place  in  the  State,  and  I 

tr^«  5""^  business,  as  there  is  an  extensive 

der^Tbl^;!'^  settlements.  You  would  won- 

+^n  Mn  •!  you  would  look  out  on 

the  Military  Plaza  of  a  morning.  They  drive  ten  j.^lr  of  ox- 

and  the  crack  of  the  whips  reminds  me 
of  the  field  in  front  of  Petersburgh.  It  is  astonishing 
the  report  they  E^ke.  ^ 


ihcj  people  in  this  St-ate  have  not  been  whipped  yet,  and 
they  know  nothing  of  submission.  They  will  hold  up  their 
dresses  when  they  pass  you  in  the  street,  or  talk  about  you 
as  damned  Yankees  when  you  are  near  them.  The  frfexicans  live 
by  themselves  and  speak  their  own  language.  They  have  very 
little  to  do  with  the  Americans  -  all  they  care  for  is  to 
get  their  money.  The  poor  degraded  African  lives  on  the  of¬ 
fal  and  leavings  from  the  tables  of  Americans  and  ^k)xicano. 
They  are  the  most  degraded  set  of  human  beings  on  tte  face 
of  this  earth,  -  and  they  will  not  work.  I  was  an  aboli¬ 
tionist,  but  I  new  think  the  negro  was  better  in  slavery 
than  out  of  it. 


The  Mexican  houses  are  all  of  one  story  with  plaster 
roofs  and  flat  tops.  The  only  money  used  hero  is  silver  - 
you  cannot  buy  anything  with  green-backs.  I  had  $100  paper 
money  changed  for  silver  getting  $66.00.  You  see  an  offi¬ 
cer  8  pay  will  not  go  far .  A  store  room  -  very  small  - 
rents  for  $500  a  month  -  $6,000  a  year.  Boarding  for  myself 
and  wife  $100  silver  per  month.  I  expset  to  go  North  this 
suminer  on  recruiting  service,  and  if  they  ever  get  me  back 
here  again  may  I  be  shot.  .  .  . 

How  are  the  two  babies?  I  would  like  to  see  them. 

How  is  ?.!rs.  Prentice?  ... 

Give  me  a  good  long  letter.  You  must  know  that  we  out 
in  this  country  read  letters  over  until  they  are  engraven 
on  our  memory.  Good-bj^, 

J .  B .  Parke . ” 
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Parmlee,  aged  four  and  a  half  years; 
Pierrepont,  aged  two  years,  three  months. 
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In  1868,  Father’s  condition  being  such  as  to  Croat©  great 
anxiety  he  went  in  the  spring  to  Bermuda*  The  foll<^iDg  letter 
was  addressed  by  I?tr.  Esra  P.  Prentice  to  hia  cistar  Candace. 

’’Mount  Hops,  liarch  12,  1868 

Sieter:- 

I  was  hosoe  in  good  tiiaa  yosterday  and  found  all  well, 

,  •  '  both  at  Sartoll’s  and  here.  The  lunch  you  and  Caliota  were 

r;  :  .thoughtful  enough  to  send  over  to  Packer's  was  highly  ap- 
predated  and  contributed  its  share  to  a  pleasant  trip.  .  ^  ; 

The  whole  thing  now  eesns  like  a  dream  -  that  I  have  been 
to  Now  York  and  really  fiont  Sartoll  off  to  sea.  The  night- 
aaro  is  finished  of  our  leaving  the  poor  fellow  looking 
as  miserablo  as  ho  did  on  that  dirty  brig,  all  alcsio  with 
Dtrangero.  Still  I  think  it  was  the  bast  thing  we  could 
do.  I  do  not  believe  that  coEjany  of  parsons,  who  he  know 
were  going  on  his  account,  would  liave  Bade  it  any  Eoro  com¬ 
fortable  for  him.  We  shall  of  coures  be  very  anxious  to 
know  what  the  effect  of  sea  air  is  upon  hin.  The  change 
will  be  complete  in  his  habits,  and  I  can  but  hope  it  will 
provQ  to  be  the  one  he  needs.  I  do  not  intend  to  borrow 
trouble.  Philena,  I  think  is  quite  content,  new,  to  have 
It  as  it  is. 

Mary  and  Mrs  Ishaa  were  down  here  to  dinner  day  before 

'  yesterday  and  were  both  pretty  well. 

We  have  had  no  letters  you  care  about  since  I  went  away* 
There  is  still  a  good  deal  of  enow  about  here,  and  the  ice 
in  the  River  is  apparently  as  strong  as  ever.  Some  sleighs 
are  stiU  out,  though  we  go  altogether  with  wheels. 

The  girls  aro  mking  great  calculations  about  going 
down  next  week.  They  have  tieketc  for  Dickens,  so  I  sup- 
-  pose  that' is  settled  for  the  present. 

IPith  kind  regards 
I  am  &c. 

E.P.P." 


Returning  ooaetias  In  l!ay  Father  loft  Mother  and  the  chil- 
dren  at  Piermont  with  Judge  and  I'rs.  Isham  and  early  in  July  went 
to  the  Northwest.  L\ich  of  the  correspondence  of  July  and  August 
of  this  year  has  been  presei*ved. 

'  "Mount  Hope  July  1st  1868 

My  dear  much-abused  Brother: 

I  feel  as  guilty  as  you  could  wish  for  this  long  neg- 
lectl  But  as  wo  have  been  so  busy  sewing;  and  the  weather 
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has  been  so  hot  that  v?q  have  cade  little  progress  with  any¬ 
thing.  However,  1*11  be  a  good  correspondent  now. 

To  begin  with  little  Thankful  -  Packer's  babyl  Wouldn't 
you  like  to  see  her?  She  is  very  beautiful  -  large  for  her 
age,  with  great  dark  eyes  and  soft  curly  light  hair,  and  fair 
coEplexicn;  tiny  hands  and  feet  toot 

As  I  wrote  laddie  today  you  will  probably  get  everything 
froB  her  as  well  as  some  bits  of  city  gossip,  so  I'll  give 
you  another  budget. 

Father  and  Mother  are  better  than  usual  this  summer. 
Father  spoke  of  it  as  relating  to  himself  a  little  while 
ago.  They  have  postponed  their  visit  to  Now  York  and  Brook¬ 
lyn  for  the  present.  I  had  a  good  letter  from  Ida  yester¬ 
day.  They  are  home  again  and  Ella's  sister  returned  with 
her.  They  had  a  delightful  time  in  Newport  where  they  vis¬ 
ited  Mrs.  Jas.  Farmalee  and  explored  the  whole  place,  so 

interesting  to  us  as  a  family. 

Mr.  Steams  has  resigned  his  place  in  the  Girls'  Acad¬ 
emy,  and  GXpacts  to  open  a  private  school.  His  second  daugh¬ 
ter  has  been  ill  all  spring  from  Scarlet  fever  and  its  ef¬ 
fects,  but  is  better  now.  They  expect  to  spend  the  summer 

at  Lebanon. 

What  a  nice  time  you  seem  to  bo  having  I  We  are  ever  so 
glad!  Your  letters  are  very  interesting  too,  you  good  boy! 

for  their  details  are  so  graphic. 

Give  my  best  love  to  yourself  and  mrite  me  a  nice  long 

letter. 

Your  loving  sister, 

Bertha.** 


To  Mrs.  F.  P.  Prentice,  Mount  Hope. 

♦'Piermont  July  8th  1868 

Dear  Mother:  . 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Sartell  received  last  evening, 

and  tonight  I  have  a  short  one  in  which  he  speaks  of  feel¬ 
ing  much  better  from  the  change  of  air.  Oh!  h^  I  wish  It 
would  make  him  strong  and  well,  like  our  Sartell  of  ^d. 

Hew  pleasant  it  would  be  if  Father  could  go  Westward 
in  his  trip  this  season,  and  that  you  could  bring  us  good 


1.  Florence  -  ncm  Vro,  Winslow  Tracy  Williams  of  Yantlc, 
near  Norwich,  Connecticut. 
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news  directly  fx’OE  Sartell. 

TTe  are  all  well,  tho^  ’Pony’ ^  has  a  sprained  wrist,  which 
troubles  hint  a  little. 

I  walked  down  to  the  Post  Office  evening  before  last  to 
be  early  to  get  letters  and  was  roirardod  by  your  kind  not©. 
I  read  it  walking  slcs^ly  up  hill,  and  onjoyed  Ey  coiitj>any  very 
nrueh. 

I  must  go  now  to  look  after  my  boys,  and  see  that  they 
are  all  in  the  house  as  it  is  growing  dark. 

Good-night  and  love  to  all. 

Affectionately, 

Illary.” 


"Kount  Hope,  July  13th  1868 

dear  Brother; 

Saturday  Eorning  brought  us  another  of  your  good  letters. 
What  an  Adairable  Crichton  you  are  growingl  Tour  descriptions 
are  moot  interesting,  A  few  days  ego  t^ddie  sent  me  your  long 
letter  to  her  «  but  Sartell  when  do  you  have  time  for  sight¬ 
seeing  and  rest? 

We  had  a  very  pleasant  call  from  Kawlcy  Saturday  evening, 
Ha  mentioned  having  met  Kimball  on  Lake  Champlain  and  through 
him  getting  your  news. 

Father  is  haying.  The  lawn  is  almost  finished  and  looks 
very  fine. 

TTe  are  enjoying  our  raspberries  now  very  much.  We  still 
have  some  cherries  but  they  do  not  amount  to  much. 

A  few  evenings  ago  Henry  Benedict  and  Susie  Bamum,  (his 
niece)  with  Lizzie  Sprague,  di'ove  down  here.  We  had  a  very 
pleasant  jolly  call,  and  a  long  one  too  for  they  spent  the 
evening.  Henry  and  Miss  Barnua  expect  to  go  to  Fire  Island 
this  week* 

Abel  is  not  at  all  strong  but  is  about.  Itr.  and  lirs. 
Edmund  Benedict  have  been  in  town  lately. 

Lizzie  Sprague  has  just  returned  from  a  ’perfectly  splen¬ 
did’  visit  at  Cambridge  at  the  Wards.  She  went  to  attend 
Class  Day.  'Ed'  graduates  this  year  and  was  'Grand  Marshal* 

I  think,  of  his  class.  Miss  Charlotte  Sprague  is  visiting 
John’s  family  at  Castle ton.  I  believe  they  have  moved  there 
and  have  a  delightful  little  home. 

It  is  time  for  na  to  go  to  my  work  so  I  must  bid  you 
good-bye  for  this  coming.  Don’t  write  so  many  letters,  dear 


1.  My  brother  Plerropont. 
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Sartell,  bnt  giv©  yourself  njoro  rest,  I  kiss  you  good-bye. 
Let  U3  Bake  a  comproreiee  -  1*11  write  sore  and  you  less. 

Your  loving  sister, 

Bertha.** 


a 
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“Chicago,  July  13th,  1B68 

Ky  dear  Sarto 11: 

As  I  hava  littlo  doubt  that  so  jauch  of  you  as  the  galli- 
nippora,  black  flies  and  corduroy  roads  have  allowed  to  re- 
cnin,  has  by  this  tim  reached  St.  Paul  it  appears  about  time 
to  write  you  again.  I  nake  no  question  that  you  are  heartily 
sorry  you  undertook  so  forlcjrn  a  journey  as  that  froa  Superior 
City  across  country.  This  earth  is  said  to  consist  chiefly 
of  water;  but  of  that  limited  part  which  either  is  or  passes 
for  terra  firma  I  know  none  that  less  deserves  the  name  than 
that  Bwazipy  knotty  region  you  selected  to  pass  through. 

•Cold  mountains  and  the  midnight  air*  01*0  not  a  circumstance 
to  hot  swamps,  sloughs  and  insects. 

I  have  not  heard  from  home  lately.  When  I  last  heard 
all  wore  well  and  we  are  well  hero.  The  weather  is  excessive¬ 
ly  hot  -  we  had  99^  yesterday,  96*^  the  day  before,  and  start¬ 
ed  up  this  morning  at  B  o*clock  with  90®.  Nevertheless, 
everybody  is  putting  in  a  winter's  supply  of  coal.  As  old 
Dr,  Hopkins  would  say  it  nanifests  a  wonderful  confidence  in 
the  uniformity  of  nature. 

I  have  no  plans  yat.  There  is  but  one  thing  determined  - 
to  have  the  family  away  during  September  and  the  latter  part 
of  August.  We  may  hold  out  four  or  five  weeks  longer, 

I  fear  you  had  a  tough  experience  in  the  wilderness  - 
how  long  do  you  expect  to  remain  in  St.  Paul  and  when  shall 
we  see  you? 

Affy. 

K.  S.  Ishara." 


**New  York,  July  17th  1868 

)fy  dear  Sartell: 

Yours  from  Houghton  the  14th  I  have  Just  received.  The 
Judge  has  been  gone  an  hour.  He  was  down  today  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  this  week,  and  tells  m  he  is  haying.  He  says  all 
at  his  house  are  very  well ,  that  the  boys  are  changed  wonder¬ 
fully  and  Pony's  cheeks  ore  .like  red  apples.  Vmxj  wrote 
Florence  cho  was  only  waiting  for  a  cooler  day  to  venture  to 
the  City  and  come  to  see  her. 
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Itrs.  Kelly  went  off  this  iDoming  with  Kally  and  Florrie. 
Next  week  I  think  Florence  will  be  able  to  f:o  to  Albany.  The 
weather  hero  has  bean  awfully  hot.  Tiie  nights  worse  th?ai  the 
days.  I  am  sorry  Houghton  was  not  the  place  for  you,  but  am 
glad  you  need  not  hurry  over  the  country.  Jack  Adrianca  and 
hia  wife  aro  na;r  on  their  way  to  St,  Paul.  ,  .  . 

*Aff . 

W.  P.  Prentice." 


®Mount  Hope,  July  17,  1^8 

Ky  dear  Sartell: 

Yours  of  tha  10th  was  received  yesterday.  I  think  you 
Diust  bo  much  Koro  comfortable  on  Lake  Superior  than  w©  have 
been  here.  For  nearly  two  weeks  the  weather  has  bean  vary 
unusually  hot,  the  thorrcooetor  ranging  from  70  to  78  at  sun¬ 
rise  and  from  90  to  103  in  the  day  in  shady  places.  It  is 
now  cooler. 

Vfe  are  about  half  through  our  haying.  All  aro  well 
her©  and  ©Iserrhore.  This  day  is  very  comfortable  and  so  I 
hop©  you  find  it  if  you  are  in  the  stage. 

Nothing  new  about  Hawk  St,  property  that  I  hear  of. 

Yours  &c. 

E.  P.  Prentice." 


"International  Hotel 

Cor,  7th  &  Jackson  Sts., 

St.  Paul 

Belot©  &  Johnson,  Prop’s. 

St,  Paul,  July  17th,  1868 

My  dear  l!addio: 

Here  I  am  at  last  and  as  you  suggest,  troll  welcomed  by 
a  good  budget  of  letters. 

I  reached  here  last  evening  at  seven  o’clock  and  found 
on  registering  my  name  in  the  hotel  office  your  letters  of 
July  2nd,  3rd  and  5th  with  thoir  good  ne-ffs  and  Just  now  I 
have  yours  of  the  12th,  I  received  also  letters  from  Mount 
Hope ,  Packer ,  Henry  and  Ned . 

I  arrived  her©  a  little  earlier  than  I  expected,  as 
on  the  boat  I  met  a  Lt.  Griffin  who  was  going  on  and  eo  for 
the  sake  of  company  I  decided  not  to  stop  at  Superior  City. 
Then  too  we  landed  there  Just  in  tims  to  connect  with  the 
stags  and  Cortelyou  found  that  both  Bayfield  and  Superior 
City  looked  so  dull  thiit  ho  concluded  to  go  right  on  with  us. 
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The  ride  across  country  is  the  severost,  hardest  and 
most  fatiguinf  I  ever  undertook.  We  were  on  the  road  three 
entire  days  and  one  night.  And  such  a  roadi  I  never  any¬ 
where  rode  in  such  a  wagon.  I  thought  I  would  have  to  give 
up  but  fortunately  hare  I  am,  and  caving  tho  fatig'ue,  well. 
I  shall  keep  very  quiet  for  a  few  days.  The  weather  is,  as 
with  you,  terribly  hot. 

Take  good  care  of  yourself,  I  will  write  tomorrow. 

Love  to  all, 

Sartell.” 


"St.  Paul,  July  18th,  1868 
Saturday  forenoon. 

My  dear  Maddie: 

I  am  very  glad  to  say  that  I  am  feeling  much  better  to¬ 
day.  I  have  Just  returned  from  a  rid©  out  to  see  John  Van- 
derpoel  and  was  sorry  to  find  he  was  not  at  home,  Ke  is 
off  in  the  wilds  somewhere  not  to  be  home  for  three  weeks 
the  maid  said,  X^ro.  Vandorpoel  was  out  riding  so  I  missed 
her  too.  They  have  a  very  pretty  place  on  the  bluff,  over¬ 
looking  the  City  and  river  and  country.  Such  a  place,  ap¬ 
parently  as  would  I  tliink  suit  us. 

St.  Paul,  Judging  from  what  I  saw  this  morning  is  a 
thriving,  active  place  with  well-wooded  country  all  around, 
and  besides  the  river  (which  is  very  beautiful  and  often 
likened  to  our  Hudson)  has  numbers  of  lakes  and  smll  streams 
on  all  sides. 

I  noticed,  too,  many  pretty,  comfortable,  cozy  looking 
houses.  They  are  mostly  built  of  a  bluo-groy  limestone, 
looking  much  like  our  granite,  which  is  found  hers.  It  gives 
the  buildings  a  substantial  appearance.  Many  stores  and  pub¬ 
lic  buildings  are  constructed  with  this  stone. 

As  yet  I  have  seen  but  little  of  the  city  -  in  fact 
only  what  I  saw  this  morning.  Yesterday  I  did  not  stir  jiut 
of  the  house ,  and  was  most  of  the  day  in  bed . 

,  That  ride  from  Superior  City  was  fearful.  If  I  had  had 
any  idea  of  the  true  nature  of  the  road  I  should  not  have 
thought  of  coming  that  way,  but  would  have  returned  to  ?.!ar- 
quette  and  thence  to  Green  Bay  and  Chicago. 

I  trusted  mostly  to  that  guide  book  of  Sweotzerg  which 
says  the  route  is  'very  comfortable’  and  that  lAS-ny  invalids 
go*  that  way  to  St.  Paul.  If  many  invalids  should  be  tempted 
by  his  statements  to  do  so,  it  would  be  bad. 

The  road  is  as  Nature  made  it,  save  that  trees  are  cut 
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down,  and  tliat  semi-occaaionolly  it  is  corduroyed.  It  is  so 
little  used  that  it  looks  rather  like  a  rough  path  than  a 
road  being  over  grown  with  weeds,  grass  &c.  The  first 

day  and  night  we  mt  but  one  wagon,  and  but  three  people  in 
all  the  dictonca  s^ade  —  seventy’’  miles  —  and  those  only  a 
few  miles  out  from  Superior  City.  The  road  was  right  tiirough 
the  woods  and  wild  in  every  way  laaginable.  The  first  meal 
we  had  was  at  a  station  (for  changing  horses)  called  Black 
Hoof,  in  a  log  cabin  of  three  rooms.  The  table  was  set  in 
a  room  where  there  were  two  wall  used  double  bads,  evidently 
•  the  family  bod-rooia,  while  around  on  the  walls  hung  dresses, 
ekirta  (woolens  &c.)  and  dress  garments.  The  womn  of  the 
house,  weighing  some  200  lbs.  tramped  around  the  table  5ji 
bare  foot. 

This  station  and  family  are  famous  thereabout  for  having 
raised  a  girl  now  souiewhat  over  twenty  years  of  age,  who 
weighs,  it  is  said,  375  lbs.  I  did  not  see  her,  nor  can  I 
say  I  had  much  desire  to  see  her.  The  houses  all  thro'  that 
part  of  the  country  are  of  course  log  and  very  crude . 

We  saw  many  Indian  encainp!iQnt8  of  huts  &c.,  and  several 
that  we  passed  in  the  night  looked  very  picturesque,  half  hid¬ 
den  in  the  woods,  smudge  fires  outside  end  others  inside  the 
houses  which  gleamed  thro'  the  cracks.  Then  as  we  would  bump, 
crash  and  rattle  by  the  never  failing  host  of  our  dogs  would 
bark,  the  piece  of  bark  forming  the  door  would  be  lifted  and 
out  would  peer  more  or  less  wild  unkempt  faces  with  the 
straight  hair  hanging  over  the  forehead. 

When  I  found  out  what  the  journey  overland  was  I  was 
mightily  glad  I  was  alone.  It  would  have  killed  you,  surely; 
or  any  lady,  I  should  think,  tho'  I  heard  that  Jay  Cooke  and 
his  family  crossed  only  a  few  weeks  ago.  If  they  did,  it 
must  have  been  because  like  me  they  were  most  wofully  deceived. 
I  am  sure  they  will  never  do  it  again  or  advise  any  one  to 
take  this  route . 

Jack  Adriance  told  me  in  his  office  one  day,  that  he  and 
his  wife  intended  crossing  from  Superior  City  by  stage.  I 
pity  them  both  if  they  do,  tho'  fortunately  they  are,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  both  well  and  strong, 

T?hat  I  shall  do  now  I  do  not  know  exactly.  I  am  sorry 
not  to  find  John  Vanderpoel,  I  shall  go  to  Minneapolis  if 
I  feel  all  right,  probably  Monday  end  there  I  siiall  soo  Bill 
Cheney,  and  at  Fort  Snelling  I  ray  find  some  word  from  Otis 
about  getting  out  to  Fort  Rice,  Whether  I  go  there  I  now 
think  doubtful.  I  do  not  quite  like  to  go  so  far  from  mail 
facilities. 
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Maddie  -  I  have  been  trying  to  think  ho77  to  arrange  so 
that  we  could  enjoy  together  a  little  sight  seeing  and  trav¬ 
elling.  Can  we  do  this?  Say  after  you  have  closed  the  house 
in  Hawk  St.  (if  the  State  take  possession  as  lir,  Harris 
thought  In  August)  then  the  baby  will  be  old  enough  to  leave, 
and  you  can  leavo  hla  with  Annie  and  the  boys  at  Piencont  and 
come  to  !D3.  We  could  look  around  here  a  week  or  two,  then  go 
down  the  Mississippi;  by  boat  thi'o’  its  most  beautiful  part 
to  Davenport;  renew  old  assoc is-tions  there  for  a  few  days 
and  go  to  Chicago  and  sea  Ned's  new  house  &c.  From  there  we 
could  go  to  Green  Bay,  thence  by  boat  to  Escanaba  and  by  rail 
to  Marquette  seeing  the  iron  mines  there  and  afterjiard  go  by 
boat  to  Houghton  and  see  the  copper-mines;  then  take  the 
Ruvoenard  which  will  be  at  Houghton  about  the  20th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  and  go  with  her  to  the  head  of  the  Lake  and  back  with  her 
thro'  the  Lakes  to  Cleveland.  Stop  there  a  day  and  see  what 
a  beautiful  place  it  is,  and  thence  on  to  Dunkirk  and  see  for 
a  day  or  two  Henry  and  your  Grandmother,  and  then  horns.  It 
would  make  a  charming  trip  and  I  think  you  would  enjoy  it. 

If  you  did,  I  would  most  perfectly  and  I  should  be  very  glad 
indeed  to  have  a  trip  with  you.  We  have  never  yet  journeyed 
for  pleasure  and  altho’  these  are  for  us  'hard  times'  yet  I 
should  bo  willing  and  more  than  willing  to  meet  the  expense, 
getting  the  full  worth  of  the  money  in  freedom  and  enjoyment. 
We  may  not  again  for  years  feel  as  tho*  we  could  get  away  for 
so  much  of  a  trip. 

However,  this  plan  that  looks  so  pleasant  depends  upon 
circumstances.  If  the  Piermont  place  were  gold  it  could  not 
well  be,  nor  unless  the  children  were  well,  and  your  Mother 
felt  able  and  willing  to  take  charge  of  them  for  a  month; 
for  you  would  have  to  be  gone  just  about  a  month.  To  enjoy 
such  a  trip  as  I  have  sketched  you  would  want  to  be  here 
about  September  1st  and  would  be  honxs  again  just  about  the 
close  of  the  month. 

I  think  the  trip,  the  entire  change  of  surroundings,^ 
absence  of  cere  &c.  would  do  you  good  to.  say  nothing  of  tho 
change  of  air. 

I  shall  hope  for  more  letters  soon.  If  you  wrote  again, 
as  I  supposo,  to  Superior  City  I  shall  hope  for  that  letter 
this  evening  as  I  left  word  to  have  letters  forwarded. 

Love  to  all, 

Sartell." 
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•  ■  '  ”St.  Paul  July  20th  1868 

Ii5y  dear  Bro. : 

I  TTrote  you  a  hurried  note  the  day  after  my  arrival.  I 
am  no^  feeling  rested  and  again  pretty  ^ell.  That  was  a  ter¬ 
rible  ride  end  no  sistake.  .  .  .  Sunday  on  my  way  with  Cor- 
telyou  to  church  I  met  a  very  pretty  tui'n-out.  Coming  out 
'of  church  we  met  the  same  carriage  and  the  lady  based.  It 
was  Itrs.  Vandcrpoel,  but  grown  stout  since  I  saw  her  last,  a 
year  and  more  ago,  -  I  think  two  years  ago.  She  said  she  had 
driven  tliat  way  In.  hoj>6s  to  meet  and  to  take  ms  home  to 
dinner  that  John  had  told  her  firC.  I  thanked  her  but  did 

not  go.  I  shall  call  tomorrow  if  it  is  pleasant.  She  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  kind. 

This  Koming  Cortelyou  and  I  took  a  carriage  out  to  St. 
Anthony,  Minneapolis,  Minnehaha  Falls,  Fort  Snelling  &c.  On 
our  T/ay  out  I  stopped  at  Genl.  Terry’s  Kd«  Qr.  to  see  if 
there  was  a  letter  for  me  from  Col.  Otis  relative  to  means  of 
reaching  Fort  Rice.  The  Hd.  Qrs.  are  in  a  house  (formerly  a 
priv9.t0  residence)  on  the  bluff  not  far  from  the  'Judge’s.* 

I  asked  for  tl^e  Adjt,  Genl.'s  office,  and  was  8ho^?n  to 
the  second  story  front  room.  Sitting  there  was  a  middle  aged 
man  (perhaps  38  years  of  age)  rather  tall,  of  full  figure 
with  a  good  head,  light  complexlcn,  hair  and  moustache,  clear 
blue  eyes  &c«  I  walked  up  and  asked  if  this  was  Col.  Smith  - 
no,  he  was  not  yet  in.  I  said  I  had  called  to  see  if  there 
was  a  letter  there  for  Pr.  Prentice  from  Col.  Otis.  Vfhere- 
upon  the  gentleman  smiled,  asked  if  this  was  Mr.  Prentice 
and  introduced  himself  as  Genl.  Terry.  He  had  just  returned 
from  Fort  Rice,  and  Col.  Otis  had  spoken  of  me  Genl. 
Terry  had  promised  to  do  all  ho  could  to  help  me  out  to  Fort 
Rice  and  hoped  to  give  ms  an  ambulance  from  Fort  to  Fort  &c. 
to  a  Fort  on  the  Missouri  River  abova  Fort  Rice  whence  I 
could  take  a  boat;  ha  could  tell  in  a  few  days  wliat  he 
should  be  able  to  do  &c.  H©  was  very  friendly.  He  said 
that  they  had  had  a  great  conference  at  Fort  Rice  with  come 
5,000  Indians  (S5.oux)  representing  about  15,000  in  fJl,  and 
about  one  half  of  the  Sioux  Nation;  that  he  felt  confident 
those  they  had  treated  with  would  remin  friendly  and  peace¬ 
able  if  Go^'omment  confirirsd  and  fulfilled  its  part  of  the 
treaties  by  voting  and  sending  the  required  supplies;  that 
Government  had  not  yet,  (unless  within  a  few  days)  voted  or 
sent  the  supplies  required  by  the  treaties  made  lest  fall, 
and  this  of  course  the  Indians  could  not  ui^deratand,  and 
that  the  Indians  have  had  a  right  to  consider  the  Government 
as  failing  in  carrying  out  its  share  of  tt;o  treaties 


J 


I 


•ToO  rf-tlw  ^abnx/C  «  •  •  .  o(i  bfi«  •bi't  »Xdi*i  * 

ivo  g/ifaoD  .i0O-frtui  TCiteicj  j#  iea  I  d^'v/do  oi  tro^X^t  ;  .Jl 
«  .b<Miod  t&Bl  ai^  baa  a^at-naa  aaaa  arO  tea  aa  ilaiada  lo^- 
‘  a  ^taaX  lad  waa  I  aoiila  ttwta  ffwoi^  ^XaoqiabnaV  •aifl  aaw 

bJki  ada  btaa  ad8  .03a  5*ian  0*^  ioldt’'!  -  tOSi*  boa  ‘  j 

of  a«od  »a  aiai  ot  boa  ea  taaa  ot  aeqoil  al  jaw  fsdf  rtrrXib  •  .1  ; 
Wb  rtfi  tad  beifnadt  I  .»^S  blot  bad  odol#  tarit  joA  'xtfuiXb  t 

•xa  aair  ari8  .toaaaaXq  aX  ft  tt  woTtomof  XXaa  CXada  X  .03  ton 

^  .bali 

.t2  ofjftfo  asatnao  a  :(oot  I  beta  ^aXxnon  aldT^  ' 

(tO  ^nlCXane  ,8£Xa^  adadaonXM  ,aXXoqaannXII  ,^aodtaA,^^»;.  ^ 

11  aaa  ot  .*19  .bH  _ 

lo  tneoB  ot  avltaCai  41i0  .loO^aoTl  an  *»!  -rattaX  a  taw  aiadi  ^  j 

a  v£^a^f^ol)  auod  a  ol  aia  .aip  .bK  ad?  •aolH  tiol  jaidoae*!  1 

».’i'a3b<ft*  adt  «ot^  *181  ton  llzrXd  adt  no  (aonablaai^atfvl^  ,*  j 
of  ftwoda  BMW  boa  taolllo  a*.XflaO  ,flbi  wdf  Tol  baiaa  I  ''  I 

ba^a  aXbblBf  a  bjsw  aiarft  ^nlttie  .ao<rt  tfioYl  bfiooaa  edt 

aiirill  IXi/1  lo  ,Ifat  teddrt  (a^a  lo  a-saot  aqad-xaq)  naai 
taala  ,ortaatBtfo«  boa  Tlad  ,nolxa£qffloo  td^iX  ,baad  boos  a  d.tlw  i 

-  dtloe  .XoO  9MW  Btdf  n  badaa  boa  qtf  baiXxjw  I  .OjI  aa^a  ei/Xd  .  j 

a'ladt  11  aaa  ot  batXao  bad  I  blaa  T  .al  tat  foa.tBW  ad  ,ott  j 

-miMif  *»ltO  .XoO  BsoTl  aoltaart  .-rt  lol  a^adt  Tti^ttoX  a.aaw  ^  I 
aalloaT:*!  ,‘x!l  saw  aldt  11  badaa  ,baIlMi  na^attnas  adt  noqn  vj 

baa^tai  Mi/t  bad  aH  .tnaT  .InaO  aa  Ifoaald  bawbpititi  toa  *] 

.InaO  *03&  an  lo  najfoqt  bad  altO  .XoO  boa  «apXd  tiol  noil 
tioT  ot  too  a*  qXad  ot^bXirob  ad  XiajHb  of  baalflo'sq  bad  tTxa?  W 
.0:^  fto^  Of  tio^  oityil  ©onarodaa  aa  W  avis  ot  baqod  boa^^aolH  . 

I  aonadw  aalH  t*tof  wrodm  lanotald  adt  no  tio^  a  ot  ^  0 

ad  tarfa  ttab  aal  a  txl  XXat  bXiioo  *ad  xtaod  a  aJUst  bXiroo  i  ■  j 
blaa  aH  .tXbnalil  xriaaciair  aH  .oA^ob  ot  aXda  ad'bXiioda 
aeoa  dtlw  aol.<I  tTo*!  ta  aonaialnoo  taa^a’^a  bad  bad  ^*dt  : 

baa  ,f£a  ttl  000^?I  toeda  s?tltf»aaiqaT  (xcioiE)  anal bnl  000,^  *  ‘  '\M 
trrabllfroo  tXal  ad  ta;tt  5{tblta!^  xoolC  adt  lo  IXad  a«o  tn^a*  ^ 

*aoaaq  bru  tthnalil  alaatai  bluow  dflw  bataaot  bad  aaodt 
arit  lo  t7ja|  atl  baCCllXnl  bita  baaTfclitob  taeeamavo^ll'aXda,«^  * 
tadt  jaalXqqoa  be*ilopa*i  adt  s-ilbnaa  boa  saltor  t^  laltaait  ^ 

TO  batov  (atab’^wal  a  nldtt*  aaaXntf)  ,tat  ton  bad  tnaomavoO  ;  ,  ^ 

,XXal  taaX  aftjM  aaltaatt  tit  bailopa*!  aalXqqna  adt  tnaa  ‘ 
boa  (bnaHiabrov  ton  bXooo  aaaibat  adt^a8*xuD0  lo  aldt  boa  1  ^ 
tnocfiiairoO  adt  Tabtanoo  ot  tdi It 'a  bad  anid  analbnt  adt^  tadt  ^  v 
•  0)1  aaltaaTt  a:it  la  aieda  atl  tiro  SAltrxao  ol  ^Xlal  aa  '  ^ 
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The  ride  to  St.  Anthony  was  very  pleasant,  thro’  a  pretty 
rolling  prairie  country.  On  all  sides  the  fields,  standing 
rich  with  fu}.l  crops  of  grain  yellcw  and  almost  ripie  for  the 
roap€«r.  To  my  Eastern  eye  the  crops  seem  remarkably  heav>'. 
Owing  to  the  tmusual  heat  and  drouth  they  are  said  to  bo  fully 
two  weeks  earlier  than  usual  and  of  about  average  weight.  A 
few  weeks  ago  there  was  every  promise  of  far  better  yield  than 
ordinary. 

It  is  feared  that  the  crops  being  so  early  there  may  he  a 
scarcity  of  ‘help’  in  harvesting. 

The  ’help’  usmlly  gat  thro’  harvesting  South  and  then 
come  here  about  the  middle  of  August  or  later.  Advertisements 
are  plenty  for  ’harvest-hands’  -  one  man  I  notice  calling  for 
a  hundred • 

St.  Anthony  is  just  across  the  river  from  I’inneapolis . 

A  few  yeai'8  since  (some  five  or  six  years)  it  had  every  prom¬ 
ise  of  being  an  important  business  place.  Now  llinneapolis 
has  taken  the  wind  from  its  sails.  ii"any  buildings  there 
stand  empty  and  its  huge  pile  of  a  solid  stone  hotel,  the 
Winslow  House,  is  a  water-cure. 

The  St.  Anthony  Falls  (now  claimed  as  I/dnneapolis  Falls) 
or  more  properly  rapids,  flowing  between  the  tifo  places,  pre¬ 
sent  a  fine  appearance  as  seen  from  either  bank  and  furnish 
it  is  said,  the  best  water  power  In  the  country  and  of  course 
'in  the  world.’  The  lumber  business  is  at  the  base  of  Min¬ 
neapolis  success  and  the  numbers  of  Eammoth  caw •mills  huddled 
together  on  the  Minneapolis  side  is  wonderful,  but  they  are 
not  alcne ,  for  bristling  against  them  and  against  each  other 
are  grist  mills,  turning  mills,  iron  mills,  woolen  mills 
&c.  &c.  Then  there  being  more  power  than  space  for  its  di¬ 
rect  application  notwithstanding  the  close  huddling,  shafts 
are  carried  under  streets  and  from  building  to  building. 

And  so  the  glorious  water  power  furnished  motion  to  machin¬ 
ery  in  many  mills  rods  distant  from  the  river.  One,  not 
over  large  grist  mill,  standing  quite  a  little  distance  irom 
the  river  rents  for  the  comfortable  sum  of  ^12000  per  annum. 

The  business  portion  (not  milling)  of  Minneapolis  is 
very  pleasing.  The  streets  are  wide  and  the  business  more 
centralized  than  in  St.  Paul  where  the  business  extends  along 
one  not  very  wide  street  near  the  river.  Still  there  is  far 
more  general  business  done  in  St.  Paul  than  in  Minneapolis. 

I  caw  Bill  Cheney,  his  wife  and  baby.  He  looks  rather 
thin  and  pretty  old.  His  wife  is  a  very  quiet  plain  little 
body,  and  his  baby  (perhaps  after  seeing  the  Prentice  babies 
I  am  no  fair  judge)  by  no  means  pretty. 
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B  ad  raa  atarlf  rXiaa  oa  gnlad  •qo'xa  aftt  <taxit  ba'iaal  ^ 

.jifc^aavnad  aX  *qlad*  lo  X'XXs't*®* 

naitt  baa  dXt;o8  ^nifBov^tJui  •o’ldi  Xag  'qXad*  adT 

atnaoaatdierrbA  •tataX  lo  deti^i/A  lo  aXbbl«  adt  fuodm  tiad  aaoo 

tol  srxlXXao  aolXofl  I  rtaa  aao  -  »8baad-d8ov'tiid»  -»!  t^naXq  aia  . 

^  .batbai/d  a 

.8lXoqaanftl?l  ao-rt  .lavXi  ad^  aaoioa  ;^8£ft  tl  xnosifBk  .^8  ‘ 

-aoiq  ^a\ra  bad  ^X  (aiaa^  xX#  **0  aril  !'croa)  aoftXa  •'laax  aal'A 
aXXoqaarffa’i  aoM  iaoaXq  aaanXafird  fuAf’toqmk'^ttB  9/ilad  lo  aaX 
oTod^  a^fiXbXXi/d  ^naAl  •tXXaa  aXX  ooil  biiXw  adX  aadaX  aad 
a^ttfl,Xa^Xod  aoo^a  bXIoa  a  lo  aCXq  a^  atX  boB  TC^aa  bnaXt 

»o‘Cx>-iataw  a  al  ^sauoH  aoXtoXW 

(aIXal  BlLoqBBaalH  bb  basXaXo  won)  alXat  v^odfnk  .4‘€  edT 
-aiq  ,iaoaXq  o»t  odi  aaawd^  saXwXl  ,»bXqn  xliiBqoiq  •’lett  to 
dttirml  b«a  dnad  -radiXa  aoxl  aaaa  aa  aoaaiaaqqa  a.iXl  a  ^aaa 
aaiiroo  lo  hna  ®X  *ia*oq  Tra^aw  load  asl^  «bXaa  aX  XX 

-niS  lo  aaad  edX  Xa  aX  aaaxiXdifd  'tadouX  adT  ‘.bC'Sow  adX  iiX* 
baXfabtM  aCXlifwaa  ritoaaa*  lo  tTadowa  odi  boa  aaaooi/a  aXXoqaan 
a*»a  ^axtt  ftid  ^Xj/ltab/ioa  aX  abXa  iXXoqaaaoXM  adX  00  ladiaBoi 
ladXo  doaa"  XtoXa^a  boa  fBadX  XaiiXa^a  n^XXatfif  lol  ^aroXa  don 
•IXi«  /taXooa  ,a£XX«  00^  ,eXXXa  ^nlniuf  ,8Ctia  fBXrs^BZB 
-lb  iXX  lol  aoaqa  ciadX  laaoq'aroar  ^oXad  trwdf  aadT  .oA  •oA 
aXlada  .soXXbbad  aaoXa  adX  ^albnBftaflwfoa  noXiaoiXqqa  Xoai 
•^olbXXad  oX  jaXbXiiid  floH  b«a  aXaaila  •lebfttr’baXTiaa  aria 
-nldBM  oS  ttoUom  badalfrorl.iaiPoq  laXa#  atfoitoX*  add  oa  baA 
Xoo  ,afiO  •TarXa  edX  noil  XnaXeXb  aboa  alXXo  V*® 

aotl  aooaXaXb  altXXX  a  aXXap  ^oXbnaiXa  *XXX«  XaXTS  agiaXj'jaTO 
.awnoa  aaq  009S£t‘'lo  bob  aXdaXaolaoo  adX  aol  aXnai  larXi  adt 
aX  aXXoqaanoXX  lo  (inXCXX*  foa)  aotf'soq  BBMtBStd  adT 
aToa  aiaoXavd  adX  boa  abXw  aaa  aXaatXa  adT  •{noXiaaXq  ^ao 
^ooLb  abnataa  aaaotaod  adX  axadw  loa^i  .>8  oX  nadX  baalXailnao 
lal  aX  aaadXflXIiie  ,wrXT  adX  Taaii  Xaarfa  abl«  X'*®^  Xoo  ano 
.BHoqaaooW  oX  oadl  XvaT  .t8  oi  anob  aaaoXaod  Xaiena^  onom 
-radln  edooX  aH  .xdad  bna  alXw  aid  ,x*oadO  £XX8.vaa  I 
aXXXXX  olaXq  Xalop  xw  a  aX  alXa  aXH  -bXo  xffBiq  brta  oXi^ 
aaXdad  aqlXriaXX  BdJ  yiXaaa  taXla  aqadtaq}  xrfa<*  «Xd  boa  ,x*>«J 

•  ▼XXaiq  aaaaa.'Ofl  x*^  "tXal  00  aa  I 


Of  the  ride  hor>e  I  wil]  not  toll  lest  I  tiro  you,  but  I 
must  say  that  the  Kinnehaha  Falls  surprised  me  most  agreeably. 

I  expected  a  beautiful  graceful  dancing  Fall  -  it  was  all  that 
and  more .  .  .  - 

tiy  love  to  Florence,  tho  children  and  yourself, 

Sartell,*' 

■  "Mount  Hope,  July- 21  1863.  .  '• 

My  dear  Brother:  -I  ’h;  •  '  '  • 

You  don’t  know  how  busy  Jess  and  I  have  been  for  the  last 
few  weeks.  Not  with  croquet  &c.  &c.  but  _sewing:  You  know  we  . 
were  about  six  weeks  away  from  home  in  the  spring,  and  then  ' 
the  Assembly  socsi  came,  so  that  our  sumrier  preparations  were 
quite  thrown  into  disorder.  We  are  only  now  getting  our  ap¬ 
parel  into  8hap>e  to  merit  the  name.  Not  new  dresses,  but 
mostly  old  fixed  over. 

Mrs.  Story  is  busy  cleaning  the  Wing  -  for  wo  expect  its 
family  next  Saturday  morning.  Oh,  how  glad  we  si^all  be  to  get  - 
them  back!  ‘  .  ■  *  ; 

Father’s  haying  is  nearly  done.  He  has  quite  a  good  crop 
I  believe,  and  has  had  good  success  in  getting  it  in.  The 
weather  is  delightfully  cool  and  has  been  for  two  days. 

Last  evening  we  had  a  ploacant  call  from  Hamj)den  Wood. 

He  had  many  questions  to  ask  about  you.  He  said  his  brother 
Bradford  is  not  well  -  his  lungs  are  affected  and  he  has  gone 
to  tho  Thousand  Islands. 

I  have  very  little  news.  The  Parkers  have  gone  to  Fire 
Island  for  a  few  days,  Henry  Benedict  and  his  niece  are  there 
and  probably  the  Sanfcrds  too. 

Your  loving  sister 

Bertha,”  --f 


•  ’’Mount  Hope,  July  21  1868 

Dear  Sartell: 

We  are  all  so  glad  to  know  by  Packer’s  last  letter  from 
you  that  your  boat  had  finally  arrived.  You  will  be  very 
tired  before  you  reach  St,  Paul.  It  must  seem  far  -  trav- 
®lling  two  or  three  nights  and  days  by  stage. 

Mother  and  Father  are  very  busy  getting  the  ’Wing’ 
cleaned,  dried  and  aired.  We  expect  Packer,  Florence  and 
the  baby  Friday  morning.  The  other  children  may  not  come 
from  Rhincbeck  till  Saturday, 

When  we  last  heard  from  Maddie  and  her  boys  all  were 
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well. 

If  Father  go  away  this  surcEier  I  think  he  will  go  to  tho 
T»hlto  Mountaj-ns,  -  though  he  says  nothing  about  it.  Ida  is 
not  with  us  yet,  though  we  hope  to  have  her  soon. 

V?0  received  letters  fror?)  both  Packer  and  Florence  this 
morning  and  I  was  tailing  Ibther  hem  ciuch  better  Florence’s 
was  than  Packer’s  -  ’yes,’  Mother  said,  'it  is  always  so,  •- 
men  seldom  write  good  letters,  -  but  there  is  Sartell,  -  he 
writes  excellent  letters.' 

If  you  see  a  good  picture  of  St.  Paul,  do  send  it  to  me, 
but  you  must  not  take  any  trouble  about  it. 

Yours  lovingly, 

Jessie 


■  ♦’National  Comirarcial  Bank, 

Albany  July  23rd  1868 

Ky  dear  Sartell: 

Yours  from  St.  Paul  of  17th  was  received  yesterday.  I 
trust  you  will  not  be  the  worse  for  an  old-feshioned  stage 
ride.  I  have  had  many  of  them  and  sometiroes  without  niuch 
power  of  resistance. 

The  weather  here  is  much  moro  comfortable.  Packer  says 
the  Judge  is  down  and  gives  a  good  account  of  all  at  Pier- 
mont.  Packer’s  family  propose  to  coDie  up  to-night. 

Our  haying  is  nearly  done.  Business  is  dull  both  at 
R.R.  and  in  the  City  generally.  Pruyn  went  to  Fire  Island 
three  weeks  ago  for  his  health.  Ho  is  said  not  to  be  so 
well,  -  has,  probably,  a  little  overdone  the  thing. 

•J-;;;-,-  Yours  &c. , 

: •  E.P.P."  -  :  - 

"J^ount  Hope,  July  27,  1868 

Dear  Sartell: 

He  are  very  glad  that  the  long  ride  to  St.  Paul  is  over,- 
now  all  that  remains  is  to  rest  and  build  up. 

The  '!?lng'  family  1  is  all  here  and  they  seem  to  be  en¬ 
joying  themselves. 

Ida  has  written  us  that  she  is  going  to  Ellington  with 
her  Mother  today.  When  they  return  she  will  come  here.  Bob 


1.  Mr.  Packer  Prentice’s  family  then  occupied  the  South 
Wing  at  Mount  Hope  during  the  summer. 
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was  her®  last  Saturday  -  feeling  miserable  -  as  the  Harvard 
boat-crcw  had  beaten  the  Yale  boys  by  forty  seconds.  Tomorrow 
h®  and  Huntington  exjject  to  st/irt  for  Rhinebeck  rowing  down 
the  river  in  Bob’s  boat. 

Packer  is  not  lealing  very  weH  today  though  he  is  aroxmd 
and  has  gone  to  the  city  with  Father. 

It  hardly  seems  possible  that  Panaie  will  be  five  years 
old  next  Wednesday  -  we  are  all  growing  old  together. 

Your  affectionate  sister, 

Jessie." 

"St.  Paul  July  28th  1868  " 

Ky  dear  Bro. : 

I  esi  feeling  Each  better  -  none  the  worse  for  that  terri¬ 
ble  ride  from  Superior  (tho’  Father  does  call  it  an  ’old  fash¬ 
ioned  stage  ride').  I  am  staying  quietly  here  in  St.  Paul  and 
think  likely  I  my  do  so  until  tim  to  go  home. 

Tho  State  seems  to  be  over-nm  with  visitors  -  invalids 
mostly  -  and  boarding  houses.  On  the  lakes  the  houses  are 
full  and  over  full.  Every  room  seems  to  be  measured  by  the 
number  of  feet  of  bed  and  bedding  that  can  be  put  into  it; 
indeed  the  out-of-to^m  boarding  house  people  appai'ently  charge 
for  the  cubic  feet  of  ’board’  occupied  rather  than  for  nourish 
B»nt  in  the  board  stippliea  at  table. 

Minnesota  is  ovarfl owing  with  most  beautiful  little  gems 
of  lakes.  Within  a  circuit  of  twenty-four  miles  of  this  City 
are  twenty-one  lakes,  varying  in  len^h  from  one  to  fifteen 
miles,  and  in  breadtii  from  about  one-quarter  mile  to  about 
six  miles.  Of  these,  I  have  seen  perhaps  half.  Lake  Minne¬ 
tonka  with  an  extreme  length  of  fifteen  iiiiles,  and  a  width  of 
not  more  than  cix  alle^,  has  I  am  told,  a  coast  line  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  -  so  very  irregular  are  its  outlines. 
White  Bear  Lake  having  extren^  length  and  breadth  of  about 
six  by  two  miles  has  a  coast  line  of  about  thirty  miles,  and 
these  are,  in  a  degree,  specimens  of  the  Minnesota  lakes. 

In  almost  all  these  lakes  tho  fishing  is  good,  and  aroxmd 
them  the  shooting  fine.  Yesterday,  riding  out  to  White  Bear 
Lake,  we  saw  close  at  hand,  blind  to  our  presence,  wild  ducks, 
pigeons  and  partridges.  On  the  lake,  notwithstanding  a  hot 
noonday  sun,  we  caught  with  a  trolling  line  as  we  sailed  a- 
cross  tho  Lake,  a  pickerel  weighing  between  three  and  foxir 
pounds.  As  we  were  returning  to  the  city  towards  evening,  we 
overtook  a  caiTiage  near  a  little  rice  laike  (or  swamp  almost) 
and  standing  near  tho  bank  were  two  young  men,  popping  with 
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their  pistols  at  a  couple  of  ducks  quietly  sitting  on  the  wa¬ 
ter.  I  heard  one  of  the  young  cen  call  to  some  ladies  in  the 
ceoriage  that  they  ’couldn’t  scare  the  blasted  things.’ 

I  am  glad  to  think  of  your  family  as  out  of  the  heat  of 
the  city  and  making  Mount  Hope  doubly  enjoyable. 

Your  affectionate  bro., 

Sartell.”  ' 


"St.  Paul,  July  28th  1868 
Tuesday  forenoon. 

My  dear  Maddie: 

Your  very  good  and  pleasant  letters  of  the  21st  and  22nd 
were  this  morning  received.  I  am  very  glad  you  all  keep  so 
well.  All  the  same,  I  think  that  after  my  return  I  shall  have 
to  take  you  off  up  into  the  mountains.  I  do  not  think  Pier- 
mont  air  agrees  with  you  very  well,  however  well  it  may  with 
the  boys  and  your  parents.  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  your 
losing  weight. 

So  you  think  that  Henry  is  considering  marriage  I  I  hope 
not  in  Dunkirk,  nor  with  any  Dunkirk  belle. 

Henry  is  a  good  fellow,  and  deserves  a  good  woman,  a 
lady,  for  a  wife.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  have  him  ’caught.’ 
There  are  not  a  few  unfortunate  marriages  made,  because  the 
man  decides  to  get  married  before  he  sees  any  woman  he  loves, - 
in  fact  marries  without  loving,  really  loving,  the  woman  he 
selects.  There  are  doubtless  many  more  cases  whore  it  is  the 
woman  who  thus  acts.  On  many  accounts  I  wish  Henry  were  out 
of  Dunkirk.  I  wish  we  had  him  in  Albany  with  us.  A  year  or 
two  in  a  polished  society,  especially  if  he  could  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  a  good  library  and  a  somewhat  literary  influ¬ 
ence  would  make  him  a  remarkably  interesting  and  well-informed 
gentleman.  He  has  an  unusually  good  memory,  a  remarkably  orig¬ 
inal  and  active  mind  and  surrounded  by  the  right  influences 
would  make  no  ordinary  man. 

Whore  he  is  now,  everything  tends  to  make  him  careless  - 
of  himself,  his  present  and  future,  his  language,  and  the 
class  of  subjects  to  which  he  gives  his  mind,  of  general  in¬ 
formation  and  reading,  in  fact  careless  of  everything  save 
business  and  its  proceeds  -  money.  Business  habits  ore  good  - 
money  is  good  -  and  Henry  for  throe  years  has  been  in  a  good 
place  to  obtain  these  two  advantages.  Dunkirk  under  the  cii'- 
cumstances  does  well  enough  for  a  time  -  but  look  at  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  your  Father  emd  Uncle  Edwin I  That  is  not  en¬ 
tirely  OTiiig  to  difference  of  character,  but  is  more  owing  to 
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'.irfgixBo'  ailri  eved  oi  bluorfi  I  .bHw  b  toI 

•rfi  BRtfBoed  ^ebaa'BogBlTUBi  eisfu/itolmi  wel  B  ion  bib  eienT 
-,BB9^X  td  flBrtow  xrtB  «bbb  ed  e^oled  belTWI  ie®' oi  eeblOBb'/iBB 
ed  niacB  eili  ,3nlvoI  xXi*®^  ,3flIvoI  iuoifilw  BelrriBttiiOBl  fll 
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tha  differencQ  in  the  objects  alined  at.  Your  uncle  aided  at 

money  and  got  It.  I  would  not  like  Kenry  to  gat  it  at  such 
coat. 

Cortolyou  goes  off  tomorrow  to  try  one  or  two  boarding 
places  we  have  heard  of  as  pleasant.  On®  place  la  Hudson  on 
the  St.  Croix,  14  mile  a  from  here;  the  other  at  River  Falls 
about  14  miles  above  Hudson.  ’ 

Toraorrow  will  be  Parale’s  birthday  and  I  hope  a  pleasant 
happy  day. 

With  love  to  all, 

Sartell.** 


"St.  Paul,  July  29th  1868 

Wednesday  forenoon,  11  o’c. 

Pormie’s  5th  Birthday. 

Ky  dear  Idaddie: 

Yours  of  the  23rd  is  this  morning  received.  I  am  very 
sorry  that  you  are  so  run  down.  Perhaps  it  would  be  well 
for  you  to  run  up  to  Bennington  for  a  fortnight  or  so.  That 
bracing  mountain  air  has  always  dons  you  good.  Perhaps  your 
Kother  would  fool  like  going  too. 

Baby  must  bo  changing  very  much.  When  I  left,  you  know, 
he  could  not  sit  up.  I  hope  you  will  have  Annie  very  cautious 
about  letting  him  boar  his  weight  at  all  on  his  feet.  He  is 
60  fat  it  might  be  risky. 

It  is  a  hot  day  and  reminds  me  not  a  little  in  the  at¬ 
mosphere,  end  in  the  siorroundings  too,  of  Davenport,  that 
morning  five  years  ago.  How  old  we  have  grown  since  then 
and  what  a  family  we  have  on  our  hands.  .It  would  have  been 
a  great  rollof  to  ua  then  could  we  have  been  assured  that 
this  day  woxild  have  seen  us  so  well.  And  how  glad  we  should 
now  be  if  we  could  only  know  that  the  coming  five  years 
would  take  us  through  or  to  no  darker  days  than  those  which 
in  the  past  have  been  dark  because  of  evil  dreaded  rather 
than  evil  seen. 

Just  to  think  that  we  have  a  boy  five  years  old  -  be¬ 
fore  wo  know  it  ha  will  be  coning  home  from  school  telling 
us  of  Julius  Caesar.  So  it  goes!  I  am  glad  that  Ur  and 
ViTs.  Dow  think  we  have  good  names  for  our  boys  suid  good  boys 
to  bear  the  names. 

I  want  to  be  home  again  and  shall  bo  glad  when  tlio  time 
comes  so  that  I  can  feel  justified  in  leaving.  How  about  the 
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baby’ a  ctirly  hair.  If  tha  children  take  their  dark  eyes  from 
you  -  where  does  curly  hair  eoae  from?  Not  from  ny  family* 

Affoctionately  yours, 

.  .  .  -  Sartoll." 


"Albany  July  30  1868 

My  dear  Sartell: 

Yours  of  the  26th  just  received#  Tfe  are  very  glad  to 
have  so  good  an  account  of  you. 

I  should  like  just  such  a  trip  as  you  speak  of  only  it 
is  too  Icng,  too  much  R,  R.  and  steam-boat  travel.  I  have  no 
plan  for  going  away  and  only  b-scause  the  girls  expect  it  do 
I  think  of  it  at  all. 


Ut.  Martin  goes  off  today  for  Halifax  to  be  gone  two  or 
three  weeks.  Ho  cloarly  needs  soma  change.  It  will  confine 
me  while  he  is  away. 

We  are  through  with  our  haying.  Weather  is  now  fine  but 
rather  dry.  All  are  pretty  well. 

Yours  &c., 

E.  P.  P." 


"New  York  July  31  1868 

My  dear  Sartell j 

The  Judge  and  Mary  were  down  today  and  say  everybody, 
the  boys  included,  are  as  well  as  possible  at  Piernont.  We 
are  rejoicing  to  think  you  are  in  a  fair  way  to  build  up 
pernanently,  and  hope  you  will  taka  the  tima  for  it. 

Remember  us  all  to  ’Judge.'  Pumpelly  has  just  finished 
his  book  of  travels  and  ia  looking  for  a  publisher.  I  be¬ 
lieve  ho  gives  the  whole  journey  around  the  world.  He  has 
now  started  via  Pennsylvania  for  Lalce  Superior.  Kimball 
thinks  the  air  on  Lake  Superior  better  than  at  St.  Paul  - 
or  anywhere  else. 

It  is  hot  in  the  City  again  and  the  mosquitoes  are 
awful.  Those  fellows  don’t  sing  but  strike  deep.  I  have 
much  to  do  In  Albany  now,  and  hope  to  gat  the  Attorney 
General  into  New  York  affairs.  I  go  back  Saturday  night. 

Affoctionately, 

W.  P.  Prentice." 
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*  '  **Koimt  Hope,  August  4th. 

What  a  good  boy  you  ora,  Sartell,  to  write  me  another 
nice  letter*  I  send  you  reany  kisses  and  grateful  thour^hts. 
Though  somebody  has  been  a  very  poor  correspondent  she  has 
not  been  indifferent  to  her  brother's  haps  and  mishaps  - 
and  as  proof  of  her  devotion  kno^  that  she  has  read  all  your 
.  letters  to  *l4y  dear  Parents*  -  *%  dear  Bro.*  &c.  -  I 

Really  Sartell,  I*v0  been  more  busy  this  summer  than 
ever  before  -  sowing,  sewing,  sewing. 

As  for  our  trip,  -  it  would  be  magnificent  to  take  the 
one  you  propose,  but  too  hard  for  Father,  Mother  says.  It 
is  quite  undecided  where  we  shall  go.  Mr.  Martin,  Father's 
cashier  in  the  Bank,  will  probably  bo  gone  a  couple  of  weeks 
yat,  so  it  will  probably  be  the  last  of  the  month  before  we 
start. 

The  'Wing*  family  is  beginning  to  look  like  itself 
again.  That  young  lady  is  extremely  pretty  for  her  age,  and. 
very  large. 

What  news  is  there?  Packer's  friend  Huntington  is  en¬ 
gaged  -  to  a  young  lady  of  Harlem.  Kimball  has  been  in  Al¬ 
bany  a  good  deal  lately,  end  of  course  stayed  at  the  Martin's. 
I  believe  Alice  has  been  at  homo  all  summer,  Punpolly  is 
probably  now  in  the  Lake  Superior  country  -  ho  started  last 
week,  Taylor  expects  to  visit  l!r,  William  Leonard  this  sum- 
laer,  opposite  Castle  ton,  the  late  widower,  you  know.  Mr. 
Leonard  has  a  pretty  c is ter -in-law j  Miss  Susy  DeWitt.  Luther 
Tucker's  house  la  delightful;  Jessie  and  I  went  through  it 
the  other  day. 

I  have  promised  to  make  some  cookies  for  the  children, 
so  I  Biust  begin  to  see  about  it.  All  send  love. 

Your  loving  sister, 

Bertha." 


"St.  Paul,  August  5th  1868 

.  Wednesday  evening  8-1/2  o'c, 

My  dear  Maddie: 

I  have  not  been  feeling  quite  well  today,  I  do  not  know 
why  unless  because  I  did  too  much  yesterday,  I  caught  a  lit¬ 
tle  cold  last  night  -  however,  tomorrcw  I  hope  to  be  all 
right. 

Did  I  mention  in  my  letter  of  the  28th  seeing  a  poor 
young  fellow  at  White  Bear  Lake  who  was  evidently  far  gene? 

He  was  brought  here  last  evening  and  died  during  the  night. 

He  was  alone  -  had  no  friend  with  him  and  died  alone.  Since 
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I  have  been  here  I  have  heard  of,  I  thirdc,  a  dozen  or  more 
cases  iHuch  like  this*  One  constantly  sees  faces  so  parked 
by  suffering  that  they  haunt  ono.  I  can  nc^  see  the  face 
of  that  young  ir.an  ao  if  it  were  before  eq.  It  is  as  ^ts. 
(Judge)  Porter  of  Chicago,  said  last  Fall,  one  of  the  draw¬ 
backs  of  this  neighborhood,  and  I  suppose  of  every  such  re¬ 
sort,  tliat  one  meets  these  faces,  not  to  be  forgotten. 

I  have  not  been  to  Vanderpoel's  today,  as  I  expected 
if  they  were  not  down  here,  and  do  not  know  yet  whether 
the  'Judge*  has  returned  or  whether  the  Adriancea  have  ar¬ 
rived. 

In  a  'Post'  send  me  by  Packer  is  an  account  of  Commence- 
ment  at  Williams.  There  have  been  several  now  professors  ap¬ 
pointed  and  sorse  changes  made.  Next  year  is  the  10th  year 
meeting  of  my  class  and  we  will  have  to  go. 

Lo\'e  to  all, 

Sartell." 


"St.  Paul,  August  7th  1868 
Friday  morning. 

Ky  dear  Paddles 

I  am  very  glad  to  know  that  you  are  so  much  better. 
'Judge'  Vanderpoel  and  Jack  Adriance  have  just  been  in 
and  made  me  quite  a  call.  I  rodo  up  there  yesterday  but  all 
were  out.  Judge  invited  me  there  this  evening  and  I  accepted 
provided  it  is  pleasant  and  fair.  I  have  felt,  the  past  day 
or  two  a  little  bit  discouraged,  more  like  the  person  of  a 
few  months  ago.  However  I  am  better  today."  '  ' 

"August  11,  1868  '' 

Dear  Sartell t 

I  have  left  Vary  Hill  all  alcne  in  the  music  room,  so 
I  shall  have  to  make  a  very  short  call  on  you  this  afternoon. 

We  expect  Emma  amd  Henry  tomorrow  or  Thursday.  Bob 
Kelly  may  be  here  today  and  Ida  will  come  up  with  Packer, 
Thursday.  It  has  been  very  rainy  for  the  past  two  weeks. 

We  want  to  have  a  croquet  party  ttiis  week,  but  the  ground 
•is  too  wot  now* 

Florence  was  not  feeling  very  well  this  morning  and 
did  not  come  over  to  breakfast,  but  we  hope  to  see  her  at 
dirjier. 

The  strawberry-apples  are  ripe  and  we  are  all  enjoying 


•  '■:'?■  ■  ?  i’  ,'  Vr  ‘■^*' V  t  '  ■  •  ^  ‘’■‘'  ;  ;.•'•■  •' 

•.  ;  *;  ".  -  ?  r  %  5  X  'W  **  •:  .  .  *♦  •  . 

■'  •••  '-V.  ‘ 

•’:.:  *’•  *-  *■  •  ^  '  .  , .,"  ':  2:  - 

to  ftMob  M  .±4lrfi  I  1^0  bwri  •vtd  I  •t»ri  I-  <- 

••?  .atM  aa  ai.#r  .a»  «oW  »t  V,"  If  4'IS  (iJLu  ' 
-w«b  a«  1o  ana  .Ila’J  SmI  WMf  ,o3«ot«*®  '»  '7 

-:rSo»  r«-  -ka  -“Ki"  I  ^ 

.naJ^aa^ol  »d  oi  *od  ,aaoal  aaaiW 
.  ^'  bajaeqxa  X  •»  .xabat  a'XaoqwbaaV  ^  ,^l^' 

ia^arfa  Jar  mwl  foa  ob  tea  ,aiert  napb  ■♦'>“^®7"V?r  ji 
V.  .Tj  aaad  aao^iM  aitt  lte#ari*  lo  bat«»*M 

-aoaa^O  lo  trwooM  aa  at  trfsaX  «  J"**  ^ 

-qa  atoaaalo-iq  Wj  laiavaa  «aa<f  aaad  aaariT  .a^HnW  ^a  ^ 

,,  « j.n »« X‘  isf.2 


•  .  V 

f».- 


Lfr..  A  }  ■•  » 


*  '  ^ 


a*  .  « 

•^-  t  n» 


Z^r>  * 

*  • 

’  *  • ». 


‘y  '  < 

8dftX  dft*  t«uy/A  t^JsJ 

aat,r«»x-bi^....-  .  .albert  aaabxX 

aT^t^ed  dww  01  riA  iwrt  w\V 

ft!  mod  ditft  eoflA^-AA  i£o»L  biw  IdOci^ebnaV  ‘egbi/X^ 

ir*  ±iid  ’yjflbii^Bwx  iTodd  qtf  •bo‘f  I  .IIbo 
bidqiodB  I  bus  arredf  «o 

Tib  d««q  edt  ,il»l  Bvarf  I  •ttiil  biiA  ^owneXq  bI  dl  beb^iq 

M  lo  r»c*i#q  Blit  eiUI  no*  ,bBSiW®®«-^^  ilidll  b  o«t  to 

<*.rjU>of  tB^isd  AA  I  'z&rdmoH  .03B  arttflOfli  wil 

•  *  '•'*1 

'•  ’*’^_  •  "j  a  /4X 

'•  sasi  ,xr  ^austfA*  ' 

'  I  .  A’ .  I 


. »  ^ 


•,.  ■, 

:.i  * 


1^*^* 


09  ,«ooT  oliom  ®rii  nX  Bmla  XI*  XXXH  x**bSI  I^bX  btbH  I 

/  .iTOOfXTBtll  »Xdd  diodl  X^BT  B  edlB  Ot  BVBfl  XIBOB  ^  1 

’do8  aXBbaTinfT  lo  lonottod  x**®*®  BfBi3l  ddBqz#  *" 

^  .  ,i©5(db1  ddXw  qif  aaioB  XXiw  ibl'  brtB  '^Bbot  aiad  ad  xb« 

'  VldBBV  owf  dBBq  Bdf  IPOl  X®XB1  BBBrf  BBd  ^X  •XBba'B/XlT 

"ib»<l  bm/OTB  Bdi  i^fBBW  BtdJ  ®  ,  . 

.  a  >.*.  T  .won  dBW  ood  Bl* 

^  #T  *  '_  r 

bOB  ^OifTW*  Biflt  XXBW  X^BT  yjilBBl  ^n  BBW  ©OaBTOX^ 
ia  ii^lBd  BBB  od  tqod  BW  fud  ^tll’KBBld  od  TBTO  BfllO^  dOfl  bib 

‘  ..  'u  3  •TBIlfab 

'i  XXb  BTB.BB  bciB  BqlT  riB  fBXqqB-rH®<^«*ttB  tdT 

‘  ■  ■*•  _ _ ^  V  •  *• 


'  l! 


•-  -4-  ^ 
p‘ 


•  •iJ 


230 


them, 

I  isust  go  now.  Adieu, 

Your  affectionate  sister, 
Jessie.” 


•St.  Paul,  August  11th  1868 

Vj  dear  Kaddie: 

I  have  not  yet  received  a  letter  but  I  hope  for  one  when 
I  go  down  to  dinner. 

While  I  was  absent  Genl,  Terry,  accoEipanied  by  one  of  his 
aides  called  upon  kq  and  yesterday  the  Genl,  again  called. 

This  morning  I  called  at  Hd.  Qrs,  Genl.  Terry  had  juot  stepped 
out.  Then  I  asked  for  Col.  Graves,  the  Aide  who  had  called, 
and  had  a  pleasant  chat.  On  the  piazza  as  I  started  to  leave 
I  mot  the  Genl.  and  several  other  officers  -  two  buttoned  and 
three  buttoned.  The  Genl,  would  not  let  me  get  ahead  of  him, 
euid  like  the  two  courtiers  of  old  we  bowed  each  other  into 
the  house  and  into  a  front  room.  There  I  had  a  very  pleasant 
and  friendly  talk  about  the  Col.  Otis  &c,  Ac.  net  a  Genl. 

Green  of  his  staff,  his  Adjt.  Genl.,  Col.  Ed.  Smith  of  whom  I 
had  often  heard.  Genl.  Terry  said  he  had  called  yesterday  to 
ask  me  to  dine  with  two  or  three  Colonels  and  Generals  whom 
he  mentioned, 

I  was  very  glad  Indeed  to  hear  Genl.  Terry  speak  in  the 
highest  terms  of  Col,  Otis.  He  said  ho  was  'one  of  the  best 
soldiers  in  the  Army*  and  that  in  his  Dejnrtment  no  other 
officer  *had  so  good  control  over  or  so  good  discipline  in 
his  post  as  did  Col.  Otis,*  He  said  that  Gsnl.  Stanley, 

(Col,  of  the  22nd)  said  Otis  should  have  been  appointed  to 
a  Colonelcy  in  the  Regular  Army  instead  of  a  Lt,  Col’cy, 

From  your  accounts  of  the  baby  and  of  his  being  always 
good,  I  think  he  laust  be  quite  as  remarkable  in  that  line 
as  either  of  the  other  children  -  if  not  more  so. 

Whoso  name  do  you  think  I  just  saw  on  tho  Register?  - 
None  other  than  Francis  Liobsri  He  has  however  given  up  his 
room  and  gone  to  Fort  Snolllng.  I  will  try  to  see  him  be¬ 
fore  I  leave. 

Affectionately, 

Sartall.** 


"St.  Paul,  August  13th  1868 

Vy  dear  laddie: 

I  had  no  letter  ftrom  you  yesterday  but  from  Father, 
thro*  Packer  and  thro*  yotir  Father,  I  had  good  accounts  of 
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all  at  Piennont.  I  recaivod  this  Eomlng  a  letter  froc  Ned. 
He  BQQma  to  be  much  engagod  by  his  building  operations. 

This  forenoon  I  took  a  horseback  rido  on  the  bluffs  be- 
1^  the  city  (as  represented  in  your  photograph)  had  a  very 
pleasant  ride,  a  good  hors©  and  a  chanaing  view. 

Do  you  remember  the  view  on  the  bluffs  bolow  Davenport, 
whore  we  could  see  the  river  valley  and  one  or  two  turns  in 
the  river?  This  morning^ s  view  was  not  unlike  that;  on  the 
OM  side  was  the  river,  winding  thro*  its  bottomland,  on  the 
other  the  city  spread  out  on  the  river  bank  looking  quite 
large.  The  country  here  is  much  like  the  rich  rolling  prairie 
land  about  Davenport.  The  population  here  is  not  so  large, 
and  consequently  upon  any  ride  out  of  St.  Paul  one  finds  much 
wild  land  as  well  as  rmch  land  newly  broken. 

Did  I  write  you  that  on  one  of  my  rides  -  to  Lake  Como 
I  think  -  we  saw  thorn  breaking  up  now  land?  They  had  upon 
one  little  plow  five  (psrhaps  six)  pairs  of  strong  oxen*,  and 
they  tore  the  plcw  thro’  everything,  and  earth  that  probably 
for  centuries  had  seen  no  sun  was  steadily  and  apparently 
easily  turned  up  to  receive  sunlight  and  rain  and  to  nrepare 
to  support  its  portion  of  humanity.  If  I  had  with  me*  here 
the  lady  who  aceonpanied  me  to  Davenport  I  should  be  able  to 
enjoy  a  stay  hero  very  fully.  ??hile*at  Davenport  I  shall  go 
over  tlie  old^tima  walks  and  rides  w©  so  enjoyed.  Do  you  re* 
Eember  the  one  we  took  so  often  out  Brady  Street,  back  of 
the  County  Fair  Grounds,  thro*  the  grove  of  young  oaks  and 
00  upon  the  bluff  to  Fort  I«cClellan  and  back  by  the  river 
bank? 

It  is  a  charming  day.  I  think  I  will  call  this  evening 
upon  Gonl.  Terry’s  family. 

Love  to  all, 

Sartell." 


•  **St.  Paul,  August  15th  1868 
Saturday  morning  ' 

dear  Maddia: 

Last  evening  Genl.  Terry  and  his  family  were  out  no  I 
left  my  card.  T?g  are  just  now  quite  blessed  with  Generals,  - 
Genl,  Warren  is  here,  and  yesterday  came  three  of  Gcnl.  Grant's 
staff  -  Genie.  Porter,  Babcock  and  Denis.  Genl,  Porter,  per¬ 
haps  you  remember,  narried  an  Albany  lady,  kiss  kcKarg.  He 
said  his  wife  was  at  Cooperstown.  Ko  is  on  an  inspection  tour 
to  California  and  expects  to  be  gone  three  months. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  Porter  was  a  Lt,  in  the 
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Ordnance  Corps  and  on  duty  at  the  Watervliet  Arsenal.  He  hap¬ 
pened  to  got  on  the  staff  of  the  rising  laan  (aa  A.D.C.)  and 
with  him  has  risen  froia  rank  to  rank  until  he  is  nor?  I  bolieve 
A.D.C.  with  rank  of  Lt.  Col.  and  is  Bvt.  Brig.  Genl.  U.S.  Army, 
He  has  an  easy  tit'o  very  pretty  work  and  opportunity.  His  po¬ 
sition  is  secure,  for  whether  Grcnt  be  General  or  President  he 
will  take  car©  of  his  official  family. 

The  weather  is  somewhat  warmer  but  very  pleasant.  KV  love 
to  all.  V 

Affectionately, 

Sartoll.” 


"Albany  Au^st  17  1868 

Ky  dear  Sartollj 

Yours  from  St,  Paul  is  just  recei^'od  and  I  have  aent  it 
down  by  Joe.  Packer  came  up  with  m  rmd  has  gone  to  Reyn¬ 
old’s  office. 

Five  of  Uncle  John’s  children  are  with  us  now,  as  well 
as  Ida.  SartoU  seems  in  good  spirits,  and  I  think  looks 
better  than  when  we  saw  him  in  I'arch,  and  yet  he  is  rather 
weak.  Wg  quite  enjoy  having  them  here.  They  all  went  to 
the  Shakers  on  Friday  and  Saturday  thej'  went  down  the  river 
to  the  Larned  place.  Today  they  came  up  to  the  City. 

Nothing  is  settled  yet  I  think  about  Capitol  extension. 
If  the  Capitol  Conmissionors  take  yoiir  house,  some  other  pro¬ 
vision  will  be  made  but  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof. 

I  suppose  I  shall  go  off  with  the  girls  in  a  few  days 
but  I  am  utterly  afloat  as  to  the  direction,  whether  Fast  or 
West. 

Yours  irc, 

E.  P.  P.« 


John  Vanderpool,  mentioned  so  often  in  Father’s  letters  from 
St.  Paul,  had  even  then  but  a  few  months  of  life  left  for  him. 

Ho  died  in  Chicago  June  3l8t  1S69  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his 
age.  The  following  notice  which  appeared  in  the  Albany  and  New 
York  papers  was  contributed  by  Father. 

"Few  Albanians  have  visited  St,  Paul  within  the  past 
three  or  four  years  that  have  not  been  indebted  to  the  kindly 
heart  and  friendly  assistance  of  John  Vanderpoel  for  many 
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favora.  Few  that  were  Invalid  who  have  not  often  In  their 
hearts  thanked  hiir.  for  aioinp  thom  to  while  irfiny  wei^ry  hoiirs 
away.  To  all  his  many  friends  the  annonncemont  of  his  sudden 
death  comes  with  a  startling  shock.  But  a  few  days  since  he 
was  here  on  his  way  back  to  his  Western  hoiiso  in  good  courage 
and  still  plannijig  for  the  future.  His  friends  could  then 
fesJ*  the  disease  which  he  had  so  long  and  so  courageously 
combatted  had  the  ascendency,  but  that  the  end  could  bo  so 
near  no  one  could  dream. 

Among  the  many  whom  ill  health  has  obliged  to  take  up  a 
temporary  residence  in  St.  Paul,  there  is  no  one,  probably, 
who  would  be  so  keenly  missed  as  he.  Possessing  in  marked 
degree  all  the  characteristics  of  the  cultivated  gentleman, 
he  was  always,  in  whatever  society  ho  chanced  to  be  placed, 
at  once  a  general  favorite.  At  school  and  college  and  amid 
the  cares  of  an  active  professional  life,  and  during  tho  dis¬ 
heartening  trials  of  long  years  of  illness,  ho  was  ever  the 
pleasant  genial  and  cultivated  companion,  the  respected  and 
well-loved  friend. 

To  his  family  there  will  bo  a  mournful  pleasure  in  the 
reflection  that  tho  bloar  which  stuns  thorn  will  be  felt  on  the 
plains  of  Minnesota  and  in  the  wilds  of  Florida,  wherever  the 
foot  of  the  invalid  has  rested,  for  in  every  place,  he  has 
left  warm  friends  to  miss  and  mourn  him.” 


*’Burtis  House,  Davenport, 

August  20,  1868 

Thursday  P.  M. 

k'y  dear  K-5addie: 

Hera  I  am,  again  in  Davenport,  again  in  the  old  hotel, 
the  Burt Is  House,  on  the  old  floor  --  in  the  old  corner  room, 
No.  59 «  which  we  so  long  occupied  end  where  Farmie  was  tom. 

You  say  truly  that  it  must  seem  strange  to  be  again 
here;  it  does  seem  strange  -  the  more  so  that  about  the  hotel 
there  is  so  very  little  change.  The  office,  reading-room,  bar¬ 
room,  bill iard -room,  barber-shop  (where  was  once  my  court- 
martial  room)  the  dining-room  with  its  boarding  tables  at  one 
end  and  ’transients’  at  tho  other,  male  and  female  waiters; 
the  second  and  third  floors,  same  old  rooms,  -  they  arc  ell 
unchanged  and  truth  to  tell  have  each  and  all  the  same  unkempt 
appearance  they  had  when  we  were  here. 

As  I  sit  in  front  of  the  window  with  the  old-time  sunlight 
streaming  in  thro'  the  blinds,  and  out  of  doors  the  same  old 
fence  and  house  and  lot  unchanged  since  we  together  looked  out 
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^bXo  «SM  adi  eaaob  lo  iao^hna  tat>a2Xd  adi  ‘oidi  iit" jnlaja^a 
iao  badooX  Tadiajoi  aw  aoati  basoadamf  ioX  b«a  awiod  baa  aoaal 
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upon  it;  as  I  ait  here  and  look  around  the  room  upon  -  and 
into  -  the  same  old  cracks  end  crevices  in  the  walls  I  can  in 
my  mind  sea  tlie  hordes  of  .  .  .  tliat  nightly  ventured  forth 
to  feast  upon  our  baby.  I  will  not  say  that  I  incline  toward 
prophecy  of  what  the  coning  night  will  bring,  or  that  I  think 
of  anything  but  the  past. 

Five  years  gone  I  It  seems  hardly  possible  amid  these 
surroundings  that  as  many  months  have  gone, 

I  arrived  here  this  morning  about  half  past  nine  o'clock, 
by  train  frcm  Port  Byron,  eighteen  miles  above,  where  at  pres¬ 
ent  the  boats  stop.  Port  Byron  is  just  at  the  head  of  the 
rapids,  and  opposite  St.  Clair. 

On  my  arrival  I  found  three  good  letters  from  you  mailed 
respectively  upon  the  13th,  14th  and  16th,  They  were  all,  my 
dear,  most  welcome  and  gave  me  good  news  of  all  I  most  love. 

I  received  also  letters  from  Father  and  one  from  your  Grand¬ 
mother  enclosed  in  one  from  Henry.  Father  tells  me  that  he 
expects  to  leave  in  a  few  days  with  the  girls  but  he  does  not 
positively  know  whether  for  the  East  or  the  West.  I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  ho  went  to  Lake  Superior. 

Your  Grandmother's  was  of  course  a  very  good  and  inter¬ 
esting  letter  -  one  that  I  shall  prize.  Henry's  was  pleasant 
and  like  himself. 

About  my  plans:  I  expect  to  be  with  you  a  week  from  Sun¬ 
day.  I  think  now  that  I  shall  leave  Chicago  next  week  Thurs¬ 
day  P.W.,  reaching  New  York  early  Saturday  morning.  If  you 
will  come  down  Saturday  morning,  I  will  meet  you  on  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  txain  leaving  Piormont  at  8.30  -  is  it  not? 
Otherwise  I  will  go  up  by  the  9.20  train.  I  should  like  to 
meet  you  and  so  have  good  company  on  the  way. 

Your  stories  of  the  boys  are  very  pleasant  and  bring  them 
before  me  very  plainly  -  our  boys.  It  is  queer  to  sit  here, 
where  Parmie  was  bom,  and  write  you  about  that  big  five -year- 
old,  I  wish  you  were  here.  Baby  I  am  very  desirous  to  see 
again.  You  give  so  good  an  account  of  him  and  tell  so  many 
things  which  show  how  he  must  have  changed  that  I  cannot  im¬ 
agine  him  to  myself.  The  others  I  can  picture. 

That  you  have  ell  been,  and  are  so  much  favoured  in 
health  I  am  most  thankful.  It  is  not  easy  for  one  to  go  off 
and  leave  his  family  behind. 

As  to  our  future  movements,  Kaddic,  we  will  decide  after 
my  return.  As  I  ha\^  suggested,  we  can  go  to  Bennington,  or 
any  place  you  would  like  in  the  mountains.  Possibly  you 
might  obtain  a  nice  place  at  Cooperstown.  You  can  think  it 
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all  over,  and  when  I  come  we  will  talk  it  over. 
Love  to  all  -  boys  and  yo-urself. 

Sartell." 


"Davenport  August  21st  1868 
Friday  afternoon, 

Vly  dear  K'addie: 

I  wrote  you  yesterday  on  ciy  first  arrival  again  at  Daven¬ 
port,  and  of  icy  occupying  again  our  old  quarters  -  in  all  so 
unchanged,  -  and  of  my  first  impressions  on  again  looking 
around  here.  The  more  I  see  of  the  place,  the  more  I  am 
struck  with  the  slight  change,  that  has  talcen  place  in  the 
central  business  portion. 

I'xs.  Atkins  is  the  same,  personally,  and  locally;  the 
boarding  house  where  we  so  nearly  froze  is  unchanged  in  hall 
(and  hall  table  with  the  big  bell  on  it)  stairway  and  sur¬ 
roundings.  Dr,  Adler’s  office  S-c.  &c.  &c,,  almost  all  the, 
to  us,  most  prominent  landmarks  are  the  same.  The  old  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  now  has  an  old  wagon  up  in  its  steeple  and 
is  a  carriage  manufactory,  but  that  is  almost  the  only 
change  thereabouts.  Rev,  ?»!r.  Anderson  is  still  here,  but 
his  congregation  now  occupy  the  church  on  Brady  Street,  on 
the  rise  of  the  hill  and  not  far  above  the  R.R.  tracks.  It 
used  to  be  an  Episcopal  Church  when  we  were  here , 

In  the  outskirts  the  City  has  greatly  spread  and  built 
up,  -  indeed  throughout  the  whole  city  there  is  an  air  of 
business  stir  and  activity  very  different  from  the  old  time. 

I  went  out  yesterday  over  the  old  road  you  and  I  used 
to  follow  when  you  first  began  to  ride  out  and  I  could 
scarce  recognize  the  first  part  of  the  way,  so  much  was  it 
built  up  and  fenced  in.  Old  Cainp  ^'!cClellan  is  of  course 
changed,  the  buildings  still  stand  and  as  they  did,  but  are 
occupied  as  tenement  houses  and  the  land  is  fenced  and  used 
as  a  cattle  yard.  The  country,  as  of  old,  looks  most  beauti¬ 
ful  and  rich.  I  think  if  you  were  with  me  we  could  both  to¬ 
gether  enjoy  most  thoroughly  again  roaming  around  over  it.  ••• 

Ii^y  trip  down  the  river  on  the  i^innesota  was  very  pleas¬ 
ant,  The  Upper  Mississippi  is  very  beautiful  and  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  any  stream  I  ever  before  saw.  Its  banks  are  ir¬ 
regular,  thickly  wooded  and  of  a  glorious  green  down  to  the 
water’s  edge,  almost  all  the  way  from  St.  Paul  to  Davenport* 
Its  course  is  different  from  other  ri\^rs,  now  narrow  as  the 
little  creek  in  front  of  Mount  Hop)e,  and  now  miles  wide,  turn¬ 
ing  and  twisting  in  all  kinds  of  cm’ves,  untrammeled  by  any 
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*»  '  ^  ^  ,  :Blb&4&l  XBBb  ^ 

-nfTBa  Sa  nXB3B  XBVlt'TB  itiil  t®  no  ^abiotsex  uox  e^orw  I 
oe  IXb  iU  -  aieitBnp  bio  u/o  nlB^n  T»  t^Toq 

^){ooX  otB^B  no  anolaaoiq&X  ietll  'em  lo  bnB  •  ,bB3iiBd5ni/ 
SB  I  BIOS  BCif  ,BOBXq  orfi  lo  BOB  1'^0'TOO  BrfT  .  Morf  W  b.nWTB 
Bdt  (Lk  BOBlq  aad  ,®8aBrfo  ^ri:?iX«  «d^  Atlw  iotrttB 

aootstoq  MBBolAffd  Xb^^bo 
erii  ;'^IXbooX  boB  «b®b®  8niiU*A 

XXBd  fU  boanadDru/  ai  osoit  x^ibba  oe  aw  rtedw  aei/orf  aaXbiBod 
-Ttm  bfiB  IXad  jlrf  aH^  ililw  wXdAt-  IXad  bfta) 

,8<ii  fXa  ^losXa  .bA  o04  aoi^lo  e*iaXbA  .id  .a3albfiuoi 
-Be*rt  bXo  adT  .asBe  edt  eta  ediBshfutl  iaenXao'sq  tao«  ,Etf  od 
bnB  aXqoate.  a^l  flX  qt/  no^Bw  bXo  iiB  aad  won  rloix/dO  OAtiaJx*^ 
Xino  adi  StosnU  tl  ^adt  Ixrd  ,xiwtoBlj/itBS  egaiiiBO  B  aX 
itrd  ,aiad  XXiia  ei  noeiabnA  ,*xM  -vefl  .e^</ode#i»dX  ayiado 
no  ,to9iX2  xb®"tS  no  doti/da  adt  x^^irooo  w>rt  ftoXi^Bj^eig/roo  eld 
XI  .e:<OAiX  .8.H  adX  arodB  lal  Xon  baa  XXid  edt  to  aali  adi 
«eiad  aiaw  aw  nadw  dourdO  iBqooslqS  na  ad  oX  baat/ 
XXind  boa  baaiqi  x-^dBai^  sad  x^X^  •dX  aXildtXoo  adX  ol 
lo  lia  na  el  oiadX  x*Xlo  tXodw  adX  Xirod;5JO*xdX  baabol  - 
.aaslX  bXo  adX  noil  Xnaialllb  x**®^  x^XwiXoa  boa  itXi  aaenlet/d 
baeif  I  bna  oox  baoi  bXo  ariX  lato  xabiBtaax'Xoo  Xnaw,I 

bXi/oa  I  boa  X(/a  abli  oX  na^ad  Xaill  uox  nadw  _^fXol*oX 
XI  aaw  ddua  oa  «XBv  adX  lo  Xiaq  Xaitl  adt  aaln3ooai  aoiaoa 
aEiwoo  lo  al  aaXXaXOoM  qsaO  bXO  .ol  baaaal  boa  qi/  XXlad 
'  era  XW  ,blb  xadX  ta  bna  bnaXa*  IXlXa  a^bXiwd  adX  ^bwsAida 
baei/  bna  baaaal  el  bnaX  adX  bna  Baa;rod  XnananaX  aa  balqi/ooo 
•iXi/aad  Xaoa  edooX  ^bXo  lo  aa  •dT  .biBx  alXXao  a  aa 

•oX  dXod  bixroo  aw  aa  dXlw  aiaw  sox  11  inldt  I  .dali  bna  lal 
•  .XI  levo  bnuoiB  ^alsaoi  ttls^M  xW^ooiodX  Xao«  x^l®®  ladXaj 
•taa£q  x^aw  aaw  aXoaanolV  axlX  no  lawli  adX  nwob^qliX  xM 
•t,llb  x**®^  bna  Xi/llXt/aad  x^av  el  IqqlaelaalM  laqqH  adT  .Xna 
-t1  aiB  eXnad  eXI  .wat  aiolad  lava  I  saaiXa  noil  Xnaial 
aiiX  oX  awob  naai:i^Bi/oliol9  a  ,lo  boa  baboow  xXdoldX  «ialu9ai 
•  XioqaavaQjoXfdifol^.XS  soil  x®®  XXa  XaoaXa  ^a^ba  a‘i<dBW 
adX  a®  woiuea  won  7®'*®®!'*  ladXo  soil  Xnaialllb  aX-  aaiuoo  aXl 
•maX  ,Abiw  tails  aon  boa  ^aqoM  XnuoM  ^lo  Xaoil  ol  daaia  aXXXlX^ 
xna  xd  baXasaaiXm/  ^eawit/o  lo  abnXd  XXa  nl  snlXelwt  bna  ^1 


Philena  Cheney  Prentice 
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rlver-like  dignity. 

♦V,  sounds,  on  the  boats, 

the  landings  and  bars  »  all  alcsig  the  ri\n9r,  so  different  from 

our  Easoern  ways  and  all  so  iTiteresting  to  evory  Easterner  even 
though  he  way  have  kncirn  it  all  before. 

The  idea  of  running  an  immenso  and  handsome  steamboat 
ashore  to  take  on  or  put  off  freight  or  passengers  as  they  do 
or  even  for  a  single  passenger!  Or  of  lighting  up  of  an  eve¬ 
ning  when  about  to  land,  by  a  huge  tripod  filled  with  pitch- 
pine  and  tar  -  siwking  flaring  blazing  and  crackling  and  throw¬ 
ing  over  all  30  wild  a  light]  And  then  the  crowd  of  deck  haiids, 
twenty  or  thirty  in  nunher,  white  and  black,  numing  all  over, 
all  running,  all  jabbering  and  all  in  a  hurry  to  get  freight 
on  and  off.  Then  coines  the  shrili  whistle,  the  dingling  of  the 
various  engine  bells,  the  deep  heavy  puff,  puff  now  from  one 
and  then  from  the  other  of  those  lof'ty  smoko  pipes,  sounding  so 
like  the  heavy  breathing  of  soma  enormous  monster,  as  the  boat 
with  one  wheel  backing  and  the  other  going  ahead  turns  from  the 
ohorc ,  and  on  into  the  darkness,  the  noise  all  stilled,  no  sound 
but  tiia  wind  and  the  distant  splash  of  the  paddles  -  for  the 
wheels  are  for  astern. 

The  idea  of  lifting  an  enormous  and  magnificent  steanlioat 
off  or  over  a  *bar‘  when  grounded  -  of  walking  her  off  on  two 
huge  legs  of  spars,  one  on  each  sidol  Truly  Jassissippi  River 
ways  are  interesting. 

The  trees  on  the  banks,  reflected  too  in  the  water,  are 
mostly  cotton-wood,  caple  and  oak,  with  some  elms.  Ivy  grows 
most  luxuriantly  and  forms  bowers  and  arches  of  fantastic  but 
always  graceful  shape,  and  always  rich  in  color,  hiding  dead 
trunks  and  branches. 

The  bluffs  vary  in  height  from  100,  to  T  should  think, 
P'crhapa  450  feet,  and  in  distance  from  each  other  from  more 
than  five  mjjLes  to  half  a  mile.  Especially  above  LaCrosse 
they  are  very  irregular. 

The  towns  along  the  ri’/er  -  all  called  cities  are  ustially 
very  small  -  little  collections  of  houses  -  very  matter  of 
fact.  Dubuque  was  the  first  place  I  saw  that  had  a  pleasijig 
look.  There  I  saw  some  comfortable  private  houses  and  from 
that  point  we  saw  more  and  more  signs  of  cultivation  in  the 
land.  At  many  places  above  Dubuque  -  laCrossa,  Prairie  du 
Chien  &c.  there  were  fine  business  buildings  of  stone  and 
brick  at  the  landings. 

At  Clinton,  some  forty  miles  above  here,  where  the  Pacif¬ 
ic  R.R,  crosses  the  river  on  a  fine  bridge,  in  passing  through 
the  draw,  the  boat  swung  against  the  sharp  cut -water  of  the 
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From  observer’s  left  to  right,  - 


E.  Parmalee  Prentice,  Sartell  Prentice,  Jr 
Pierrepont  Isham  Prentice. 

From  a  photograph  taken  August  24,  1869 
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pier  and  I  thought  for  a  moment  i?0  might  give  an  item  to  the 
papers.  However,  little  damage  was  done. 

I  expect  to  go  to  Chicago  tomorrow  night  and  from  there 
will  write  you  of  my  plans,  and  when  to  meet  me  in  New  York. 

The  weather  is  delightful  -  neither  too  warm  nor  too 
cool.  Tell  the  boys  that  pretty  soon  ncv?  Papa  is  coming 
home. 

Tiith  love, 

Sartell.” 


It  was  not  until  1B79  that  Father’s  health  was  sufficiently 
restored  to  enable  him  to  go  into  business,  and  at  that  time  we 
moved  to  Chicago. 

In  the  meanwhile  until  Grandfather  Isham's  death  our  summers 
were  spent  in  Piermont,  where  he  had  built  a  house  for  us  near  to 
his  own.  After  his  death  most  of  the  year  was  spent  in  Albany, 
although  we  regularly  went  to  Bennington  or  P-anchestar,  for  the 
hot  weather.  Thus,  in  Albany  and  in  Piennont  it  was  our  good  for¬ 
tune  to  see  much  of  our  grandparents  of  whom  I  retain  a  vivid  rec¬ 
ollection. 

I  remember  particularly  a  Icng  talk  which  I  enjoyed  with  my 
Grandfather  Prentice  sitting  one  evening  in  the  open  door-way  at 
the  East  end  of  the  Saloon  at  Mount  Hope,  and  watching  the  stars 
as  they  came  out.  It  is  but  one  of  many  memories  mentioned  now 
because  I  have  lately  discovered  a  letter  from  Grandfather  ad¬ 
dressed  to  me,  in  which  a  reference  to  this  visit  is  made. 

"Albany,  May  13,  1671 

\!:y  dear  Parmolee: 

If  you  will  look  at  the  planets  now  you  will  see  how 
much  Venus  has  gained  on  Jupiter  since  we  saw  them  hero. 

Now  Venus  has  got  ahead,  and  then  it  was  very  much  behind 
Jupiter.  How  can  this  be  accounted  for  since  they  are  both 
travelling  in  the  same  direction,  i.  e.  ?'ast?  Perhaps  your 
Father  will  tell  you  there  are  two  reasons.  First,  Venus 
is  so  near  the  sun  it  has  to  go  fast  to  keep  out  of  it,  - 
75,000  miles  an  hour,  and  second,  that  she  >ias  only  about  an 
eighth  (hundredth)  as  far  to  go  in  making  the  circuit,  that 
Jupiter  has,  Venus  will  go  around  in  2/3  of  our  year,  while 
it  will  take  the  laggard  Jupiter,  twelve  whole  ones  to  do 
the  same  thing.  Ask  your  Father  to  explain  this.  Ho  will 
tell  you  Venus  is  between  us  and  the  sun,  but  Jupiter  is  a 
long  way  outside  of  us.  One  has  two  million  miles  to  go 
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and  the  other  fourteen  hundred  millions. 

Watch  them  a  few  nights  and  see  how  they  work  apart  and 
remember  they  are  both  going  in  the  same  way. 

Venus  is  near  the  sun,  and  therefore  bright,  while  Jupi¬ 
ter  though  fifteen  hundred  tijnes  as  large,  is  yet  so  far  off 
as  to  look  comparatively  dull  and  small. 

I  watch  them  and  others  every  night,  but  always  think  of 
you  now  when  I  do  so. 

Your  Uncle  Packer  was  here  yesterday  but  went  down  last 
night.  Your  Grandmother  is  much  better  than  she  has  been. 

All  the  rest  well.  Tell  Pierrepont  and  Sartell  we  think  of 
their  visit  with  just  as  much  interest,  and  also  like  to 
think  of  the  ride  I  had  with  them  at  Piermont.  Love  to  your 
Mother  and  all. 

Your  grandfather 

E.  P.  Prentice .” 


The  first  break  in  our  circle,  came  with  Grandfather  Isham's 
death  in  1872.  We  had  noticed,  for  some  time  that  his  health  was 
not  at  its  usual  high  level,  and  for  this  reason  in  March,  we  had 
made  the  crayon  portrait,  which  has  been  considered  so  excellent 
a  likeness,  ’in  May,  Grandfather  died.  We  were  then  occupying  the 
house  which  he  had  built  for  us  in  Piermont,  and  Father,  being  in¬ 
terested  in  a  card-board  manufactory  in  Albany  spent  his  time  with 
us  or  went  to  the  office  in  Albany  as  his  health  permitted. 

As  the  Spring  advanced,  Grandfather  failed  rapidly.  In  April, 
while  Father  was  in  Albany  erysipelas  set  in.  Father’s  diary  reads 

Saturday,  April  2C)th.  Received  a  letter  from  laddie, 
saying  the  Judge  was  out  of  immediate  danger.  Parmie  and  I 
'left  for  Tarrytown  and  home  by  ten  o’clock  train.  Had  a  very 
comfortable  ride.  Found  ferryboat  waiting  and  reached  Nyack 
about  half  past  three.  Henry  was  awaiting  us  there  with  the 
bxiggy  and  wo  reached  home  about  four  o’clock.  Maddie  and  the 

children  were  at  the  Judge’s  to  meet  us. 

The  Judge's  face,  the  left  side  especially  is  exceeding¬ 
ly  swollen.  The  abscess  is  just  under  the  eyebrow  on  that 
side.  He  has  had  a  very  hard  time  and  is  not  yet  out  of 

danger.  ,  .  .  . 

Sunday,  April  2l8t.  The  Judge  seems  brighter  and  more 
like  himself.  The  doctor  told  me  that  for  two  days  he  had 
not  expected  him  to  rise.  Now  the  erysipelas  is  almost  gone, 
and  if  he  could  recover  his  strength  he  might  be  again  as 


,8nolXIliB  bt-rbrurd  ifdi’o  ©xli  bna  * 

bOA  ^Taqji  iiow  •••  Birfslfl  wel  a  «Art^  datAW 

.^Aw  ««»«  wi^  nt  snJtos  d^od  tedadflAi 

-Iqi/L  elidw  ,^dsi‘xd  AiolaiArii  bfLs  auitaV 

llo  taI  oa  BAjaJti  bAiboiid  flAA^lil  d^odS  *xa1  .v 

•  IXaba  bnA  IJjJb  ’^XAvl^AiAqKOd  dooX  o^  aa  r 

lo  duXdi  ayawXa  iwd  ^t#v9  nedio  bflA  aiecU  do^iw  I  ;  •  ; 

-  ^  .08  ob  I  nod*  ion  i/o^c  ‘ 

ftBl  nwob  dnew  dud  vAbiAdBA't  «**  'raaCoA^I  eXoaU  n/oTiO 
.oeod  tad  sd*  flAdd  -leddsd  doum  ml  'loddoabflATO  luoY  .dd^lft 
Yo  dfildd  ew  IXed-iAZ  fana  dnogmoX*?  XX»T  •XXaw  d8«  add  XXl 
od  tAlL  oeXa  bfui  ^dBQtedfiX  riojji  aa  deut  Hdtw  ddilr  ilAdd 
n/o^  od  AvoJr  «dnomol*i  da  nodd  ddXa  bad  I  AblT  odd^^Yo  dfiddd* 

.XXa  bSA  noddoSi 

qeddalbftAtS  iwoY 
-  *.aoidflfrt  -3 

*  .*  •■  ''*i<  >*  ■  *,-=  ’’L'V 

B'aadBl  i©ddAlbnAT:0  ddlw  eaao  ,eXoiip  tuo  «i  daeid  datll  adT 
saw  ddlaad  eld  dadd  ecsid  aaot  Tol  ,b(aoldofl  bad  af  .(VSI  nl  ddasb 
bad  aw  ,doTA:i  ni  noaaai  eldd  to'i  baa  ,raraX  djid  lauw  add  da  doo 
dnaIXaoxa  oa  baaablenoo  naad  aad  doldw  ,diaxMoq  noraio  add  abaa 
add  yil'^cquooo  nadd  a^aw  aW  ^balb  iaddAlbna*xO  al  •eeanadll  a 
-<id  ^rtiad  ,'iaridB3  bna  ,dno<naXX  at  au  tol  dXliid  bad  ad  doidw  eeuod 
ddiw  a(ttd  aid  dnaqa  xnadlX  nd  bBacd-biaa ‘a  nl  badaaiad 

.baddhrtaq  ridXBad  cld  aa  aonio  add  od  dnaw  ro  t<f 

,XlTqA  nl  .xlblqB*!  baXlal  laddalbnaiO  ibaoiiavba  snl'rqS  add  aA 
;BbAai  a*'Tadda*?  .fil  daa  aaXaqlax^a  xj^iadiX  nl  aaw  laddal  aXidw 

■•  s  r  *  _ 

,albba:i  wnl  uaddaX  a  barlaoafl  .ddOS  XltqA 
I  bna  ola*xaX  •*ra^Ab  adadbaiBBLl  to  di/o  esw  a^bul  add  ^olx®* 

Xiav  A  baH  ’.nlaid  sIooXo'o  oad  x^  ®®^  nwodxT^*^  dial'  ^ 
doAxVI  bodoaat  boa  joldlaw  daodx^ial  bnuol  *ab£i  aXdadiolAOd  ‘ 
add  ddlv  aiadd  au  snld’lawa  aaw  x*id®H  .aaTdd  daaq  Ylad  di/oda  ] 
add  boa  albbafii  .ddoXa’o  ^ol  dx^oda  aoiod  badoaar  aw  bna  x^^i/d 

•  au  daacB  od  a'a^but  add  da  aTaw  na'tbXldo 
-Snlbaaoxa  al  xXXalaaqaa  ebli  dlaX  add  ,aoAl  a'a^bif^  adT  ' 

dadd  no  wotdaxa  add  tabau  daut  ai  aaaoeda  adT  .naXXova  x-C^, 
lo  duo  dax  doa  ai  boa  aoid  biad  a^bad  aad  aH  .abiaf***  ^ 
.  •lasnab'  - 

■  '  *'•■•*  *1  -C.  '  **  ““J 

aioa  baa  *xaJ^9intf  saaaa  a^buL  adT,  .dalS^  XiiqA 
bad  ad  axab  o«d  ool  dadd  aa  bXod  *xodoob  adT  .liaaffid  aiiX 
,aao9  dtofliXa  al  aalaqiaxio  add  wo<l  .  .aaii  od  arid  badoaqxa  don  .  • 
aa  niasa  ad  dd^la  ad  rid^gnaida  aid  ‘tawooaT  bXuoo  ad  li  toa 


Jr^ry  Isham  Prentice 

From  a  photograph  taken  Christinas  Day,  1868 
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Tfell  as  before  this  attack.  Still  -  the  kidneys  are  much 
worse . 

April  23rd,  The  Judge  dcwn  stairs  but  looking  and  appear¬ 
ing  feeble. 

Friday,  April  26th.  Father  and  Packer  went  to  Piormont 
from  New  York  by  nine  o’clock  train  returning  via  Nyack  and 
Tarrytown  about  three  o’clock,  in  the  afternoon.  P^addie  and 
the  boys  met  them  at  the  station  and  they  dined  at  our  house. 
Father  found  the  Judge  more  feeble  than  he  expected  and  he 
seems  much  less  hopeful  of  recovery. 

Saturday,  i5ay  4th,  The  Judge  steadily  failing,  though 
slowly.  Ned  is  on  his  way  West  but  will  return  in  ten  days. 

Sunday,  It^ay  5th.  The  Judge  is  clearly  failing  and  the 
swelling  on  the  left  side  of  head,  neck  and  chest  is  growing. 

He  talks  with  great  difficulty.  He  seems  glad  to  have  me 
about  and  asks  for  me .  cold  is  taking  heavy  hold  of  me 
and  I  feel  far  from  well. 

Itonday,  Vay  6th.  The  Judge  appears  much  the  same  but 
i  still  weaker.  About  one  o’clock  Dr.  Smith  and  Dr.  I’etcalf 

of  New  York  eirrived.  They  say  there  are  eighty  chances 
L  against  recovery,  -  that  probably  he  will  not  live  a  week. 

The  Judge  noticed  the  stranger  at  his  bed-side,  and  when  we 
‘  mentioned  the  name  -  Dr.  K'etcalf  -  ha  seemed  satisfied  and 

said  ’I  have  heard  of  you.’  He  had  been  dozing  and  wander- 
.  ing  all  the  morning  and  it  seemed  very  strange  he  should 

brighten  up  so,  but  he  did  the  same  yesterday  when  his  co\is- 
in  Vr.  Bradley,  entered  the  room.  Sam  Wood  spent  early 
part  of  night  with  Judge  and  K^addie  and  I  the  latter  part. 

'  The  Judge  failed  rapidly  all  night, 

Tuesday,  iiay  7th.  Fair  and  warm.  The  Judge  swallows 
with  great  difficulty.  In  the  morning,  Henry  and  I  supper t- 
i  ing  him,  he  moved  into  his  own  room,  and  into  his  own  old 

bed,  for  the  last  time. 

?  I  prepared  to  leave  by  express  train  and  said  good-bye. 

•  The  Judge  did  not  recognize  or  understand  me.  I  started  for 

;  the  station  b\it  felt  so  badly  I  gave  it  up  and  returned. 

He  had  been  calling  for  me  after  I  left. 

‘  Ifednesday,  liay  8th.  Word  came  to  our  house  in  the  early 
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morning  that  the  Judge  was  worse  and  breathing  laboriously. 

Ho  looks  much  the  same.  He  recognized  and  spoke  to  N'rs. 
leham,  and  once  to  K!addie.  Once  afterward  he  wished  the  win¬ 
dow  ’open*  but  ever  after  we  thought  him  to  be  tinconscious. 

In  the  evening  we  heard  running  on  the  piazza,  and  Caddie  run¬ 
ning  to  meet  the  message  was  summoned  to  her  father's  death- 
'-bed.  -.1  dressed  and  went  down,  but  was  too  late.  At  quarter 
after  nine  the  change  was  noticed,  -  his  breathing  became 
easy  but  more  and  more  rapid.  He  died  at  half  past  nine. 
Packer  came  up  by  express  train  and  was  present  at  the  end, 
and  of  service  and  comfort  in  the  evening  and  night. 

The  New  York  Evening  Post,  K!ay  9th  contained  the  following  no¬ 
tice  of  Grandfather's  death,  - 

"The  death  of  Judge  Pierrepont  Isham,  announced  today, 

.  affects  a  wide  circle  of  sorrowing  friends,  and  brings  up 
;  Eiany  memories  of  a  distinguished  career.  Rarely  now  do  we 
-  see  among  us  a  representative  of  that  class  of  men,  old-time 
,  judges,  who  were  raised  to  the  bench,  as  it  were,  of  necessity, 
purely  because  of  the  weight  of  their  professional  influence 
■  and  character,  whose  decisions,  founded  strictly  on  principles 
.  .of  Equity  and  the  Common  Law,  illumine  the  reports  of  the 
. courts  of  this  country,  are  cited  abroad  with  respect,  and 
•  continue  to  be  quoted  long  after  tliair  authors  have  given 
■  :  place  to  younger  men.  . 

.  Such  a  man  was  Judge  Isham,  for  a  long  time  an  associate 

with  Chief  Justice  Redfield  and  Judge  Bennett  on  the  bench  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Vermont,  in  its  bast  pariod,  but  of  late 
years  a  resident  of  this  city,  and  of  Piermont.  He  was  rarely 
seen  in  co\irt,  although  he  was  a  counsellor  of  soua  of  our 
most  influential  men  in  matters  affecting  their  largest  inter¬ 
ests.  His  reputation  was  known  throughout  New  York,  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  BOine  of  the  Western  States.  His  example  was  a  roost 
useful  one  in  all  the  relations  of  his  life,  prominent  as  he 
necessarily  was  in  society,  a  standard  bearer  and  an- active 
member  of  his  church,  and  one  who  zealously  performed  every 
duty  of  the  citizen. 

Now  that  he  has  gone  in  peace,  there  is  nothing  in  his 
memory  to  regret,  save  that  his  place  is  vacant  and  his  pres¬ 
ence  lost. 


Tuesday,  September  24th  1872  was  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  wedding  of  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  PT-entice,  and  the  cele- 
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Judge  Pierrepont  Ishain 
Copied  from  a  crayon  portrait  made  in  1871. 
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bration  at  Woimt  Hops  was  on®  long  ronembered, 
day  in  Father’s  diary  is  as  follows;- 


The  entry  for  this 


Fair  warm.  A  very  lovoly  and  perfect  autinan  day. 
Pachor  and  Bernai^d  (the  coachmn)  went  up  in  the  r&orning  to 
the  boat  with  the  ’big  carriage '  and  the  wagonette,  meeting 
Unci®  Jolm  with  Ellie,  llary  and  Mattie  and  Undo  James  with 

Eloise  and  their  six  older  children,  also  Aunt  Calista  and 
Ida. 

For  breakfast  a  table  was  set  in  the  Hlng  for  ten  chll-  ' 
dren  and  they  looked  very  pretty  ard  had  a  good  time.  In 
the  big  house  we  had  twentytwo  at  table  and  a  pleasant  meal. 
After  breakfast  Packer  had  to  go  up  to  court,  but  the  rest, 
children  and  all,  gathered  In  the  saloon  where  Father  read 
a  chapter  and  Mr.  Pearson  made  an  appropriate  prayer. 
Thirty-one  -  old  and  young  -  were  present  at  family  players. 
It  was  a  scene  not  to  be  forgotten. 

Afterward  the  florist  came  down  with  the  figures  1822 
in  white  and  green  and  1872  in  purple  and  rod ,  and  placed 
them  over  front  and  back  doors  of  saloon.  Mother  who  does 
not  yet  seem  quite  reconciled  to  the  anniversary  called  me 
to  her  and  said  ’You  are  making  it  hard  for  me  as  you  can'  - 
referring  to  the  floral  numbers .  During  the  forenoon  Father 
and  Uncle  John  went  to  the  city.  The  rest  of  the  numerous 
company  were  in-doors  and  out,  scattered  over  the  lawns  &c. 
and  all,  children  and  grown  folk  apparently  enjoying  the 
meeting  to  the  full. 

About  11  o’clock  Uncles  W^illisju  and  Edwin  with  Jimmy 
and  Effio  arrived  and  just  before  diruier  Bob  Kelly  and  Miss 
Stuart,  end  while  at  dinner  Ktrs,  Sackrider  and  Ki*.  Cresby. 

At  dinner  wo  had  a  table  in  saloon  opposite  dining 
room  door  and  had  altogether  forty-five  persons,  counting 
little  T^illiam. 


Packer  proposed  the  toast  very  prettily.  Father  and 
ViT .  Pearson  made  some  very  affecting  remarks. 

During  the  afternoon  a  number  of  friends,  ladies  end 
gentlemen  were  down  from  the  city  and  we  had  a  table  set 
in  the  dining  room. 

Bob  Kelly  and  Miss  Stuart  left  about  4  o'clock.  Uncles 
William  and  Edwin  with  Jimmy  and  Effie  about  5;  Uncles  John 
and  James,  Eloise  and  hor  six  children,  Aunt  Calista  and  Ida, 
Ellie,  Ma2*y  and  Mattie  left  about  8  o’clock  as  also  Crosby. 

The  day  has  been  a  very  pleasant  and  happy  one,  and  the 
family  gathering  a  most  complete  success  in  every  respect.” 
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Semanthe  Swift  Is ham 
Copied  from  a  photograph  taken  in  1873. 
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It  was  but  a  few  days  after  this  celebration  when  a  young 
man,  of  a  distinguished  New  York  family,  to  whom  Aunt  Bertha  was 
engaged,  became  mentally  disturbed  while  staying  at  ^'ount  Hope. 

The  situation  was  ono  which  drew  very  strongly  upon  the  sympathies 
of  every  one,  both  on  Aunt  Bertha’s  accormt  and  because  of  our 
friendship  with  the  young  man  and  his  family. 

The  engagement  was  broken.  Poor  Aunt  Bertha  -  her  history 
is  a  sad  ono.  llany  years  later  she  married  a  K^r.  James  Thompson, 
a  graduate  of  the  Troy  Polytechnic  Institute,  much  younger  than 
herself.  There  were  no  children.  As  a  young  lady  she  received 
a  great  deal  of  attention,  and  naturally  for  her  beauty  was  re¬ 
markable.  She  had  large  eyes,  an  oval  face,  regular  features, 
and  the  high  colour  which  has  prevailed  in  all  branches  of  the 
family.  I'ore  than  this  she  had  a  quick  mind  and  a  warm  affec¬ 
tionate  disposition. 

Four  years  later  in  1876  came  another  dark  year,  when  Grand¬ 
father  ft*entice  and  the  youngest  of  my  brothers  Richard  Skinner 
Prentice  died. 

The  entries  in  the  l^ount  Hope  diary  July  9th  1876  show  that 
it  was  evident  on  that  day,  Sunday,  that  Grandfather  was  sinking. 
The  diary  kept  by  Uncle  Packer  says:- 

Tather  was  conscious  all  the  day,  and  expressed  his 
wishes  though  speaking  very  faintly.  So  also  in  the  night, 
and  there  was  no  doubt  that  his  mind  was  at  peace  and  rest. 

Monday,  July  10th.  Father  died  this  morning  at  eleven 
,  -  ,  minutes  past  six  o’clock,  Ha  seemed  merely  to  stop  breath¬ 

ing,  and  no  feature  of  his  face  changed,  nor  was  there  any 
evidence  of  stiff  ©ring. 

All  who  were  here  were  with  him,  Mother,  Packer,  Sar- 
.-tell,  Bertha,  Jessie,  Aunt  Candace,  Florence,  Kelly  and 
Arnold  the  nurse.. 

'At  four  o’clock  ho  had  said  he  thought  he  could  not 
get  help  for  his  weakness,  nausea,  and  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  He  told  Arnold  then  not  to  call  the  family,  but  Arnold 
called  Jessie  and  ran  out  to  the  South  Y^lng  for  Packer.  At 
half  past  five  he  seemed  to  assent  to  take  a  little  brandy 
and  water  which  Arnold  gave,  but  his  lips  ho  could  not  close 
on  the  tube, 

Arnold  asked  him  if  he  could  see  the  simohine  coming 
into  the  room.  He  said  -  ’No.’  Arnold  asked  if  he  could 
see  him.  He  said  -  ’No.'  Arnold  then  knelt  by  his  bed¬ 
side  and  asked  if  his  faith  and  trust  in  God  were  strong 
and  he  moved  his  head  -  ’Yes.*  This  was  before  the  family 
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,Xti«a'i  aid  baa  aaa  gauox  edt  diJkw  qlriibflw^l 

Yiolalri  -xerf  -  «rf;t*x»8  iimA  lo&i  •rwio'xrf  8«w  •^T, 

,«oeqfloriT  eaual  .tM  *  bsJtmw  «rf«  ,mto  baa  a  81 

aadf  le^auox  doum  ^edaJUanX  olttdoBfxJ^dH  add  lo  otai/bats  • 
bevlos**!  eria  ic^aX  a  aA  ^aarbltda  ofl  B*tew  aYodT  .lX#ai8fl 

-•*1  888  *iad  ^ol  ^XXB'XXKfBci  bftft  I  croldtiod<tB  lo  Caob  a 

,80TXi^B8l  T8Xi/88t  , bobI  Ibto  fu  ,aBt»  bad^edE  .aLdadrm 

edj  lo  aarioctB^  XXb  aX  baXiavt'Ki  aad  doldw  iiioloa  dgld  add  baa 
-oellB  B^iBw  a  baa  bnXa  doltrp  a  bad  ada  aJtU  aadd  atoll  .xXX**l 

.oolXIaoqtlb  adaaolf  ^ 

•bnatO-fiadw  itaeic  ^Tab  ^adfoaa  aaaa  dK^£  at  •rafal  atBSX  taol 
aanatdZ  b-xadotH  atadf<nd  x«  lo  ^  ^  aotdaa'fl  taddal 

•  balb  aot^na'A 

iBdi  Boda  3V8X  X^8ib  BqoH>fli/oM  adt  ol  aalttnB  adT 

•^olslnla  B8W  .iBdtdlbnBiD  Sad^  iadd  ao  daablvB  aaw  il 

-18X88  taioBl  aloaU  x^  Sqaoi  x^b  •rf'T 

T 

*  . 
aid  baaaatqxa  bxxB  txab  add  lla  aaotoanoa  aav  tadtaT* 

,td3Xfl  adi  rtl  oaXa  o8  .xX^^Xal  x^bv  %aldaaqa  dy/odi  aadatw 
•d8Bt  baa  aoaaq  Sa  aaw  bnioi  eXd  iadt  dduob  oa  aaw  stadd  boa 

(TBYaXa  fa  ^nloto®  atdf  batb  tadfaX  .diOX  xial  .x^^baoH 
•cifaatd  qcfa  of  xXa^aa  baaaae  bH  .iooXo*©  xta  faaq  aafuata  .  .  * 

Xfia  Btedi  aaw  too  ,bayiad9  aoal  aid  lo  ati/^aal  ofl  baa  ^^ai 

•yiltellira  lo  aanablva 

-ta8  ttaiCoa^  ,*radloll  ^mld  dflw  ataw  atad  a'saw  odw  XIA 

bna  xXXaA  ,aoaatoX7  ,aoab£xaO  fmA  »aiaaaL  ,adfaa(l  ^Llaf:, 

^aatua  adl  bXofltA  ’ 

A  p=  ^  b> 

"I  If  Ofl  bXi/oo  ad  fd^^df^  ad  blaa  bad  ad  doolo*o  tx/ol  dA  * 

-dtaatd  lo  X'XXifolllib  baa  ^aaauaa  ^aaatdaaw  aid  lol  qXad  das 
bXoflt/L  dird  ^xXXaal  add  Xiao  od  doa  nadd  bXomA  blod  aH  .yiX .  ^  '  i  I 

dA  .tadorf?  tol  yiJtW  dfuoZ  add  od  dtro  flat  bna  alaaat  baXXao 
Xbnatd  aXddlX  a  aiad  od  faaaaa  of  baMaaa  ad  avll  daaq  Had  /  f  i 
atoXo  don  bXooo  ad  aqlX  aid  fud  bXomA  doldw  tadav  boa  ^ 

•adtfd  add  no 

Sniaoo  aoida^tii  add  aaa  binoo  ad  li  aid  bedaa  bXontA 
.bluoo  ad  li  baiaa  bXootA  ••o’d*  -  biaa  aH  .aoct  add  odfll 
•bad  aid  x^  dXard  aaxld  bXootA  '.oH*  •  biaa  aH  .flLfd  aaa 
snotda  ataw  boO.ni  daind  bna  ^iai  aid  11  badaa  boa  abia 
XXlaal  add  atolad  taw  aid?  '«aaT'  •  baad  aid  barvoa  ad  boa 
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Sartell  Prentice,  Jr. 

From  a  photograph  taken  in  Manchester 

in  1876. 
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came.  When  ^’e  first  saw  him,  his  eyes  were  dazed,  and  he  could 
not  speak  or  close  his  lips  but  though  labouring  for  breath  he 
was  quiet,  and  very  peaceful  in  expression.  Y?q  could  hardly 
tell  the  awful  moment  when  it  came.” 

Grandfather's  will,  which  was  characteristic  of  him  and  of  his 
life,  was  as  follcws:- 

;  ;  /  •‘Knowing  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and  desiring  to  guard 

against  any  unnecessary  trouble  and  confusion  to  interested 
survivors,  at  the  probably  not  remote  close  of  my  own,  I  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  designate  by  will  the  administrators  on 
.  whom  shall  devolve  the  care  and  settlement  of  the  estate,  and 
to  obviate  the  necessity  of  my  sons  giving  bonds. 

There  are  no  peculiarities  in  the  family,  in  its  relations 
or  its  properties,  which  seem  to  make  it  necessary  or  desirable 
■  '  to  give  the  latter  any  other  directions  than  that  provided  for 

by  the  statute,  save  intestate  bonds. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken  in  the  character  and  devotion  of  my 
children,  I  may  expect  it  will  be  administered  as  becomes  His 
steward,  to  whom  the  'earth  and  the  fulness  thereof  belongs. 

It  is  charged  with  a  heavy  debt  of  gratitude,  that  wo  all 
have  been  given  it  to  occupy,  and  'richly  to  enjoy'  so  long, 
and  that  now  I  am  allowed  to  transmit  this  evidence  ox  provl- 
‘  dential  care  to  the  wife  of  my  youth,  and  the  children  of  our 

love  and  confidence.  ^  ,  * 

They  have  never  disregarded  the  wish  of  their  parents, 

and,  I  am  persuaded,  will  not  the  higher  claim  of  their  laker. 
These,  I  think,  will  Involve  at  least  the  continuance  of 
'  /  appropriations  now  and  heretofore  made  to  worthy  objects,  re*- 
ativefand  friends,  subject,  of  course,  to  varying  circumstances, 

and  a  sound  discretion.  a.  i  ^  4-^ 

It  will  certainly  involve  His  more  direct  claims,  to 

the  whole  belongs. 

To  secure  or  provide  for  the  objects  spoken  of,  ,  -• 

’  P.  Prentice,  of  I'ount  Hope,  county  of  Albany,  ^d  State  of 
New  York,  do  make  and  publish  this  my  last  will  an  es  me.  , 
constituting  and  appointing  my  two  sons,  William 
;  -tice  and  Sartoll  Prentice,  its  executors,  and  to  be  adminis- 

.  tratora  of  the  estate.  ,  , 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal 

this  4th  day  of  January  1873.  ^  m  q  \  « 

E.  P.  Prentice  (L.S.;. 
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Pierre pont  Ishain  Prentice 

From  a  photograph  taken  in  I&nchester 

in  1876. 
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Grandfather’s  generation  is  of  great  interest  at  the  present 
time  because  of  its  position  in  transmitting  the  Puritan  traditions 
and  standards  of  life.  Such  a  great  movement  as  that  Khich  they 
represented  to  loodern  days,  and  for  which  in  fact  their  lives  stood, 
is  not  ^■^t  chut  up  in  booxs  nor  is  its  influence  princi|:^lly  derived 
from  our  reading.  The  personal  influence  of  those  who  have  been 
known,  the  training  of  early  years,  the  oral  incxacation  of  princi¬ 
ples  recognized  as  dignifying  the  lives  of  the  teachers,  covers  a 
,  longer  period  of  time,  as  passed  from  one  generation  to  another, 
than  appears  at  first  sight.  Dr.  Edmund  Peaseley,  now  living  in 
New  York,  once  met  a  man  whose  father  was  born  in  1688.  1,‘y  friend 

Clarence  Bowen,  publisher  of  the  Independent  in  this  City  tells  me 
that  a  number  of  years  ago  he  met  in  Plymouth  an  old  man  who  said 
that  as  a  boy  he  had  spoken  with  Theophilus  Davis  who  had  known  '  • 
Peregrine  White,  born  on  the  ilayflower.  These  of  course  ai'o  ex¬ 
treme  instances  and  mean  little  for  transmission  of  the  influence 
of  the  spirit  of  one  age  to  another.  Instances  less  striking,  but 
•more  significant  are  nearer  home.  When  Grandfather  Prentice  was 
born  in  1797  and  Grandfather  Isham  in  1802,  there  were  doubtless, 
still  living,  sons  of  Cromwell's  troopers,  and  many  who  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  them  their  childhood  training.  Pierrepont  Isham  was 
thirty-three  years  old  when  his  grandfather  Robert* died,  -who  was 
born  in  1757  and  whose  father  was  born  in  1699.  Grandfather  Pren¬ 
tice  knew  his  father's  parents  both  of  whom  were  bom  in  1735  and 
his  mother's  father  bom  in  1745.  T^lien  his  father's  father  was 
born,  Solomon  Prentice,  the  son  of  Henry  Prentice  had  been  dead 
but  sixteen  years  and  it  was  not  until  he  was  twenty-three  years 
old  that  the  second  Solomon  Prentice,  bom  in  1673,  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  Through  so  fer?  channels  has  the  Puritan  move¬ 
ment  j)assed  to  roach  the  present  time!  Those  indeed  who  have 
known  the  fathers  of  the  present  generation,  have  had  personal 
contact  with  the  Puritans  themsel'ves.  It  is  only  in  the  light  of 
this  conception,  and  in  the  knowledge  that  Puritan  government, 
displaced  by  the  Restoration  in  England,  was  never  displaced 
here,  that  Grandfather's  generation,  and  the  generation  of  the 
Civil  War  can  be  understood.  In  this  country  Puritanism  met  no 
opposing  movement.  The  political  and  ecclesiastical  system  of 
the  old  world  had  been  left  behind.  The  purpose  of  the  Western 
movement  was  to  find  liberty  and  a  now  State  in  a  new  world. 

"A  living  fire  from  the  al-tar  of  Calvin"  Vt.  Edward  Isham  said 
"glowed  In  the  souls  of  all  alike"  and  so  true  is  this,  that  the 
definition  of  the  word  "liberty"  as  now  fixed  in  our  constitu¬ 
tional  law  has  its  origin  not  in  the  legal  history  of  the  English 
term,  but  in  the  teachings  of  Calvin  and  the  practice  of  Puritan 
church  government.  The  movement  was  in  other  words  not  alone  of 
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a  democratic  nature  but  waa  a  republican  democracy  Trlth  this  limita¬ 
tion,  hoTTover,  that  it  tolerated  no  notion  of  ultimate  power  as  a 
property  of  popular  will.  Every  individual  stood  without  distinc¬ 
tion  of  rank  or  fortune  before  his  God,  but  his  soul  was  ”of  infi¬ 
nite  value,  and  the  possession  of  it  was  the  subject  of  an  e\XTlast- 
ir.g  struggle  between  tljo  powers  of  heaven  and  the  poTiCrs  of  hell.'’ 

In  no  smaller  dignity  then,  and  with  a  claim  to  no  lessor  respect 
tlian.was  his  in  the  drair^a  of  eternity,  did  he  stand  before  his  fel¬ 
lows  on  eartlu  If  this  wae  a  popular  republic  it  was  of  a  new  sort 
in  which  life  was  indeed  an  awful  responsibility,  and  the  prudence 
which  such  a  republic  must  have  -  in  order  to  last  -  would  be  great¬ 
er  than  had  ever  hitherto  been  shown  by  unrestrained  democracies. 

John  Fiske  calls  Calvin  the  constitutional  lawyer  of  the  Ref¬ 
ormation  clear  of  vision  and  cool  of  head  with  a  thoolcgy  which  has 
much  in  striking  harmony  with  rDodern  scientific  philosophy,  "It 
is  not  easy"  he  says  «to  speak  of  Calvin  with  enthusiacK,  as  It 
COITUS  natui'al  to  speak  of  the  genial,  whole-souled,  many-sided, 
mirth-ond-song-loving  Luther.  I^evertheless  it  would  bo  hard  to 
overrate  the  debt  which  mankind  owe  to  Calvin.  The  spiritual  fa¬ 
ther  of  Coligny,  ol  William  the  Silent  and  of  Cronrwoli,  must  occupy 
a  foremost  rank  arcong  the  champions  of  democracy,*'  Such  a  profound 
and  lasting  impression  as  follc^ed  his  teachings  and  the  Puritan 
movement  could  only  have  been  produced  as  the  result  of  a  profound 
conviction  and  purpose  in  the  minds  of  twn.  It  was  not  an  emotion¬ 
al  exporlenco  to  which  the  Puritans  appealed.  Sanctification  with 
them  was  indeed  the  work  of  God’s  free  grace,  but  it  was  accom¬ 
plished  by  enlightening  their  minds  before  the  will  could  bo  re¬ 
newed.  Their  study  sought  to  look  into  the  nature  of  things  to 
learn  man’s  duty  to  God  and  nan’s  duty  to  his  neighbour  -  the 
principles  of  religion  and  republicanism,  a  study  in  which,  so  far 
at  least  as  concerns  democracy,  it  might  be  admitted  that  their 
success  was  notable,  perhaps  the  more  easy  for  them  because  they 
understood  that  like  religion,  republican  government  is  something 
which  VO  must  not  only  work  to  get  but  which  demands  constant  ef¬ 
fort  and  watchfulness  for  its  preservation.  I  well  remember  my 
Grandfather  Isham’s  advice  -  given  to  me  before  I  was  nine  years 
old  but  long  treasured  and  in  later  life  followed,  -  to  study  the 
time  of  Caesar  in  Rome  and  of  Cromwell  in  England.  No  other*  j^riods 
he  said  so  well  deserve  the  thought  of  Americans. 

Both  Grandfather  Isham  and  Grandfather  Prentice,  wore  as  boys 
brought  up  in  the  faith  of  the  Federalist  party.  Citizen  Genet, 
the  tricolored  cockade  and  Napolconism  did  not  appeal  to  the  sober 
judgment  ol  their  New  England  parents  more  than  in  later  years 
Jsekson  and  his  constituency  appealed  to  their  own  judgments. 

After  the  disappearance  of  the  Federalist  party  both  my  father’s 
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family  and  my  mother’s  family  were  Whigs,  -  less  I  think  from  be¬ 
lief  in  the  Whig  doctrines  of  internal  improvements  and  a  protec¬ 
tive  tariff  than  from  distrust  of  the  make  up  of  the  Democratic^ 
party.  When  the  Republican  party  appeared  Judge  Isham  gave  it 
his  welcome  and  support.  Grandfather  Prentice  like  many  others 
who  though  opposed  to  slavery  believed  nevertheless  in  the  suprem¬ 
acy  of  law,  was  of  those  whose  position  was  represented  in  Daniel 
Webster's  great  speech  of  the  7th  of  March  (18*50).  With  Sew¬ 
ard's  notion  of  a  higher  law  than  the  Constitution  they  had  no  pa¬ 
tience.  That  there  was  a  higher  moral  law  they  fully  believed, 
but  that  existing  conditions  justified  revolution  they  denied. 

All  social  life  is  founded  upon  compromise.  Compromise  is  the 
foundation  of  human  co-operation,  -  of  civilization  itself.  The 
Constitution  was  a  compromise,  but  nevertheless  as  Mr.  James  Rus¬ 
sell  Lowell  said,  not  long  ago,  it  is  "perhaps  the  most  remarkable 
monument  of  political  wisdom  known  to  history."  Its  framers,  Vt. 
James  Bryce  said  were  'hfiser  than  Justinian  before  them,  or  Napo¬ 
leon  after  them."  ^-or©over ,  notwithstanding  the  inconsistencies 
.of  its  provisions  relating  to  negro  slavery  the  government  which 
it  established  was  a  monument  of  advancing  freedom,  and  every 
compromise  made  in  its  administration  was  a  step  toward  the  peace¬ 
ful  solution  of  a  very  difficult  problem.  When  the  possibility 
of  revolution  began  to  show  itself,  when  Wendell  Phillips  stirred 
the  emotion  of  the  crowd  by  his  cry  that  the  Constitution  was  a 
league  with  death  and  a  covenant  with  hell,  when  Seward  in  his 
less  excited,  but  equally  famous  phrase  gave  this  doctrine  the 
support  of  his  great  influence  when  the  Constitutional  questions 
were  abandoned  the  path  of  peaceable  solution  was  closed.  War 
might  have  come  in  1850.  That  it  did  not,  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  statesmen  produced  in  the  early  days  of  the  Republic  had 
not  yet  given  way  to  the  agitators  who  played  so  gi'eat  a  part  in 
bringing  on  the  war.  To  Daniel  Webster,  above  all  others,  is  due 
the  credit  for  that  compromise  which  gave  to  the  North  ten  years 
more  of  growth,  -  years  of  great  and  perhaps  of  vital  iir.portance 
to  the  cause  of  liberty.  That  in  the  meantime  the  slave  question 
should  become  a  party  question,  that  a  political  organization 
should  arise  of  a  purely  sectional  nature  was  natural  and  was 
hastened  by  the  aggressiveness  and  intolerance  of  the  South,  nev¬ 
ertheless  this  natural  process  was  unfortunate,  and  could  not  be 
approved  by  statesmanship  of  the  old  type.  With  a  very  largo 
majority  of  citizens,  of  all  parties,  therefore  Grandfatiier  would 
have  voted  for  the  Crittenden  Amendments,  -  a  settlement  which 
held  out  a  fair  prospect  of  postponing  all  difficulties  for  a  fur¬ 
ther  considerable  period,  and  conceivably  might  have  prevented 
Civil  War.  Unfortunately  the  opportunity  of  voting  for  such  a 
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comproEise  was  refused,  and  the  7«ar  came. 

In  a  commercial  and  political  asf>ect  the  first  seventy^five 
years  of  the  nineteenth  century  was  a  period  of  transition  from 
the  old  form  of  society  to  that  which  we  now  vaguely  seem  to  see 
dG\'eloping.  Grandfather  Prentice  was  born  one  year  before  i^'hitney’s 
invention  of  the  cotton-gin,  -  the  invention  which  gave  sucn  an 
impetus  to  cotton  growing,  and  created  such  a  demand  for  slave 
labour  in  Southern  cotton  fields,  that  it  has  been  called  the  cause 
of  the  War  -  and  died  in  1876,  one  year  before  the  withdrawal  of 
Federal  troops  from.  South  Carolina  and  Louisiana.  During  the  ac¬ 
tive  period  of  his  life,  after  engaging  in  business  in  Albany,  al¬ 
most  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  interested  in  what  were  at 
that  timiO  large  comimercial  affaixs,  extending  to  all  parts  of  this 
coxiTitry  and  to  many  foreign  countries.  His  acquaintance  was  of 
the  widest,  and  his  comiKercial  success  unbroken  from  the  tim*e  he 
entered  business,  until  in  I84O,  having  accumulated  what  he  con¬ 
sidered  a  sufficient  property,  he  took  the  unusual  step  of  putting 
a  limit  upon  his  pecuniary  am.biticn,  retiring  from  com.r.ercial  af¬ 
fairs  and  turning  his  business  over  to  his  brother,  -  who  it  may 
here  be  said  m^de  from;  it  a  much  larger  property  thian  Grandfather 
had  made.  His  retirement  proved  to  be  less  complete  than  he  had 
intended  for  in  1853  he  becam.e  President  of  the  Albany  &  Susque¬ 
hanna  Rail  Read  Company,  a  public  work  in  which  the  citizens  of 
Albany  were  much  interested.  This  position  he  resigned  in  August 
1858,  remaining  however  upon  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  -con¬ 
trolling  influence  in  its  management  until  after  the  ?'ar.  I  think 
that  about  the  time  he  resigned  the  Presidency  of  the  Railway  he 
became  President  of  the  Commercial  Rational  Bank  of  Albany,  a  po¬ 
sition  which  he  retained  until  his  death.  He  was  also  largely  in¬ 
terested  in  public  affairs,  but  of  all  these  matters,  his  diaries, 
kept  from  I84I  to  the  year  of  his  death  give  little  information. 

In  1861,  for  example,  when  the  Bank  of  Albany,  the  Bank  of  the 
Capital  and  its  associated  Savings  BarJc,  the  Bank  of  the  Interior 
and  the  National  Bank  failed  between  Fay  10  and  Fay  23  when  the 
substantial  men  of  the  City  very  largely  t'orned  to  him  for  coun¬ 
sel  and  when  his  responsibilities  were  great,  the  diaries  show 
nothing  except  occasional  mention  of  calls  at  Fount  Hope  from 
Mr.  Sheldon,  Fr.  Lovett,  Fr.  ''T'en  Eyck,  F.r.  R.  H.  Ptu^t.  or  Fr. 
Charles  B.  Lansing,  -  calls  whose  purpose  is  not  stated  -  al¬ 
though  on  Fay  19th  he  took  tijr<6  to  make  the  entry  ’’Lilacs  not 
oj.>en  yet.”  So  in  1862,  when  the  Now  York  legislature  adjourned 
without  making  provision  for  bounties  to  the  soldiers,  the  dia¬ 
ries  make  no  mention  of  the  fact,  that  the  Commercial  Bank  by 
Grandfather’s  direction  advanced  the  money  for  these  bounties  to 
the  amount  of  three  and  a  half  million  dollars,  -  a  very  large 
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elHX  lo  eXiaq  XXb  oX  lolbne^x#  .atXella  XBio'Torwoo.osTBX 
.10  BBw'^eonBX.TiAz/poB  elH  ’iBBXttmrbo  oaieiol 
sd  esiX  odX  motl  n»:{oTdfUi  eaeootfa  XaiotBiWOD  aid  bfia  ,lBoblw  edS 
•ffoo  ad  Xsdw  b9.tflX:jim/ooB  yiXvBd  ,^1  al  LUnu  ^eae^eyd  . 

anlXXoq  lo  qata  LBUtiim  edi  )tooi  ad  XneXotl^a  a  bais  -a 

-iB  Xatotarwoo  soil  ^nliUan  ,ftoXdidaB  x^nuoa^  aid  aoqw  iialX  b, 

YBffl  XX  odw  -  ,ia.itOTd  aid  oX  lavo  aaaniatrd  aid  jaimuX  fa;iB  aiial  ^ 
lidXBlbnaiO  aadX  k^tw^otci  ta^iei  doya  a  Xi  aotl.abM  blaa  ^  aiarf^ 
bad  ad  nadX  aXaXqnot)  aaaX  ad  oX  br/oiq  XmarsaiiXai  eiH  • 

-ayc8«2  :&  vnBdXA  adX  lo  Xnabiea*:*!  asBoed  ad  X^8X  nl  > 

lo  anasiXio  adX  doidt  ni  t(iow  otXduq  a  ^^nmirnoO  baoiJ  XiaH 
Xai/^yA  nt  ban^iaai  ad  f!oiXiaoq<.8idT  .baiaaiaXai  doja  aiaw 

-noD  lo  bna  aioXoaiia  lo  biBoQ  edx  aoqy  lavaaod  artinlwat  ,3^1  . 
inlriX  I  .ta^r  adX  laXlB  XiXnu  Xri««»3BnBa  aXl  fti  aonauXlnX  a«^XXMX 
ad  vflwXiaH  adX  lo  iconafaieei^  edX  ban^laai  ad  autlX  adX  iuoaa  Xadl 
-oq  B  .vnadXA  lo  icwB  LanolOil  taloiamoO  edX  lo  Xnabieail.aaaoad 
•al  YXa^iflX  oeXa  aaw  aH  .dXaab  eld  UXoa  berUaXai  ad  doidw  noiXia^^; 
,ael7aifa  eld  ^eiaXXaa  aaaiiX  XXb  lo  Xiid  ,a'tiallB  oiXdi^  ^  b^aanaX  . 
.TOitMioliTi  alXXiX  avis  diAsb  aid  lo  iBaY  adX  oX 
adX  lo  xftad  adX  ,x‘iBdi:A  lo  iaad  ariX  ftoda^aXqoi^a  lol  ,X38X  al 
-loliaXrtl  ariX  lo  jlnaH  adX  an^nlrat  baXBlOoaaa  eXl  bna  i^iqaO-rt 

edX  nadw  tS  \a"l  baa  OX  naawXad  beXial  daaH  XartoiXad^  adX  baa  v 
-ncoo  ^ol  flilri  cX  bWX  YXastaX  laXirtiXadyB^ 

wode  aaliaib  adX  ,Xaa'f3  aiaa  aalXiXidienoqaai  eid  nedw  boa  i.aa.  , 
flioil  aqon  Xfii/o’i  Xa  alXaa  lo  nolXosa  Xafioicasoo  Xqaoxa  saldXon 
.‘I'J  10  frcirrt  .H  .H  .1.1  ,3Jo^3  na’^  .tH  ,XXavoa  .-fi  ,nobXod3  .lil 
•la  •  baXaXa  Xon  ai  eeoq’iyq  aeodw  alXao  •  ^sniaofkl  .0  aaliadO 
"  Xon  acaXtJ"  -r-Xoa  edX  adan  o^  eSiX  dooX  ad  ciS?l  no  ds^dX^ 
banii/otbB  a*iyXBXal3aC  jIioY  wa’d '^ariX -/taria  ,SdSr  nl  oS  ".XeY^rtaqo-*  ,j 
-Bib  odX  .e-f|(ibXoe  adX  oXi^alXnood  lol  nolaivoiq  anld^  XuOiiXia 
Xd  dnflS  rBloteiaijroO  adX  XadX  ,Xob1  adi  lo  noiXnao  on  e>(Ba^Bali 
oX  aai'Xrtt'cd  oead*  "lol  ’.^noai  adX  baonB^bB^noiXoailb  a *iadXBlbnaifpj;ii;  •• 
bs*ibX  vTav  B  *•  jeiBlXob  noilXis  iXad  b  bnB  aainX^lo  Xm/ofSB^^a^^ 


f  till X 


ytfV, 


f 


^  ■ 


Richard  Skinner  Prentice 
Two  years  old. 


'  ‘V 


.1 


i  ',  ,  ^'l'  -  • 


,m*0t  iA 


•**»  9 


‘4* 


'l/l  4 


■I't  .'■!  *  ‘  > 


ipi*:.,!;'';' V  .  ,*T 


V  1 


7  k 


U 


» 


»’•  r,  *  •  M-  V 

■(Jw  '♦lltf  ‘'^  .f  *  ■  * 

,,^  ,,,  •,:/.»  ■; '^-wrt ' 

V  v***'  f  '  f'.  (v*  (  ,|T  J  ■ 

\\ 


i.,-  "  .» . 


*  «,1^  ,‘  •  l**t 


.* ' 


f'.'V/ 


.1^1  "v-'i-  ' 


'•  4''' 

1  i4.f 


•  kH  rj  ■'  t’ 


•  ’  "i  ^  > , 

,.  .'i4f;  > 


;.;V  r 

..^  •■  v.». 

,j^.  ^j(  V- 

.  I^y/X  '.>u  . 

^  -  .Tb  * 

-  j%. 

■•' dfft' ■'  “  *‘/*’ 

*  ;  VMH 

1  *•  *  V  f  *■ 


I  ^(b  '  ■  *  ^ 

.,  *  '  *  *  *  i 

-  ■  (  ■  41  -  ■  •  ^1'^ 


|4/» 

mV'  ’’f  |W%.*  ^*414 


M 

-f-  :s.Pt  4"  A/  V 

*•» 


t»  <  t'H,  tHiJi 

t  ?.  11*“' 


^li  '■ . '  y ‘i ' _' *?■  * 


« 


•  '*' 


f.  A» 


•  ^  .  ,'t1»  ,  «'•%  f 


aol«tfi0rrtl  TcaftfflJlS  MBrtoiH 
•  bio  tiA&x  owT  ^ 

H  f.-i  .-  ■  ^  .  ’  ,.1 


4: '  4M  '  ^ 

a.'  ;*^j5ar  .,  (^  • '  -  ;-•  1 

.(  idX  ^  ■■;•  *1,  -r,^ 


■'■‘*  1^? 


^^^•(■fri  aX'-!  ,iAii(W’ 


••  i'  l  ' 


/  ..r? 


A  •  «  4< 


-  ./  ■■  !,> 

*  u  * 


J  i'.l«-J 

“  ?'(  -.I^fJ 

•^u  .  ^ 

fv"  '  ^  ''  0  '  >♦'■•■  ’ 


1.  'i«»  ' 


'•  4» 


A.. 


xm 


V...  kv 


248 


sum  at  that  time,  and  although  later  repaid  by  the  State  of  few 
York  an  act  of  great  public  spirit.  Of  all  this  the  diaries  say 
nothing  although  notes  on  the  garden  and  farm  are  many,  arid  this 
suggests  the  feature  of  his  writing  which  seems  to  me* the  moat 
notable,  that  it  is  generally  so  much  less  reserved  than  would 
be  expected  from  one  of  his  dignified  erect  arid  courteous  but  si¬ 
lent  and  reserved  manner.  One  other  thing  should  be  said  of  him, 
that  instances  are  very  rare  in  which  a  parent  makes  so  strong 
an  impression  upon  the  mind  and  characters  of  his  children  -  and 
even  of  his  grandchildren  -  as  he  succeeded  in  making. 

Less  than  four  months  after  Grandfather’s  death,  on  November 
2nd  1876  wo  celebrated  Richard’s  second  birthday,  with  a  cake  in 
the  dining  room  at  Mount  Hope  and  a  week  or  ten  days  later  he  was 
taken  with  a  violent  case  of  scarlet  fever.  His  illness  very  soon 
became  extremely  alarming  and  the  end  was  not  long. 

On  Novemjber  16th  Father  m^ade  the  following  entry  in  his  diary: - 

"Poor  baby  had  a  terrible  night,  and  m.oaned  with  e\^ry 
breath,  a  loud  moan  like  the  cry  of  an  animal  in  distress. 

He  tried  to  take  what  his  Mother  asked  him  to,  but  his  tlxroat 
and  mouth  were  sc  sore  and  swollen,  and  he  was  so  nauseated 
that  he  could  take  but  liitle.  About  seven  o'clock  I  noticed 
that  his  expression  was  strange  and  that  he  did  not  recognize 
me,  and  a  few  minutes  later,  noticed  that  his  eyes  were 
crossed.  Twice  within  half  an  hour  they  were  so  affected, 
for  perhaps  two  minutes  at  a  time.  I  sent  word  to  the  doc- 
,  . .tor  of  this,  and  a  little  before  ten  o’clock  he  and  Dr. 

Thoinas  Hun  came  down.  They  directed  stimulants,  as  much  as 
we  could  get  him  to  take.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  he 
could  swallow  at  all  and  yet  he  would  try  time  and  again  on 
my  appeal.  He  was  rather  mere  quiet  through  the  day,  but 
laboring  for  breath.  About  two  o’clock  it  seemed  to  trouble 
him  less,  he  fell  into  a  comatose  state  and  quietly  and  gent- 
'  ly  slept  his  life  away.  At  3.20  he  ceased  breathing  without 
-a  move  or  sign  of  suffering,  and  our  baby  boy  was  dead.  He 
was  a  most  beautiful  child,  physically  and  in  character; 
always  bright  and  cheery  -  the  joy  of  the  house."  ' 

Grandmother  Prentice  died  on  October  7th  1878.  After  her 
death  we  removed  the  family  residence  in  1879  to  Chicago,  where  we 
had  bought  a  large  double  house  on  the  corner  of  Tower  Court  and 
Pearson  Street  facing  the  Tiater  Works  Park.  Judge  Skinner  and  , 
Tillling  were  then  putting  up  their  handsomie  houses  on  Rush  Street 
a  short  distance  south  of  us.  Senator  Farwell  and  Jy*r.  John  V. 
Farwell  soon  afterwards  built  large  houses  just  north  of  us, 
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occupying  with  their  grounds  the  whole  frontage  on  Pearson  Street 
north  of  the  Park  and  several  years  later  hr,  Kdward  Ishan  built 
on  the  south  corner  of  our  block.  f,!y  Grandmother  Isham  and  Pr. 
Henry  Isham  lived  with  us  until  Grandmother  died  January  12,  1896 
and  Vn.  Henry  Isham  on  October  25th  l'B97. 

The  move  to  Chicago  proved  to  be  based  on  sound  judgment. 

For  over  twenty  years,  until  by  the  death  of  some  and  marriage  of 
others  our  household  was  broken  up  we  enjoyed  a  most  united  family 
life  amid  delightful  surroundings.  Business  was  prosperous,  our 
activities  many,  and  our  acquaintance  wide.  It  would  be  pleasant 
to  preserve  an  account  of  these  years,  but  I  find  little  in  the 
letters  which  have  been  kept.  It  was  a  life,  however,  of  great 
business,  professional  and  social  activity  and  included  a  friendly 
acquaintance  with  everybody  of  reputation  or  importance  in  Chicago. 
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August  29,  1911,  by  li-s.  E.  Perdriau,  wife  of 
one  of  the  professors  at  Killiams  College. 
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August  29,  1911,  by  E.  Perdriau,  wife  of 
one  of  the  professors  at  Tiilliair.s  College. 
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Taken  at  Keewaydin,  Williams  town,  T.fessachusetts, 
August  29,  1911,  by  ^^rs.  E.  Perdriau,  wife  of 
one  of  the  professors  at  Williams  College. 
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